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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

Tt

I gladly embrace the opportunity afforded me
by the publication of a new edition of this work,
to express at once my gratitude for the kind
reception with which it has been favoured, and
my deepened conviction of the wide-spread
extent, and destructive results of that antino-
mian spirit, ‘which pervades so much of the
religious profession of our day.

There is assuredly the most urgent require-
ment for the faithful ministers of the Gospel
insisting, with the greatest earnestness and
frequency, in their pulpit and‘:'pastoral minis-
trations, on the indispensable necessity, and
the distinguishing characteristics of that holi-
ness, and unreserved devotedness of heart and
life to the service of * God, our Saviour,” with-
out which the clearest views of divine truth, and
the most undoubting assurance of acceptance
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with God, are.utteﬂy in vain; yea, can only
aggravate the guilt, and therefore increase the
condemnatien of .the unrenewed soul. And
faithfally should they lift up the warning voige
of solemn expostulation, and denounce the
awful judgments of God against all unsanctified
professors of evangelical truth, declaring, on
the authority of His holy word, that such
professors, ‘‘as knowing their Divine Master’s
will, and not doing it, shall be beaten with
many stripes;” and that it shall be more tole-
rable for Sodom and Gomorrah, in the day of
judgment, than for tkem.

At the same time, it should never be forgot-
ten, that if we would indeed desire to be
instrumenttal in checking the progress of this
destructive disegse, which is, we fear, slaying
its thousands of religious professors in our day,
we must use only scriptural remedies. We
must not throw into the shade the distinguishing
doctrines of the Gospel, which constitute its
peculiar excellence, as a divine scheme for the
promotion of the glory of God in the salvation
of man, because these doctrines have been per-
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verted or profaned. ThM is especially to be
observed of the doctrine of the imputation of
the Redeemer’s righteo.usness, whieh ought not
t.o.be Jess prominently, but only more practically
enforced, in considergtion of its having been
made the chief basis of the antinomian scheme’

That its direct tendency, when scripturally
understood, is altogether the very reverse of
afly encouragement to antinomian licentious-
ness—yea ! that it is the most powerful instru-
ment which God, the Holy Ghost employs, in
carrying on the work of sanctification in the
believer’s soul, has been most satisfactorily
shewn by many distinguished writers in our
day, and by none more unanswerably than by
that truly Christian philosopher, Dodtor Chal-
mers, in his invaluable Lecturgs on the Epistle
to the Romans—a work which should be deeply
studied by all, who desire to avail themselves
of the best human aid in the investigation of
this most important and interesting subject.
One extract from this incomparable work I
cannot deny myself the pleasure of inserting, in
confirmation of the truth of what I have above
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declared. ¢ The proposal that Christ’s righ-
teousness shall become your righteousness in
such a way, as that yoﬁ will be honoured and
rewarded, and loved, and dealt with by God
Just as you would have begn, had this nghteous-
efless been yielded in your own person, and by
your own performances, this, ye hearers, is the
very jet and essence of the Gospel!” What words
could more strongly express a deep conviction of
the paramount importance of the doctrine of the
imputation of Christ’s righteousness—and how
high the value of suck a testimony from such a
master in Israel! Now let us mark the same
author’s conviction of the sanctifying influence
of this doctrine. ¢ It is only,” he says, * when
surrounded 'with this element, that a holy God
can regard you with complacency ; and to com-
plete the triumphs of the Gospel administration,
it is only when breathing in this atmosphere,
that you inhale the delights of an affectionate
and confiding piety—that the soul breaks forth,
in the full triumph of her own emancipated
powers, on the career of devoted and aspiring
obedience—that life and happiness shed the
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very air of heaven aromd a’ believer’s heart,
and make the service of God, before a drudgery,
its most congenial em’ploymeut——-evincing, that,
as to be in Christ is to have no condemnation, so
to bp in Christ is to become a new creature,
with whom all old things are done away, and 4}l
things have become new !” Here is the legiti-
mate influence of this doctrine, as felicitously
expressed, as it is faithfully transcribed from
the oracles of God! And when this influence
is not felt in the heart, and exhibited in the life,
we are warranted to infer that this doctrine is
not scripturally embraced. To all my beloved
brethren in the ministry I would, therefore,
humbly but earnestly suggest the importance of
reminding the flocks committed to their charge,
in this age of wide-spread and high-sounding
profession, that though theyecould speak with
the eloquence of angels on religious subjects,
and fully understood all the mysteries of the
Gospel-scheme, and yet did not possess that
inward and operative principle of divine and
sanctifying love, which alone can assimilate
them to the character of that God, who is love,
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and whose name §s holy, and alone can meeten
them for the enjoyment of that Heaven, which
is the abode of perfect low;e, and perfect purity,
all their knowledge, and all their eloquence.
would be nothing worth; gnd that a professed
telst in the atoning sacrifice and meritorious
righteousness of God, our Saviour, however
firm the confidence with which it is cherished,
or however rapturous the feelings with which it
is accompanied, must be either hypocrisy, or
self-delusion, if it want that seal of the Spirit
which is the infallible mark of a saving faith,
even the impress of that holiness, without which
no man shall see the Lord, and without which
‘o created being could find happiness, (could
he, compatibly with the glory of God’s cha-
racter, be admitted there,) even in the very
heart of Heaven."

H. W

Laurel Hill, June 15th, 184¢C.



PREFACE TO THE FRST EDITION.

—_—————

Tuar there has been recently a remarkable
redvaisin religion, in this couritry, is a fact,
which cannot have estaped the notice of the
most careless observer of what is passing
around us, and which must awakeh the warmest
gratitude and joy in all who love the Saviour,
and are convinced that the Gospel is indeed
designed and fitted to bring “glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace, good will
amongst men.”

It cannot, at the same §ime, be denied, that
a result, whose consequences, when viewed in
the light of eternity, are indeed appalling, has
accompanied the increased spread of religious
knowledge and religious excitement i our day.

The proclamation of the Gogpel-message of
salvation, in its unfettered freepess, and un-
adulterated simplicity, has become so extended,
that comparatively few can remain theoretically
ignorant of the ground of a sinner’s acceptance
with God. Evangelical religion has, if I may
be allowed the expression, become fashionable.
It ranks, among its votaries, many of the intel-
lectual and the high-born in the land. Thus,
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in some measure, the offence of the Cross has
ceased; and numbers are tempted to adopt the
sentiments, and phrasedlogy of an evangelical
creed, without having previously counted the
cost, or felt in their souls the power of e
principles which they préfess !

Thus, what religion has gained in diffusion,
it has lost in depth. An unpractical profession
of evangelical views has alarmingly gained
ground. The distinction, once so broadly
marke}l, between the world and the church of
Christ, has been broken down; so that many,
who remain in their hearts the votaries of the
former, are seen enlisted in the ranks of the
latter ; the language of the children of God on
their lips, but the seal of His Spirit unstamped
upon their life. They appear to consider their
claim to the title and privileges of the believer
unquestionable,. because they professedly re-
nounce altogether any dependence on any righ-
teousness of their own, and acknowledge that
they repose an undivided trust in the Re-
deemer’s ; while they evidence, too plainly, by
their palpable want of consistent conformity to
His character, or devotedness to His service,
that their professed faith is not a living, a
sanctifying faith, and therefore has not been
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wrought in them by the ®perafion of God the
Holy Ghost!

To contribute my mite of assistance towards
exposing the unscriptural character, and ruinous
vénsewuences, of such a heartless and unhal-
lowed profession of réligion, has been my objegt
in the following work, which the present®
circumstances of the visible church of Christ
suggested to my mind, as not unsuitable to the
peculiar characteristics of much of the religious
profession of our day.

As my subject necessarily led me to insist
prominently on practical views of the Gospel—
on evangelical bholiness~or, in other words,
conformity to the character of Christ, and a
consistent course of obedience and devotedness,
as evidences of a saving faith in the divine
righteousness of the Redeemer, I think it de-
sirable (in order to guard my rpeaning, as much
as possible, from being mistaken) to observe,
that in pressing these evidences, as indispen-
sable criteria of a saving faith, I consider myself
as addressing those, who profess to have found
peace with God, through the only seriptural
ground of a sinner’s justification, even the infi-
nitely meritorious sufferings and righteousness
of God’s well-beloved Son; and in whom, there-
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fore, the fruits of suth a professed faith may
legitimately be expected to be found. I advert
to this, lest any one shduld connect, with any
expressions I may have used, an altogether
erroneous impressior which would delay;” ev&f
for a moment, the believer’s enjoyment of the
‘peace of God! It cannot be too distinctly
stated, or abidingly remembered, that the
sinner, who comes to Jesus, is entitled to an
humble yet assured hope of pardon, and ac-
ceptance with God, the very moment when he is
united, by faith, to the Redeemer; and is not
obliged to wait till that faith has brought forth
fruit for some length of time, before he is pri-
vileged to have peace with God. To deny that
he is entitled to the enjoyment of that peace,
till his faith has continued for some time to
work by love, is an opinion utterly at variance
with the whole  constitution of the Gospel
scheme, (which warrants the sinner, as soon as
ever he believes on Jesus, immedintely, being
justified by faith, to have peace with God, and
go on his heavenward way rejoicing,) and is
equally prejudicial to the Saviour’s glory, and
the believer’s peace !

Still, (while gladly admitting that the humble,
penitent sinner is as fully warranted to rejoice
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in God, as his covenaft-God, the moment
when the Holy Ghost first leads him to repose
a cordial trust in the Saviour, as im any subse-
quent period of his Christian career,) we have
seriglet to call on every professor of an evan-
gelical creed, *who®saith, I know Him, and
abide in Him,” to evidence the sincerity of his
profession, by the apostolical test—* walking,
even as Jesus walked”—and to prove, both to
himself and others, the vitality of his faith, by
the fruits of righteousness and true holiness
which it bears, and which incontestably pro-
claim, that it has been implanted in his heart
by the Holy Ghost!

The plan adopted in the following work is
simply this :—To endeavour to expose the
unscriptural and soul-destroying character of
Antinomianism—to point out some of the causes
that may have contributed ta its prevalence,
and some of the correctives tlrat tay tend to
check its progress—and to suggest some hints,
*which may assist the real Christian in so run-
ning the race set before him in the Gospel, as
to adorn the doctrine of * God, our Saviour,”
in all things, and to be conformed to His image,
in the beauty of that holiness, without which no
man shall see the T ord!
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I would now comdhit this little work to the
indulgent perusal and earnest prayers of those,
who know ¢hat the humblest instrumentality
can be made effectual, by the power of the
Holy Spirit, to the advancement of a Saviour’s
glory! And if it should® he made the means,

‘through His blessing, of awakening but one
ungodly professor from his fatal dream, and
leading him to pray fervently for the forgiveness
of his past insults to the divine Redeemer,
through His atoning blood, and for the sancti-
fying influences of the Blessed Spirit, to renew
him in the divine image ; or of inducing but one
sincere follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, who
has not hitherto ined up to his exalted privi-
leges, to walk more worthy of his high and holy
calling, treading more closely in his divine
Master’s footsteps, and living more consistently
and devotedly tv His glory—I shall, indeed,
feel abundantly rewarded for all my labour, and
shall most gratefully rejoice, that so high an
honour has been put on this humble effort to*
advance the Saviour’s cause, while unreservedly
giving all the praise to Him, to whom undi-
videdly it i¢ due!

H. W.

Laurel Hill. March 20th, 1839.
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PROFESSION AND PRACTICE.

R CIIAPTER 1.

THE SPIRIT OF ANTINOMIANISM.

AnTINOMIANISM—Dby which I mean such a
professed trust in the Redeemer’s righteousness,
for acceptance with God, as leaves its possessor
unconcerned about, and destitute of that ¢ holi-
ness, without which,” Seripture assures us, *“no
man shall see the Lord”—is such a monstrous
abuse of the doctrines of free grace, and such a
frightful perversion of the designeof the blessed
Gospel, that one might have suppused that even
Satan himself, with all his subtlety and skill,
could not have persuaded any of the professors
of that religion, which emanated from a holy
God, and is designed to lead to a holy heaven,
to embrace and advocate a system, so directly
opposed to the very purpose, for which the
Divine Author of Christianity visited our carth.
B
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To suppose that’ that God, whose name is
holy—and whose perfect holiness is the very
eéssence of, His own happiness and glory, would
arrange such a stupendous system of machinery
as Christianity unfolds, for the expressepurpose
of dispensing with the fiecessity of holiness, in
any of His intelligent creatures, is assuredly
the very acme of self-evident absurdity, and
appalling blasphemy. Yet, scarcely had the
first preachers of the Gospel begun to proclaim
the glad tidings of a free and full salvation
through the blood of the cross, when this mon-
strous heresy sprung up ; and that exclusive trust
in""the alone meritorious righteousness of the
Saviour, which was declared by the Apostles to
constitute the essence of saving faith, but, at
the same .time, was declared by them to be the
most powerful promoter of the love and life of
holiness, in allwho cordially embraced it, was
perverted inte a plea for °continuing in sin,
that grace might abound.” Thus was the hope
of salvation blasphemously maintained to be
compatible with the indulgence of sin; yea,
grace was represented as being, by this means,
moie gloriously magnified, because its entire
independency of human merit, in man’s salva-
tion, was more triv .phantly displayed : and
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thus was the holy Jesus represented as the most
powerful patron of sin, that had ever appeared
upon earth !

Nor have there been wanting those, since the
apostolic®days, who have systematized a senti-
ment, which offers such a frightful affront to the
Divine Founder of our faith. For there have
been those, professing and calling themselves
Christians, who, under the pretence of giving
the undivided glory of man’s salvation to the
Saviour, have maintained the blasphemous opi-
nion, that the Redeemer has fulfilled all righ-
teousness on bebalf of His people, in such « gpse,
as to release them from tht necessity of obe-
dience to the divine law, in any point of view,
and thus to allow them to cherish a confident
hope of acceptance with God, on the greund of
the Saviour’s imputed righteousness, though sin
be reigning, unmortified and unres®ted, in their
heart and life. *

Thus the doctrine of the imputed righteous-
ness of the Redeemer—which, when scrip-
turally understood, and cordially embraced,
through the divine teaching of the Holy Spirit,
is at once the foundation of a believer’s peace,
and the instrument of his sanctification, and
emphatically entitles the Gospel to be called
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indeed, glad naings of great joy—becomes, by
this perversion of its gracious design, the source
of a delusive and destructive hope of salvation,
and the spring of all unrighteousness and ungod-
liness, in principle and practice !

In our own day, this blasphemous perver-
sion of evangelical truth, is not, perhaps to
any great extent, systematically professed or
preached ; but even when the doctrines of
Antinomianism are mnot openly professed, the
leaven of Antinomianism may be seccretly at
work. And when we look at the general aspect
of tige professing Christian Church, one can-
not but be compelled to fear, that the spirit
of this soul-destroying heresy is extensively
abroad, and, wearing the specious guisc of evan-
gelical . religion, is luring thousands of unsus-
pecting victims to their everlasting destruction.

So palpalfie is this melancholy fact, that a
late cclebrated commentator, the Rev. T. Scott,
warmly attached to moderate Calvinistic views,
wrote his commentary on the Scripturesin such
a prominently practical strain, that it has been
remarked, ¢ that it would seem, as if, while he
was writing it, the genius of Antinomianism
was stalking before his eyes.,” And the most
distinguished advocates of evangelical truth, in
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our day, appear increasingly Yo feel the necessity
of adopting a more practical style of preach-
ing, and insisting more frequently and fully on
the sanctifying nature of saving faith.

It is of great importance to distinguish, as
we have observed, betwden the open profession,
and the secret leaven, of Antinomian doctrine.
There are few, perhaps, if any, in our day, ex-
hibiting any evidences of an interest on the sub-
ject of religion, who would deliberately avow
such a sentiment as this: I believe that the
Divine Saviour perfectly obeyed the law of God,
as my Surety, in my stead. In His perfect
obedience I undividedly trust, and tlwreﬁ)re I
feel myself quite at liberty to follow the bent of
every sinful passion, to indulge in every unchris-
tian temper, and to neglect every commandment
of God. Nor is my hope of salvation at all
shaken by such a course of conduct; because
it is the Redeemer’s perfect righteousness, and
not any polluted righteousness of my own, on
which I ground my confident assurance of accept-
ance with God.”

But while few, if any, who call themselves
Christians, in our day, would avowedly adopt
such language, are there not, we fear, multi-
tudes of self-deceived professors, who are acting



b PROFESSION AND PRACTICE.

in its spirit? Whb cherish and express an un-
doubting assurance of acceptance, on the ground
of their ¢rust in the Redeemer’s meritorious
righteousness, while exhibiting in their charac-
ter and life, a palpable want of any approach to
conformity with the chatacter and life of Christ.

Wherever this is the case—wherever an indi-
vidual, because the ground of his acceptance is
professedly the Redeemer’s righteousness, and
not his own, and therefore he feels secure of
his salvation, independently of any works of
righteousness he can perform, wilfully and habi-
tually neglects any duty the Gospel enjoins, or
indulges any temper the Gospel forbids; that
individual, let him call himself by what name he
may, is an Antinomian in heart—he is turning
the grace of God into licentiousness, and making
Christ the minister of sin.

The same guilt is incurred, whenever a pro-
fessed trust in the imputed righteousness of the
Son of God is regarded as a substitute for,
instead of a stimulant to, the most zealous and
unwearied efforts in the pursuit of personal holi-
ness. For, whenever the belicf, (though scrip-
tural to the fullest extent,) that salvation is alto-
gether of free grace, conduces to less constant
watchfulness, solicitude, and exertion for the
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attainment of the highest ‘egree of sanctifica-

tion attainable on earth, than (were an indivi-

dual in earnest about his eternal welfare,) might
be expected to result, and has, in numerous

instances, actually resulted, from the erroneous

belief, that heaven canhe purchased by our own,
works—there the poison of this pestilential

heresy is to be found cxerting its deadly influ-
ence, to the deep dishunour of a Saviour’s name,

and the deeper injury to the soul, where its

malignant venom lurks.

Now, can we look round us on what is called
the religious world in our day, and not be con-
strained to admit, that, ifsthis be true, the spirit
of Antinomianism is indeed busy there ? Do
we not there see multitudes, ostensibly enlisted
in the ranks of the faithful followers of the
Lamb—perhaps even actively engaged. in carry-
ing on the work of the Lord—who, if we may
judge by the testimony of their lips, have not
the smallest degree of doubt as to their own
safety, but of whom, judging by the testimony
of their lives, as compared with the standard of
the Gospel, we are compelled greatly to stand
in doubt ?

When we hear them speak, we are ready with
joy to cry out,—here assuredly is the love of
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Christ, reigning in tuis heart; but when we see
the development of their characters, in the daily
duties and trials of dorhestic life, we are forced
with sorrow to exclaim—oh, where is the image
of Christ, stamped upon this soul ?
. Intruth, it is melanchuly to reflect, on what
a small stock of religious capital an individual
may set up, and be unhesitatingly recognized
as a sincere and devoted Christianin our day.
A profession of the utter renunciation of all
dependance on any righteousness of their own,
and of undivided and undoubting trust in the
Redeemer’s—the adoption of a peculiar system
of opinions, and set qf phrases, (the Shibboleth
of a party,) whose technicalities are very fluently
repeated, but their meaning not very distinetly
understood—and a zealous attendance on some
favourite' evangelical ministry, where attention
to the message is merged in admiration of the
man, and praising the preacher is substituted
for practising his precepts. Such, alas! is the
slender stock of spiritual wealth, on the strength
of which, we fear, many have gained for them-
selves a high name and standing, in the pro.
fessing church, in the present day. Let it not
be supposed, that these observations are made in
a spirit of uncharitable or unkind censorious-
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ness; oh no! but in an earfiest and affectionate
desire to endeavour to expose and check a sys-
tem of religious professidn, which is deplorably
prevalent, and is alike dishonourable to the
Saviourw and destructive to the soul by which it
is embraced. .

Itis too obvious, indeed, to admit of conceal-
ment, (even were it desirable,) that a super-
ficial style of religion, (if one may so call it,)
has of late years been gaining ground, fraught
with the most disastrous influence on the inter-
ests of vital Christianity.

Speculative, instead of practical—delighting
immeasurably more in the discussion of doc-
trines, than the discharge of duty—it excites the
imagination, rather than hallows the affections—
floats through the head, rather than settles in
the heart—and dwells upon the lips, tore than
regulates the life. The crucifjxion of sin, in
the inmost recesses of the soul—the attainment
of the highest degree of holiness, of which,
through the sanctifying operation of the Holy
Spirit, our renewed nature is capable, while on
earth—the moulding of the temper and disposi-
tion, the entire character and conduct, into a
close conformity with the Saviour’s ;—these, we
rdgret to say, are not the distinguishing charac-



10 PROFESSION AND PRACTICE.

teristics of a vast proportion of the religious
profession of our day.

The consequences are, as might be expected,
deplorable in the extreme. One melancholy
result, in particular, I would briefly notice, in

« the humble hope, that the voice of affectionate
warning may not be lifted up altogether in
vain.

Multitudes of immortal souls are thus de-
ceived as to their real state before God, and,
wrapt up in a presumptuous confidence of safetys
are hastening onward to eternal destruction.
They buoy themselves up with flattering and
fallacious hopes of tiat heaven, to which they
imagine they have a title, founded on the Re-
deemer’s righteousness ; while, in point of fact,
by their want of meetness for its holy society,
pursuits, and pleasurcs, they are essentially
incapacitated for the enjoyment of its happiness.
So that, ever if God should violate in their
favour the immutable laws of His moral govern-
ment, and admit them, in this unsanctified state,
into heaven, unless the whole constitution of
heaven itself were changed, they could not in
the very nature of things, enjoy one moment’s
heartfelt happiness, even in that abode of pure
and perfect bliss.
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There is nothing whifh gives one a more
fearful idea of the depth of Satan’s subtlety,
and the appalling danger, to which we are con-
sequently exposed, from the attacks of this
ever-watchful enemy of our souls, than his
power of suiting his #hares and stratagems foy
deceiving, and thus destroying his victims, with
the most skilful adaptation, to the peculiar cir-
cumstances in which he finds them placed.

When darkness and deadness, in spiritual
things, almost universally prevailed, it was the
policy and plan of this wily serpent, to keep his
victims wholly engrossed by the objects of time
and sense, and buried in a profound sleep of
utter apathy about the concerns of their im-
mortal souls. But no sooner had a remarkable
revival of religion taken place—no sooner had
the ministers of the Gospel begun to proclaim
faithfully the message of salvation, through the
blood of the cross—to expatiate, sith affectionate
earnestness, on the glorious theme of a Re-
deemer’s Jove—to lift up the blazing torch of
revelation over the abyss of eternity, and thus
unveil the joys of heaven, and the horrors of
hell—and, sounding a loud peal of awakening
alarm in the ears of slumbering sinners, to cry
out, ¢ What meanest thou, oh sleeper! arise
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and call upon thy God!” no sooner had this
change taken place in the circumstances of the
Church of, Christ, than Satan, ever watching,
with attentive eye, every variation of its eventful
history, began immediately to suit his schemes
and suggestions to this changed state of affairs
in the Christian Church.

With multitudes he could no longer succeed,
in keeping them fast asleep in the torpor of
spiritual apathy, that fearful precursor of eter-
nal death. The light of Gospel truth was
flashing, with too dazzling a splendour—the
trumpet of Gospel invitation was sounding, with
too loud a blast, around his victims, to allow
them to sleep on, in the death-like slumber, in
which he had so long kept them bound. They
were startled out of this sleep of death, into a
state of awakened solicitude about the things
belonging to thgir eternal peace! They could
not any longer remain utterly forgetful of His
claims on their gratitude and love, who, they
were so frequently reminded, had manifested for
them, on Calvary’s cross, a love, which, indeed,
passeth all knowledge. The visions of eternity
were too often and too powerfully presented to
their view, to permit of their any longer remain-
ing contentedly unconcerned about their ever-
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lasting destiny. They cduld not help feeling,
that it was a matter of some interest and im-
portance to themselved, whether they should
spend eternity in heaven or in hell; and the
question began to burst forth from many a
startled sinner—‘ What must I do to bg
saved ?”

Here then the skill of Satan was pre-emi-
nently displayed, in fostering a system of reli-
gious profession, with enough of the semblance
of seriptural truth to tranquillize the conscience,
but not enough of its reality to save the soul.
A system, which under pretence of leading the
sinner to cast the crowneof salvation, with self-
renouncing humility, at the Redecmer’s feet,
would leave Satan’s dominion in the sinner’s
heart altogether unsubdued; and would thus
supply his alarmed conscience with an opiate,
to lull its fears to rest, and plgnge him into a
sleep, more dangerous than that from which he
had been startled, because one, out of which it
would be more difficult, humanly speaking, for
even the loudest blast of the Gospel trumpet
ever to awaken him again.

Satan has been himself in heaven. Heknows
that the essential, the altogether indispensable
qualificatior: for the enjoyment of its happiness,
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is to have the love of heaven's God enthroned,
with undivided supremacy, in the heart—and a
congeniality with the mind and will of God, per-
vading every fecling and faculty of the soul.
He knows that where these are wantingy' there
is nothing in heaven itselfj nothing in its society
or its scenery, that is capable of rendering an un-
holy spirit happy.

He has not forgotten, that once the principle
of loyalty to God was dethroned from his own
heart, and that of rebellion against his Divine
Sovereign reigned in its stead, that moment hap-
piness fled from him, and has been a stranger
to his pirit ever since; and, inasmuch as this
principle of rebellion will never be subdued
within his soul, happiness must be a stranger
there, throughout eternity.

Hence it is, that this malignant spirit, who
cannot bear the sight of human happiness, when
flowing from what he knows to be its only true
and unfailing source, even the love and likeness
of a holy God, directs all his energies to pre-
vent awakened sinners from heartily desiring,
and honestly following after, that holiness, with-
out which, he is well aware, they can never see
the Lord, so as to derive satisfying happiness
from the sight.
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He cares not how correce may be the system,
or how clear the views of divine truth, which
they embrace—he cares not how fluent may be
their utterance, or how zealous their advocacy,
of evangelical doctrine—he cares not how rap-
turous may be their feglings, how burning their
zeal, how abundant their labours, or how con- "
fident their hopes, so long as he sees that a su-
preme love to God, and a supreme desire after
holiness, are not the reigning affections of their
heart, and the regulating principles of their life.
He knows that the superstructure of Christian
hope, whose foundation is apparently resting on
the Redeemer’s rlﬂhteoubneas, but which does
not bear inscribed on its walls and pillars, ¢ ho-
liness unto the Lord,” though it may tower, in
the imagination of the self-deceived professor,
as high as heaven, shall eventually be cast down
into hell. He knows, by his own experience,
that the faith, which does not sanctlfy, cannot
save—that the knowledge of the truth, which
does not make the spirit meet for heaven, will
never guide it there. And, therefore, he fears
no faith, but that which worketh by love, to the
keeping of God’s commandments—no hope,
but that which leads its possessor to purify
himself, even as Christ, on whom it rests, is
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pure. Yea, we doubt not, this accursed spirit
feels a peculiar degrec of diabolical delight, in
propping up the false and fatal hopes of those,
who, like himself, clearly know the way of sal-
vation, but with whom, as with himself, this

_knowledge exercises no sanctifying influence,
neither rekindling in them the love, nor renewing
them in the image, of the holy God.

There is every reason to conclude, that Satan
perfectly understands the whole scheme of man’s
salvation—is perfectly convinced of the Deity of
Jesus, and the all-sufliciency of His atonement,
and that there is no other name under heaven,
whereby sinners can be saved. Yet, with all
this clearness of speculative knowledge, and in-
tellectual conviction of the truth, remaining un-
sanctified, he must for ever remain unsaved.
Continuing unholy, he must continue unhappy,
Jor ever. -

Oh! what g peal of alarm should this awful
fact sound in the cars of every unsanctified pro-
fessor of the Gospel, who may be priding himself
on the clearness of his views of divine truth,
and the confidence of his hopes of the divine
favour, while exhibiting, both to the eye of God
and man, a palpable want of compliance with the
will, and conformity to the character of God!
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And how should it stir uff all, :vho name the
name of Christ, to the most searching self-exa-
mination, as to the influefice of the dootrines they
have embraced—the fruits of the faith which they
profesc2-lest all their knowledge of divine truth
should but resemble S#tan’s, and therefore leave,
them, like him, for ever exposed to the wrath,
and exiled from the presence, of the holy blessed
God! Tor if their belief be like Satan’s, what
can they hope, but that it should lead them to
be the cverlasting partakers of his doom ?

To every professor of an evangelical creed in
our day I would also observe, what an awful
proot that an enlightened understanding, and
a convinced judgment, on religious subjects,
are perfectly compatible with an unrenewed
heart, does the history of Balaam supply!
How clear were his views! How s?;rong his
convictions! How emphatical his expressions
of reverence for the authoritys and word of
Him, whom he calls ¢the Lord his God!”
How fervent appears his desire to ¢ die the death
of the righteous,” and in hislast end, to be like
the people of God!—Yet what was the death
he did die? The death of a rebel against God,
slain, as there is reason to believe, in the very act
of fighting on the side of the enemies of God!

c
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Oh! with what trem&ndous solemnity of warn-
ing does such a history proclaim to you, that
your viewsof divine trlith may be clear, your
convictions strong, your conversation evange-
lical, and your wish to be at last numbered with
the people of God most*fervent—and yet, like
Balaam, it may be your melancholy doom to
see the Saviour, but not nigh—not as your own
Saviour, but to behold Him, even as the rich man
in hell beheld Abraham, afar off; and thus to
perish everlastingly amongst the enemics of God !
Examine then carefully, whether your religious
attainments are, after all, only such as Balaam’s
were—and whether, therefore, with all your
knowledge, convictions, professions, and desires,
you can ouly hLope, at last, that your destiny for
eternity will be like his !

Look again at Judas! Hewas a professed
follower of the Son of God—he conversed
with the Saviour face to face—he was honoured
with peculiar marks of His favour—yea, he was
an Apostle—yet he was a traitor!  Aud what was
Lis end P—Oh read. and tremble, and search
well, and pray fervently that the Iloly Spirit may
assist you in the scarch, lest there be treachery to
the Saviour lurking in your heart—and so, amidst
all your boasted kncwledge, and high-sounding



THE SPIRIT OF ANTINOMIANISM. 19

profession, your charactét be ‘branded in His
sight with a traitor’s guilt, and your end shall
therefore be a traitor’s doom !

And if ever, since the apostolic age, there was
a period in which this caution was imperatively
called for, it is that ir? which we live—in which,
the preaching of evangelical doctrine has become
so prevalent, that comparatively few can remain
speculatively unacquainted with the way of sal-
vation—and the profession of evangelical religion
has become so fashionable, that maultitudes are
exposed to the danger of enlisting in its ranks,
without having previously felt the power of the
principles they profess !

I have thought, thercfore, that I might pro-
fitably employ the leisure time which exclusion,
by my state of health, from the active duties of
the ministry aflords me, in endeavourmo to point
out the ruinous results of this unsanctifying style
of religious profession, so deeply leavened with
the Christ-dishonouring, soul-destroying poison
of Antinomianism. I would also endeavour to
animate the sincere followers of the Lord Jesus
Christ to the most faithful discharge of every
Christian duty, and the most careful cultivation
of every Christian temper, by which the doc-
trines of God their Saviour may be adorned and
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advanced—and to suggest to them a few simple,
affectionate hints, by which I would earnestly
desire, under the divine blessing, to assist them
in their efforts to attain the prize of their high
calling in Christ Jesus, even the complete con-
fuest over every sinful appetite and lust, and
the perfect sanctification of their souls, by their
entire subjugation to the will, and conformity to
the character, of a holy God. .

The system, (be it then remembered,) against
which I would desire to lift up my warning voice,
is that which perverts the very doctrine, which
is the essential glory of the Gospel scheme,
and the alone scriptural foundation of all a be-
liever's hopes—namely, that our acceptance
with God rests exclusively on the merits of the
Son of God, and, in no measure or degree,
on any Joings or deservings of our own. A
system, whiche perverts this glorious and most
comfortable dwctrine into an encouragement,
either to indulge in sin, or to be less zealous'in
the pursuit of holiness, than if our acceptance
depended on our own works, and heaven was to
be the reward of our own obedience. Whenever,
in fact, we act in such a manner, as if we con-
ceived that the design of God in making our
acceptance to rest on the righteousness of
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His dear Son, and not our own, was to exo-
nerate us from the obligation of rendering the
most cordial and constant obedience to His holy
laws, we act, as I before observed, in the very
spirit of Antinomianism, however we may pro-
fessedly abhor its abbminations, and declaim
against its destructive creed.

I would therefore point out some of the mon-
strous absurdities and blasphemies, which such
a sentiment involves—that we may earnestly
pray to be kept, by the power of God, the Holy
Ghost, at the greatest distance from any ap-
proach, not merely to the avowed belief, but
even to the secret insinuations, of a principle,
which more perhaps than any other exhibits the
fearful extent of the permitted power of Satan
over the souls of men, in leading them to turn
God’s choicest blessings into the deadliest curse,
and, under the pretence of honeuring Him, to
offer the deepest possible insuflt to His well-
beloved Son.

Before, however, I proceed to this exposition,
as I am aware how congenial is a spirit of self-
righteousness to the pride of our fallen nature,
and how reluctant we are, even when renewed
by divine grace, entirely to relinquish all claims
on any modification of merit, in the work of our
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salvation, I think it advisable to advert to the
plain and positive annguncement of Scripture,
that the salvation of a sinner, from the first
dawn of grace opening on his soul in this world,
to the full blaze of glory that shall bufst upon
shis spirit in the next, is altogether of free, unde-
served grace—without the smallest admixture of
any, even the least degree of meritoriousness,
ou the sinner’s part. That it is utterly impos-
sible that the believer’s dependance on the
Redeemer’s sacrifice and righteousness can be
too free from any leaven of the pharisaical prin-
ciple of self-righteousness, or self-dependance—
and that nothing of our own, whether in the way
of service or suffering, of repentance or reforma-
tion, of faith or holiness, is to be added to, or
mixed up with, what can alone constitute the
ground of a sinner’s acceptance with a holy God,
even ““ the obedience unto death™ of His well-
beloved Son, Which brought in an everlasting
righteousness, * which is unto all and upon all
them, that truly believe on Him.”

Yes—it cannot be too constantly remembered,
or too frequently enforced, that in the matter of
justification, the Redeemer’s glorious work of
redemption, of which He Himself declared,
with His expiring lips, It is finished,” forms
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the alone basis, on which a believer can build
his hopes of pardon, and 1 peace with God. 'The
moment when the Holy bpmt unitesea sinner to
the Saviour by a living faith, that moment he is
privileged to rejoice in the God of his salva-
tion, and to possess &n interest in all the bles.s
gings of the everlasting covenant—since the only
title, by which he can claim an inheritance among
the saints in light, is founded on the Saviour’s
merits, and written in the Saviour’sblood. And
therefore the longest life of the most unwearied
devotedness to His service, and the closest con-
formity to His character, that ever was attained
on earth, does not add one particle of increased
value to that title in Jehovah’s sight, or place the
belicver on any ditferent footing, as to the meri-
torious ground of his hopes of salvation, from
that on which he stood, when, at the commence-
ment of his Christian career, hefirst flung him-
gelf, in humble penitence, atthe fdot of the cross,
crying out, *“ God be merciful to me a sinner !”
We feel it to be of supreme importance to
keep this truth ever in view, because the spirit
of sclf-righteousness is continually insinuating
itself, even into the humblest and most estab-
lished believer’s soul, and is at once peculiarly
prejudicial to his progress in sanctification, and
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peculiarly displeasing to the Saviour, as tending
to rob Him of part of the glory of that work,
which He. travelled, in the greatness of His
strength, and the depth of His humiliation, to
accomplish, and which He will not stoop to
share with the sinners whiom He died to save.
The undivided glory of that work must there-
fore be given to Him! An undivided depen-
dance on His infinitely meritorious obedience
and sufferings must be abidingly maintained—
and incessant .watchfulness observed, lest im-
perceptibly we begin to build our hopes, in any
measure, on any progress in holiness of heart,
or devotedness of lif2, which the Holy Spirit
may have enabled us to attain.

Nothing but this absolute renunciation of all
trust in our own righteousness, (could we even
arrive at a greater height of holiness, than ever
before was attained by mortal man,) and this
simple relianceton the righteousness of Him who
is “ the Lord our Righteousness,” can qualify
us to render, while on earth, acceptable service
to Him, who has bought us with His own blood ;
or to take part in heaven, with all the company
of His redeemed, in that song of grateful praise,
which, while casting their crowns, in self-re-
nouncing adoratior, at His feet, they shall lift
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up before His throne, and cry, ¢ Worthy, worthy
is the Lamb, that was slain, to receive honour,
and glory, and blessing, and power. Fherefore,
unto Him that loved us, and washed us from
our sins 4 His own blood, and hath made us
kings and priests unto?God, even the Father,
unto Him be praise and glory, for ever and ever!
Amen! and amen!”

But while we feel this to be indeed a truth of
paramount importance, we feel it to be no less
so, that the faith, which thus reposes with un-
mixed reliance on the Redeemer’s righteousness,
must be a faith, which worketh by love, to the
purifying of the heart, amd keeping the com-
mandments. For though holiness be no part of
our title for heaven, it is the very essence of
meetness for it, without which the title,.or even
the possession would, so far as our happiness is
concerned, be utterly in vain. Therefore the
proudest pharisee, that ever arroBantly trusted,
with the most presumptuous confidence, in his
own merits, is not more disqualified for taking
part in the song, or services, of the redeemed
in heaven, than is the unholy professor of the
most thoroughly evangelical creed, however high
his hopes, or loud his boast, of his assurance
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of acceptance, and a title to an inheritance of
eternal glory—

For none shall reach that blissful place,
Or heaven’s unclouded glory sce,

Who talks of (ree and sovereign grace,
Unless that grace flas made him free!

One word more of caution I would desire to
add, before I proceed to the proposed plan,
to guard against misapprehension, if ever 1
should inadvertently be betrayed into any ex-
pressions, which might appear to countenance
the unscriptural tenet, that our own services,
however self-denyiLg, or our own holiness,
however advanced, are to be, in even the
smallest conceivable degree, rested upon, as
forming any part of the ground of our accep-
tance, or of the titlc by which, if believers, we
are privileged to claim an interest in all the
unsearchable viches and glory of that inheritance,
which it cost thc Son of God the price of
His own blood to purchase for His people.
Should this be so, I would most earnestly entreat
the Christain reader to- remember, that the
words, if capable of such an interpretation,
were never intended to support a doctrine, so
utterly subversive of the very foundation of
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a sinner’s hopes—so awfullny calculated to rob
the Saviour of His prerogative, and obscure
His glory.

Again would I repeat my fullest conviction of
the truth®of that scriptural article of our serip-
tural Church, (which Puther well declared to
be the article of a standing or a falling Church,)
which sets forth that ¢ we are accounted righ-
teous before God, only for the merit of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ, by faith, and not for
our own works or deservings. Wherefore, that
we are justified by faith only is a most wholesome
doctrine, and very full of comfort.” Oh yes,
assuredly, very full of comfort, indeed! For it
enables the humble penitent believer to rest his
hopes of pardon on a ground, which promotes the
glory of God; and to combine, with the deepest
sense of his own utter unworthiness, the most
exalted anticipations of covenant dlessings, and
eternal glory. For what glory cah be too great,
what blessings too precious, for him to expect,
when the ground on which alone he hopes that the
Everlasting Father will bestow them, is, as the
recompence of the sufferings, the reward of
the righteousness, of His own dear Son! How
beautifully is the same glorious truth exhibited
in those oft quoted lines of the poet of Chris-
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tianity, which emhbdy the very essence of the
doctrine I would desire to uphold :—

All joy to the believer! he can speak—

Trembling, yet happy—confident, yet meek ! |

«¢ Since the dear hour, that brought me to Thy foot,
And cut up all my follies by the root,

I never trusted in an arm but Thine,

Nor hoped, but in Thy righteousness divine !

My prayers and alms, imperfect and defiled,

Were but the fecble efforts of a child—

Howe'er performed, it was their brightest part,
That they procceded from a grateful heart.
Cleansed in Thine own all-purifying blood,

Forgive their ¢vil, and accept their good—

I cast them at Thy feet—my only plea

Is, what it was, dependance upon Thee!

While struggling in the vale of tears below,

That never failed——nor shall it fail me now.”
Angclic gratulations rend the skies—

Pride falls unpitied, never more to rise—

Humility is crowned-—and Faith receives the prize !
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CHAPTER II.

THE IMPIETY OF ANTINOMIANISM.

Having thus, I trust, guarded my meaning
from being misunderstood, I would now pro-
ceed to point out some of the blasphemous
opinions, involved in the assertion, that our
dependance on the Redeemer’s righteousness for
acceptance was designed to supersede the ne-
cessity of personal holiness, and persevering
obediénce to God’s commandments.

I.—Such a doctrine offers the most daring
affront to the character of Gobp, viewed as the
Moral Governor of the universe.®

In this view, it represents Him as originally
creating man in His own image, in righteous-
ness and true holiness,—giving him laws for the
regulation of his conduct, and requiring from
him obedience to those laws, as the test of his
loyalty and his love to his Divine Creator,
Benefactor, and King.
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Man disobeys thé command of God, and thus
incurs His righteous displeasure—loses at once
the divine image, arl the divine favour; and
both by a just sentence of condemnation, and by
the inherent corruption of his own natire, is ex-
cluded from, and unfitt¢d for, the enjoyment of
the presence of his offended and holy God. Now
what, according to the Antinomian scheme, is
God’s plan for reinstating fallen man in the
divine favour, and re-admitting him to the ever-
lasting enjoyment of the divine presence ?

He sends His own, His only Son—one with
Himself, in all the essential glory of the God-
head, into this rebellious and ruined world, to
take our nature upon Him, and accomplish
man’s redemption—but how, according to this
monstrous heresy ? By obeying the holy law
of God, and cnduring all the awful penalties,
denounced against the transgression of its righ-
teous demands, for the express purpose, that,
through the meritorious obedience and satisfac-
tion of their Divine Surety, all who profess to
trust exclusively in this (the only scriptural)
ground of acceptance, may be restored to the
divine fatour, and admitted into heaven, although
the principle of love to God be not re-enthroned
in their hearts, and the features of the divine
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image be not re-stamped én their souls, and
obedience to the divine commands be not the
habitual tenor of their li¥es. Is not. this to
represent God, as making the obedience of 1lis
dear Son 4 ground and sanction for the disobe-
dience of His people—antencouragement to their
continuance in a state of rebellion against Ilis
authority, and transgression of Hislaws ? Does
it not exhibit Jehovah as contriving a most
stupendous system of divine arrangements, (in-
tended, we are told, to manifest His wisdom,
love, and power most gloriously,) for the very
purpose of enabling Iis rebellious subjects to
insult Him with impunity ; aud, while trampling
on the laws, which, as the Moral Governorof the
universe, e has prescribed for the maintenance
of righteousness in His dominions, to bask in
the sunshine of His smile, and participate in
all the honors of His kingdom.

Could human language express~—yea, could
Satanic impiety suggest, a more horrible insult
to the divine character than this ?

Were this the true view of the Gospel scheme
of salvation, it would be indeed a mystery, but
not a *‘ mystery of godliness”—not such’a mys-
tery, as the holy angels could desire to look into,
with feelings of devout delight, and affectionate
adoration.
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What indignation’ must such an insult to Jeho-
vah excite in those blessed spirits, who worship
Him in the beauty of holiness, and express the
very ground of their adoration and love, when
they cast their crowns before His throwe, crying,
: ¢ Holy, Holy, Holy!” # With what deep abhor-
rence must they regard a scheme, which ex-
hibits the Holy One as the patron of unholiness
—the Almighty Sovereign of the inhabitants
of heaven, as encouraging rebellion in His sub-
jects on earth—and the Righteous Governor of
the universe as providing, at an immense cost—
yea, even by the sacrifice of His well-beloved
Son—for the unpunished, the rewarded violation
of His own laws,

It may almost appear superfluous to expose
the mingled absurdity and impiety of such an
imputation on the character of Him, whose name
is holy; but such is the very essence of Antino-
mianism, wlhen arranged into a systematic
.scheme of doctrine. And such is the tendency
of all professed trust in the Redeemer’s righ-
teousness, which does not stimulate its possessor
to follow after holiness with unwearied zeal, and
to abound in every work and labour of love, by
which that Redeemer’s glory may be advanced.

How anxiously, then, should all who profess
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to be'reposing, with unshaken confidence, on
this-alone scriptural foundation of a sinner’s
hopes, search and examfe. themselvgs, with a
godly jealousy, to see whether their professed
faith is bginging forth those fruits of righteous-
ness and true holiness,gof obedience to the Sa-
viour’s commandments, and conformity to His
character, which are the inseparable concomi-
tants, and therefore, infallible evidences of a true
and living faith; and which decisively prove it to
be of a divine original, wrought in the soul by
the power of the Holy Ghost. For as long as
the character of God remains unchanged, as
long as He continues to pe the God ¢ who
loveth righteousness, and hateth iniquity,” so
long must it be regarded by Him as the very
deepest affront, that can be offered to His Ma-
jesty, to insinuate that His design, in’ putting
forward the righteousness of His,dear Son, as
the exclusive ground of a sinneg’s acceptance
before Him, was to release His creatures from
the obligations of His righteous laws, from the
necessity of becoming personally holy, or
of rendering a loyal and loving subjection
to His will, and obedience to His command-
ments.

I1.—Another appalling consequence, which
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Antinomianism involves, is, thatit represents the
Second Person in the Trinity, the Son of God, as
undertaking the wotk of man’s redemption, for
a purpose infinitely unworthy of His character,
and utterly incompatible with every view of His
. adorable attributes, whiph would entitle Him to
the supreme love and veneration of all pure and
holy beings throughout the universe.

What can be imagined more insulting to
God’s well-beloved Son, than to insinuate, that
His design in leaving heaven, and visiting our
earth, was to obey the commands, and endure
the penalties, of His Father’s law, on His
people’s behalf, as their Representative, in suck
@ sense, as to permit them to combine the hope
of salvation with the indulgence of sin; and to
enable them to be received into heaven, through
the merit of His righteousness, while unholy
passions contjnue to reign, with unsubdued
dominion, within their hearts.

Is it not, in truth, as fearful blasphemy
as Satan himself could suggest, to assert, that
this was the purpose, for which the Eternal Son
of God laid aside his glory, and shrouding the
splendour of His divine nature under a veil of
flesh, clothed Himself in the garments of mor-
tality, and endured sorrow, and suffering, and
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death—even the death of tBe cross. 7This/—
to enable His people to sin with impunity, and
to continue their career of rebellion against His
Father’s authority ; not merely without fear of
the divine displeasure, but with the fullest
assurances of the everlating enjoyment of the
divine love ?

Is not this to represent the blessed Jesus as
the minister of sin, linked in confederacy with
Satan, against the cause of holiness and
God ?

If the Antinomian scheme were scriptural—
if the imputation of the Redeemer’s righteous-
ness to His people were intended, not merely to
give them a title to eternal glory, which fully
satisfies every requirement of Jehovah’s justice,
but also to release them from the obligation of
obedience to His commandments, and conf‘ormity
to His character, even when viewed as the
fruits and evidence, not the growad, of their
acceptance ; where then would have been the
force of our Lord’s answer to the Pharisees,
when they accused Him of casting out devils
through Beelzebub, the prince of the devils ?

How could Satan have been represented as
fighting against Satan ; divided against himself,
and endeavouring to subvert his own kingdom,
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by giving Jesus potver to cast out devils, if the
kingdom, which J esus desired to set up, were such
as Antifiomianism would establish ?

What could Satan desire, more congenial to
his wishes, or more calculated to extend his
influence, than the relizion of the Gospel, if its
design was to render love to God, obedience to
His laws, and likeness to His image, unneces-
sary, in any point of view, in those who were to
enjoy the favor and presence of God, throughout
eternity.

Does not Satan delight in the advancement
of the empire of sin—in seeing it spreading its
accursed influence, more and more widely,
throughout the universe? And how could a
scheme be devised, more powerfully adapted to
the promotion of this object, than that which
Antinomianism would blasphemously set forth,
as the Gospel of the grace of God?

Beyond all controversy, could it be proved to
be either the avowed design, or the legitimate
result, of the Gospel-scheme of salvation, to
release man fromthe obligation of obedience to
Ged, and tc give him a title to heaven, grounded
on the Saviour’s merits, without a meetness for
heaven, imparted by the Saviour’s Spirit; this
would go further to disprove the divine original
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of Christianity, than all thé® arguments, which
the sophistry of infidelity has ever yet arrayed
against her claims to be a 'revelation frem God.
For it might then be argued, with unanswerable
force of reasoning, how could it be imagined,
that a God, whose own Boliness is His essential
glory, could have promulgated a system, whose
purpose it was to destroy the very foundations
of that holiness, which He supremely loves, and
to establish the dominion of sin, that abominable
thing, which He hates with infinite abhorrence.

Yet, if the Redeemer’s righteousness is to be
so confided in, that the sinner who trusts in it is
thereby exonerated from, instead of stimulated
to, cordial love to God, and habitual obedience
to His laws, Christianity would be chargeable
with that very consequence, which would dis-
prove her claims to a divine original. *

How powerfully does this consideration call
upon all, who are professedly trusting in this
alone meritorious ground of acceptance with
God, to examine, with scrutinising jealousy,
whether their professed trust be sanctifying in
its influences; and whether they may indeed
hope, that the Holy Spirit is the author and
cherisher of their confidence in Christ, since it
leads them to regard, with equal horror, turning
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the grace of God info Antinomian licentiousness,
and presuming, wit.h Pharisaical pride, to
attempt to share the glory of their salvation
with the Son of God!

Who, that appreciates aright the<«character
of Him, that was ‘hdly, harmless, undefiled,
and separate from sinners,” can for one moment
doubt, that He feels altogether as deeply insulted
by the Antinomian’s abuse of His grace, as by
the Pharisee’s usurpation of His glory? Were
1 then called upon to address the language of
warning expostulation to one, who seemed in
danger of abusing the grace of God, I would
say to that individual—You profess to trust
exclusively in the Redeemer’s righteousness for
pardon, peace with God and everlasting glory !
So far—well! The word of God commands
you to cling to Ilim—to His all-sufficient
sacrifice alome, with an undivided confidence ;
and to make¢mention before God of no righ-
teousness but His, as the basis of all your

hopes of heaven.
But come--and, with the eye of faith, contem-

plate Calvary’s cross! And while standing at
the foot of that cross, and watching the dying
agonies of Him, who, vou say, you believe,
there expired for your sake, oh! tell me, can
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you for one moment pretenid to believe, that
His design in exchangmg the glory he had with
the Father from etermty, and the adoration of
the heavenly host, for the scoffs, the insults, the
excruciating bodily and mental anguish, which
He endured, while handing on that cross, was to
free you from the obligations of His Father's
holy law ; to allow you to indulge in any one sin
with impunity; and, on the ground of His
meritorious sacrifice, to expect an inheritance
of eternal blessedness and glory, though un-
renewed in the divine image, and retaining
unsubdued that enmity against the blessed God,
in which the very essence eof meetness for hell
consists. Is this the lesson you think he wishes
vou to learn from the stupendous spectacle,
which Calvary’s cross presents? s the infinite
hatefulness of sin so fearfully proclalmed there
by His inconceivable agonies, in erder that you
may revel in its polluting gratification, unalarmed
by the fear of future punishment—yea! encou-
raged by the prospect of a glorious recompense,
to be bestowed on you for the Redeemer’s
sake ? Has the everlasting Father written His
abhorrence of iniquity in the blood of His own
well-beloved Son, that you may safely indulge
in what He has so awfully testified that He
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infinitely hates? Did Jesus sacrifice His life,
to sanction transgression; and give His people
a licence to sin, in order that grace might
abound—and His glory, s a Saviour, be more
triumphantly displayed? Oh! blasphenty beyond
compare! Is it not oné'of the most fearful dis-
plays of Satanic power, that he could succeed in
persuading any professing Christian, who was
not deranged in intellect, as well as depraved in
heart, to put forward such a concentration of re-
volting impiety, as the revelation of a holy God !

Again, therefore, would I most solemnly urge
all, who entertain and express a confident hope
of acceptance, through the imputed righteous-
ness of Christ, to ask themselves, as in the sight
of Him, in whom they profess to trust, are
they making that use of this glorious doctrine,
which they can feel assured He wishes them to
do? Does ip promote purity of heart, as much
as peace of conscience? oes it stimulate them
to devote themselves, and all they have and are,
to His service——and to walk, closely and con-
stantly, in the blessed steps of His most holy
life? Does their dependence on his atoning
blood lead them to abhor and forsake the sins,
to purchase pardoen for which he poured out
that blood? And does the zeal for the honour
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of His Father’s law, which He manifested by
the sacrifice of Himself, tp vindicate the majesty
of that law, in the very act of pardoning its
transgrassors, does this lead them herein to fol-
low His &ample, to honour Jehovah’s holy law
by their willing obediedce to its requirements,
and thus to prove that they are indeed Christ’s,
by drinking into His Spirit, and walking in
His steps ?

IIT.—- Another monstrous absurdity, which
Antinomianism involves, is, that it represents the
blessed God as giving the greatest possible
proof of His love for us—even giving His own
Son to all the shame and alony of the death of
the cross, for the purpose of releasing us from
the necessity of keeping the first and great
commandment, which requires us to Jove the
Lord our God, with all our heart, and mind,
and soul, and strength! Thus, the more that
God does to manifest His love fol us, the less,
according to this view, is it obligatory on us to
cherish and exhibit obediential love to Him.
And, because He has lavished on us a proof
of His loving kindness, which is always spoken
of in Scripture, as if it had tasked the energies
of Deity itself (if we might so speak with
reverence,) to the very uttermost, so that the
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Almighty makes the" irresistible appeal to our
hearts, when pointing to the cross, on which
His well-beloved Son expired for our sakes—
¢ What could even I have done, to prove my
love for you, more than I have there tone ?”—
because the blessed God'has thus exhausted, as
it were, the inexhaustible resources of the
Godhead, to convince us how He loved us,
therefore we are not bound any longer to love
Him with the supreme affection of undivided
hearts, or to serve Him with the supreme
devotion of consecrated lives !

The obedience of His dear Son is, (according
to the Antinomian scheme,) in such a sense,
substituted for ours, that we are under no obliga-
tion of obedience to the law, which says—¢'T’hou
shalt love the Lerd thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and
with all thy strength.” That such self-evident
impiety shouldsever have been put forward, as ex-
hibiting the grace of the Gospel, isindeed almost
incredible—yet Antinomianism embodies this
paradox of blasphemy in its creed. *Tis true that
obedience, in the covenant of grace, is placed on
a totally different footing from that which it held
in the covenant of works. True, that it is not to
besregarded as constituting, in the smallest de-
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gree, the believer’s meritofious claim or title to
the favour of God, and the inheritance of heaven,
but viewed as the embddied exhibition of his
gratitude for the stupendous love of a Saviour-
God, and the only infallible criterion, and neces-~
sary fruit, of a living f4ith in that divine righte-
ousness of the Redeemer, whereby alome the
believer is entitled to ¢ an inheritance, incorrup-
tible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away.”
All this is most willingly conceded, and should
ever be kept in the believer’s abiding recollec-
tion, to crush the first risings of a spirit of self-
righteousness, and prostrate him, in lowly, self-
renouncing adoration, at hig beloved Redeemer’s
feet. DBut it should be as abidingly remembered,
that obedience to the first and great command-
ment, when viewed in this, its scriptural light, is
altogether as indispensable as an undivided
dependence on the righteousnesseof the Son of
God; and that to make our prafessed trust in
that righteousness a plea, to excuse us from the
obligation of obeying the law, which calls on us to
love the Lord our God supremely, is to abuse
the grace of the Gospel to a purpose, the most
insulting to its divine Author, which hell itself
could suggest.

. What, in truth, is God’s uncompromising de-
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mand on every child 6f Adam ? Isitnot, * Give
Me thine heart?” What is the ground of His
quarrel with our fallen race, and the fruitful
source of all the sorrow and suffering, which the
divine displeasure has poured out upon that
.earth, on which, on the iliorning of its creation,
He looked with such fond complacency, and
pronounced it good, even in His sight ? Is it
not, that the children of men refused to recognise
this His most righteous claim, and idolatrously
lavish on other objects that love, which is His
just prerogative, and which, with undivided
supremacy, should be centered on Himself? And
was it not that when: He saw that all the love
He had manifested towards us in creation, pre-
servation, and providence, had failed to win for
Him the affections of our revolted hearts, that
then bent on the couquest of our ingratitude, and
yearning, if we may so speak, after the posses-
sion of our ssupreme love, He resolved on a
stupendous method of winning back our alie-
nated affections, and gave (oh! the unfathomable
depths~—the incomprehensible mystery of the
love of God!)—gave His own, His co-eternal
and co-equal Son (what could He give more ?)—
gave—even Him—to the death of the cross?
Why? was it not, that by the overwhelming
b
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display of divine love exHibited on that cross,
our hearts, disarmed of their enmity against
Him, and weaned from 21l idolatrous. creature-
love, might be led captive to the obedience of that
first and great commandment; and we should
be constrained, by th isfluence of the Holy,
Spirit, bringing the belief of God’s love, as
manifested in our redemption, overpoweringly
into our souls, to love the Lord our God with our
whole heart, and soul, and mind, and strength ?

Can there then be conceived greater absur-
dity or impiety, than Antinomianism involves,
when it asserts, that the design of the eternal
Father, in giving His well-beloved Son to the
death of the cross, was thereby to accomplish a
scheme of salvation for sinners, by which they
might be exonerated from the obligation to love
Him, with their whole hearts, and He might
relinquish His claim on the supreme affections of
His creatures, and leave them atdiberty to lavish
on idols the homage, exclusively due to Himself.

IV.—Another frightful feature of Antino-
mianism is, that it represents the blessed God
as originally prescribing laws for the regulation
of His creatures’ conduct, and afterwards, at an
infinite expenditure of means, involving no less

than the humiliation, and sufferings, and death
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of His well-beloved Son, providing for the viola-
tion of those laws, as an nvaluabdle privilege, to
be conferred, as a spec‘lal token of His love, on
the people whom He has chosen for Himself.
This must be acknowledged, as an® inevita-
«ble consequence of thé& Antinomian scheme.
The Gospelis uniformly represented as a system
of peculiar, and most exalted privileges—display-
ing the most stupendous manifestation of divine
love, the most glorious exhibition of the divine
character, and the most abundant provision for
the happiness of the human race! If then its
design be to release its votaries from the obliga-
tion of obedience to the divine laws, must not
this release be regarded in the light of a privi-
lege, worthy of the character of God, and con-
ducive to the happiness of man! And what a
libel on the divine character does this supposi-
tion supply! «Is it not tantamount to saying,
that the laws, which God originally promulgated
for the regulation of human conduct, are of
such a nature, that it is an inestimable privilege
to be exempt from rendering obedience to their
requirements.
Otherwise, if the law of God be (as in truth it
is) “ holy, just, and good”—an emanation from
His love—a trauscript of His mind—if all His
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commandments should be regarded as the em-
bodied expression of His parental solicitude for
the well-being and happihess of His children,
then must it be self-evident, that obedience to
those comynandments is indispensable for their
happiness. Consequent}y a dispensation, releas-
ing them from such obedience, would be only a
dispensation to release them from the enjoyment
of true felicity—a permission to make themselves
miserable, by running counter to those wise and
gracious injunctions and prohibitions, which are
all constructed on the principle, and for the pur-
pose, of securing to man the highest degree of
happiness, of which his natyre is capable, when
brought by the regenerating. and sanctifying
power of the Holy Spirit, into harmony and
union with the divine.

Now, without proceeding to a detailed exami-
nation of the divine commands, must it not be
obvious, from the infinite perfeations of the
divine character, that whatever the blessed
God enjoin$ on His creatures must be calcu-
lated to advance their real good; and therefore,
that compliance with His injunctions must neces-
sarily tend to promote their welfare and enjoy-
ment. That in every case, and under every
circumstance, obedience to God must, when
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flowing from proper motives, be identified
with happiness, and disobedience with misery.
Could we consult either the angels in heaven,
who delight to do His will, or the rebellious
hosts of hell, what an overwhelming attestation
would they bear to tha identity, for which I
plead. Or can we look at the blessed God,
either in the light of a righteous Governor, ora
loving Father, and hesitate for one moment to
admit a truth, which would be irresistibly flashed
on our conviction, by the unveiled joys of heaven,
and horrors of hell ? (See Deut. x. 12, 13.)

Only conceive a sovereign, enacting laws for
the guidance and government of His subjects—
and afterwards, on a general rebellion breaking
out in his dominions, issuing a manifesto, not
merely offering his rebellious subjects full pardon
for the past, but also releasing them altogether
from the negessity of obedience for the future.
If this manifesto would be really a blessing to
his people, must it not inevitably follow, that
the laws, which they are thus privileged to dis-
obey, were unjust and tyrannical—utterly un-
suited to the real welfare of his subjects,
and unworthy of a wise and benevolent sovereign
to have promulged.

Must we not be driven to the same conclusion,
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if a father were, in similaf manner, to reward
the disobedience of his chlldren, by annulling
the authority of the rules, which he *had pre-
scribed for the regulation of their conduct, and
Jeaving them at liberty to transgress them,
without incurring his @ispleasure! Surely, if
this liberty would be indeed a privilege, for
which they ought to be thankful, the rules, from
whose authority they are thus happily released,
could not have been worthy of a wise and good
father to have enacted, since the happiness of
his children is best promoted by their violation.

And is such the libel we will dare to pro-
nounce on the divine commands? Yes! such
we must pronounce if we call the Gospel a
system of privileges—the most glorious God
can confer—and then declare, as Antinomianism
does, that one of those privileges is ex:amption
from the obligation to obey the eommands of
the blessed God ! .

We can conceive indeed the indulgent sove-
reign, as an act of mercy, pardoning his rebel-
lious subjects—the compassionate father, forgiv-
ing his wayward children, in the tenderness of
parental love. But we feel, as it were intui-
tively, that if thesovereign or the father be such,
as in our hearts we can reverence and love, they

F
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must, if they would consult either their own
glory, or the happiness of those, over whom they
exercise authority, propose forgiveness, on such
terms as will tend to ‘re-establish in their hearts
the principles of ioyalty and love—andewin them
over to respect for tife authority they have
hitherto despised, and obedience to the commands
they have hitherto disobeyed. And this, be it
observed, is precisely what the Gospel, by the
way in which it provides for the pardon of
those, who embrace its merciful offers, Zas done.
We feel that otherwise, forgiveness, if made to
minister to rebellion against righteous authority,
and disobedience to gracions commands, must
prove not a blessing, but a curse! And that for
a sovereign to release his subjects from loyal
submission to a government, based on righteous-
ness, and regulated by wisdom and love, or a
father to reloase his children from filial obedience
to precepts, whose sole purpose is to promote
their best interests, would be an act of the deep-
est cruelty, which, under the pretended garb of
kindness, they could possibly commit.

And is this what Jehovah shall be charged
with ? Yes! this it is, with which Antino-
mianism charges Him, when it asserts, that the
righteousness of the Redeemer, is in such a
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sense imputed to the believer, that he is thereby
released from the necessity of personal obedi-
ence to the commands of God. Let us glance
for a moment, somewhat more in detail, at the
nature of those comm&ndé, and we shall be
abundantly convinced, ® that such a release
would be no less destructive of the happiness of
man, than insulting to the glory of God!

The sum and substance of the divine com-
mands have been condensed by Him, who best
understands their spirit, for they are the ema-
nations of His own mind, the declarations of
His own will—in two short sentences, which,
brief as they are in expression, are so compre-
hensive in extent, that there is no conceivable
duty, which we can owe to God or man, which
is not, as to its essential character and obliga-
tion, contained in them. These two concise,
but comprehensive sentences, are, % Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God, with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind,
and with all thy strength”—and, ¢ Thou shalt
love thy neighbour as thyself.”

Yes, love to God—reverential, grateful love,
pervading and sanctifying every faculty anc
feeling, every energy and affection, of our na-
ture, and producing the most affectionate anc
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L]
cheerful obedience to His requirements, devoted-
ness to His service,,zeal for His glory, and
resignation to His will—and love to man, flow-
ing from the divine fountain of love to God,
and producing, not merely a scrupufous absti-
nence from every thidg which can inflict on
him unjustifiable injury or pain, but also a bene-
volent solicitude, embodied in generous and per-
severing exertions, to administer to the relief
of his wants, and the advancement of his wel-
fare, temporal and eternal—in a word, piety
and philanthropy are the very soul of the divine
law—the substance of the divine commandments.
And would a release from the obligations, and
influences of these heavenly principles be indeed
a privilege, for which we should esteem the
Gospel.good tidings of great joy? Would ex-
emption from the duties, which emanate from
these principles, (containing as they do the very
elements of ‘celestial blessedness,) be a boon,
worthy of God to give, and happy for man to
receive ? Were it not a very waste of words,
to labour to prove, that every act of violation of
these commandsis a step of aberration from the
path, where alone, by the appointment of a
holy and loving God, true felicity can be found ;
and that that life must necessarily be the hap-
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piest, which is most consistently regulated by
these principles—most fully imbued with their
spirit, and pervaded by their power.

If then a believer’s trust in the Redeemer’s
righteouspess were intended to be a substitute
for the possession of thdse principlgs, (as Anti-
nomianism asserts, ) instead of a stimulant to the
most energetic and unwearied efforts to attain
to the highest degree of happiness, which obe-
dience to these commandments can impart—
in what other light could we view the Gospel,
with all its boasted privileges, than as a dispen-
sation, issuing from the court of heaven, and
stamped with its seal, permitting us to be essen-
tially and eternally miserable, by running
counter to those commands, with cheerful obe-
dience to which, when obeyed from the motives
which God requires, all true happines.s is, by
an immutable divine appointment, inseparably
linked. .

For it cannot be too frequently impressed upon
our inmost souls, that God has united, in a
holy bond of union, never to be dissolved, grate-
ful obedience to His commandments, with the
enjoyment of heartfelt happiness—and that it is
an attempt, equally absurd and impious, for man
to endeavour to put asunder what God has thus
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joined together ; and to strive to be happy, while
unreconciled in heart,‘ and disobedient in life,
to the commands of God. And most assuredly
whatever else may be doubtful in theology, this
at least is indisputably certain, that tke object,
which God's well-belovéd Son designed, in ex-
changing the glory of His heavenly throne for
the shame and sufferings of the cross, was not
to dissolve, but to establish, on a firmer basis,
the union between obedience and enjoyment,
between holiness and happiness, which His
Father had ordained and blest !

V.—Nor should it be omitted, that by giving
such a view as Antinomianism supplies of the
design of the Redeemer’s sacrifice, and obedience
unto death, not merely is the deepest affront
offered to Him, but also to the Holy Spirit,
whose glorious office, as the Sanctifier of the
elect people of God, is thus entirely overlooked,
or thrown inte the shade.

Antinomianism proceeds on the assumption,
that the only consequence of sin, for which the
Gospel need supply a remedy, is the exposure to
a sentence of eternal condemnation, in which it
involves the sinner, as a transgressor of God’s
holy law; and that, therefore, the cancelling of
this sentence, by the expiatory sufferings of
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Him, who has paid the fullpenalty of a broken
law, and perfectly satlsﬁed its utmost require-
ments—and the bestowment of a title to the for-
feited inheritance of eternal glory, by the impu-
tation of the Redeemer’s righteousness to His
believing people, are allsthat can be required for
their complete salvation. But herein it is alto-
gether overlooked, that there is another conse_

quence of sin, as fearful in itself and its influ-
ences, and as mdlspensably requiring a suitable
and sufficient remedy, even’the dethronement of
the love of God, and of holiness from the sinner’s
heart, and the predominance of a principle of
enmity against God, ande.alienation from the
precepts of His righteous law.. Viewing then
this twofold consequence of sin, the punishment
it deserves, and the ungodliness it engenders,
we see that not merely must the guilt of sin be
pardoned, but the love of sin mustbe destroyed.
Not merely must the sentence of scondemnation
be cancelled, but the principle of ungodliness
must be subdued. Not merely must the justice
of God be satisfied, but the love of God must
be enthroned in the heart. And while there
must be an imputation of the merit of the Re-
deemer’s righteousness, to give the sinner a
title to heaven, there must be also an imparta-
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tion of the spirit of ‘righteousness, to give him
a meetness for heaven! In other words, the
work of the Holy Spirit, in sanctifying the soul,
is altogether as indispensable for its salvation,
in the full sense of the word, as the werk of the
« Son, in justifying the &inner, by fulfilling, as
his surety, all the requirements, and enduring
all the penalties, of God’s holy law on his behalf.

The necessity of that glorious work, which it
is the prerogative of the Holy Spirit to accom-
plish, even re-enthrohing in the sinner’s heart
the love, and restamping on his soul the image,
of a holy God, is virfually denied by the
doctrine, which would set forth the Redeemer’s
righteousness, as imputed to His people, in
such a sense, as altogether to supersede the
necessity of their personal holiness, in order
to capacitate them for the enjoyment of a
holy heavens And thus, the deepest insult
is offered to that Blessed Spirit, whose office,
as the Sanctifier, as well as Comforter of the
Christian, is so prominently exhibited in the
Word of God.

Were nothing necessary but the imputation of
the Saviour’s righteousness, to render a sinner
capable of enjoying the presence of a holy God,
where, would be the meaning of all those pas-
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sages of Scripture, which represent ¢ sanctifica-
tion by the Spirit,” as egually necessary with
* justification by the Lord Jesus Christ,” in order
to the full enjoyment of the salvation of the Son
of God! *What, in truth, is the very essence of
that salvation ? Is it ét full deliverance from
sin in all its consequences—from its power, no
less than its punishment—from its defilement, as
well as its curse.

Was not the necessity of this union of par-
don and purification typified by the stream
of blood and water, which flowed from the
divine Redeemer’s pierced side ? Did not that
stream most expressively signify, that justifi-
cation and sanctification are equally indispen-
sable for the believer’s complete salvation—
and that for both he is equally indepted to
Him, whose blood was shed for the remission
of his sins, and whose Spirit is poured forth
to purify his soul? Is not the cleansing
stream of sanctifying grace thus set before us
as flowing from the smitten Rock of our salva-
tion equally with the fountain of atoning blood ?
Are not these, however in themselves distinct,
thus declared to be inseparable—so that he
who hopes that he is pardoned by the sprink-
ling of the Saviour’s blood, though he continue
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unpurified by the ‘fndwelling of the Saviour’s
Spirit, is either a hypocritical deceiver, or most
fatally self-deceived.

Need we do more than glance at the character
of God, and the constitution of heavén, to feel
convinced, that an uncanctified soul, a soul in
which the love of God is not the ruling pas-
sion, and the image of God is not stamped by
the Spirit, in righteousness and true holiness,
is essentially and necessarily an unhappy soul,
and must be so, go where it will, throughout
the boundless universe. Yea! that admission
even into heaven itself could not confer a
moment’s happiness on such a soul, inasmuch
as it could find nothing in that holy place,
congenial to its sinful appetites and lusts,
but every thing distasteful to its desires ;
and must, in its own ungodly passions, bring
with it an inward hell, even into the very heart
of heaven! ¢

In truth, it is the undeniable testimony of
Scripture, that imdulged sin is the very element
and essence of hell ; that the ungodly man muet
have within him a hell, from which, while his
character remains unchanged, he never can
escape, for he carries it about with him, wander
where he will—and that holiness and happiness
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are so entirely identified, that God has made it
equally impossible to be truly happy without
being holy, or to be truly holy without being
happy.

Can an} doctrine then be more opposed to
Scripture, or more ruinaus to its victims, than
that which would pervert the glorious truth, that
the Redeemer’s divine righteousness, imputed to
His faithful followers, is their exclusive ground
of justification, and title to glory, so as to lull
the ungodly professors of an evangelical creed
into the fatal delusion, that they are travelling
heavenward, while, by remaining unsanctified
and unrenewed they are actwally unfitted, in the
very nature of things, for the enjoyment of
heaven. And should not the work and offices
of God the Holy Ghost, in making the vessels
of mercy meet for their heavenly inheritance,
be more prominently put forwarcs than they
are, even in the evangelical preathing of our
day!

Should not His deity, His attributes, His
operations, the glorious and gracious part sus-
tained by this blessed Spirit, in the economy of
redemption, be more frequently and fully ex-
hibited? And while it is distinctly stated,
that the infinitely meritorious righteousness of
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the Son of God, must ever stand alone, in its
divine glory, unmixed with any doings or de-
servings of man’s own, as the exclusive plea
which the believer is to put forward, for a right
of admission into the realms of glory, should it
not be as distinctly stated, that this admission
would be utterly unavailing for his happiness,
unless a glorious work were wrought in him
by the Spirit, as well as a glorious work wrought
for him by the Son of God. That renewal
in the divine image is altogether indispensable
for the enjoyment of the divine presence. That
without being purified, as well as pardoned—
without being sanc.ified, as well as justified—
without a meetness for heaven, as well as a
title—the salvation, which the Lord Jesus
Christ has wrought out for His people, by
His meritorious obedience, and sufferings, could
not be fully enjoyed. That therefore there
is equal importance in the work of the Holy
Spirit, as in that of the Son, and equal gra-
titude is due to both, for their offices of divine
condescension and grace towards the objects
of the everlasting Father’s love! And that,
consequently, the Antinomian scheme, by giving
a most unworthy view of the Father’s design
in sending His own Son into our world, and
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of the work accomplished by that Son in the
flesh, and also by denying, or throwing into the
shade, the work of the Holy Spirit, offers a
deep affront to each Divine Person of the
adorable al'rinity ; and is a foul libel on the
character both of the §ather, Son, and Holy
Ghost.
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CHAPTER IIL

THE APOSTOLI{:AL TESTIMONY.

ANoTHER unanswerable objection to Antino-
mianism, and the last I shall notice, is its direct
opposition to the word of God—not merely to
the most explicit declarations, and most impor-
tant doctrines, but also to the main design, and
the pervading spirit, of the entire of the sacred
volume. From its commencement to its close,
in the name of its divine Author, the Bible lifts
up its voice, yea, and that a mighty voice, to
issue the solemn injunction to all, who read its
inspired pages—‘* Be ye holy, for I am holy !
as well as to proclaim the awful warning—
“Without Roliness, no man shall see the Lord I
Could it have heen otherwise, emanating, as it
does, from a holy God—and written by the
inspiration of the Holy Ghost?

In truth, it may be asserted, without fear of
contradiction, that the ultimate design of the
revelation of God’s will, whether contained in
the Old or New Testament, is to restore
fallen man to a capacity for the enjoyment
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of the divine service and presence, by his
renewal in the divine image—even ¢ the put-
ting on the new man, which, after God, is
created in righteousness and true holiness.” In
subserviengy to this design, we find that the
doctrines of Scripture afe uniformly exhibited,
as having a direct tendency, when cordially em-
braced, through the power of the Holy Spirit,
to exercise a sanctifying influence over the heart
and life. And the conviction is thus irresistibly
forced on our minds, that the clearest conception,
or the warmest advocacy, of divine truth, if it
fail to accomplish this result, is, in the estimation
of Jehovah, nothing worth—-cannot be produced
by the operation of that Spirit, whose seal
upon the soul is holiness—and does not, in the
smallest degree, promote in us the end for which
a gracious God has vouchsafed to us a revela-
tion of His will. .

To prove this position, by a detailed exami-
nation of the passages, which would substantiate
its truth, would be to transcribe a very large
portion of the word of God. A brief survey
will, however, be sufficient to establish the asser-
tion I have made ; and to shew, that whatever
may be the immediate subject, which is under
investigationa, its connection with the advance-
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ment of thé:giﬁéllvieéer’s sanctification is either
diréctly enforced, or indirectly implied—and we
are made to feel, that our knowledge of doctrinal
points, however clear or comprehensive, is alto-
gether valueless to ourselves, and unacceptable
to our God, if it does uot advance our confor-
mity to the character of Him, who ¢loveth
righteousness, and hateth iniquity.” Thus—are
we led to contemplate the stupendous love of
Him, even ““God, our Saviour,” who so loved us,
and gave Himself for us? What, are we told,
was the object Ile had in view, in this sublime
display of His self-sacrificing love ? “ He gave
Himself for us, that e might redeem us from all
iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar
people zealous of good works!™ Are we led to
meditate on that most mysterious but most com-
forting'doctrinc, that the everlasting Father, in
the overflovings of a love which passeth all
understanding, so loved us, that He spared not
His own Son, but laid on Him the iniquities of us
all, so that, by this transfer of their sins to the
account of their divine Surety, all who believe on
Jesus, with a living faith, may feel assured of a
free, full, and everlasting forgiveness ? We are
told,* that * He Himself bare our sins in His
v Tit. il 13, 14. ?1 Pet.. ii, 24,
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own body on the tree!” but does the apostle
stop here ? Oh! no—he tglls us, for what pur-
pose the divine Redeemer bore this burthen,
and paid this penalty—It was, * that we, being
dead to sifts, should live unto righteousness!”

Is the mysterious subj’cct of God's predesti-
nation of His people brought before us? Unto
what, are we told, are they predestinated, in
the everlasting purposes of His love? ‘Whom
he did forcknow, He also did predestinate to
be conformed to the image of His Son™ And
again, ‘‘ Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all
spiritual blessings, in heavendy places, in Christ,
according as He hath chosen us in Him, before
the foundation of the world, that we should be
holy, and without blame, before Him, in]love.”?
Are the glorious promises of the Gospel set be-
fore us, in all their freeness and fuln&ss? What
is the influence, we are reminded, that they ought
to exercise over us—what the purpose, for which
we are assured they were given? Hear the
words of the great apostle—‘* Having therefore
these promises, dearly beloved, let ps cleanse
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.™

' Rom. viii« 29. *Eph.i. 4. %2 Cor. vii. 1.
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Aud again, - St. Peter tells ug—that there are
given unto us exteedjng great and precious pro-
mises, that by these we might be partakers of
the divine nature, having escaped the corruption
that is in the world, through lust.”*

Would the apostle trge on ‘the grateful re-
membrance of his beloved brethren at Rome,
the contrast between their former state of de-
grading' bondage, under the dominion of Satan,
and their present state of glorious liberty, under
the dominion of Christ? In what does he - re-
mind them that the very essence of the blessed-
ness of that change consists—¢ Now,” he says,
¢ being made free from sin, and become servants
to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and
the end everlasting life I” In truth, the sixth
chapter of the Epistle to the Romans would
alone be abundantly sufficient to annihilate An-
tinomianisin, and shew, that they who ““sin, that
grace may &bound,” cunnot be the servants or
children of a holy God.

Study carefully that chapter, which of itself, un-
answerably proves, that when St. Paul lays down
that greay fundamental doctrine, that we are
justified by faith only, nothing could be further
from his intention, than to afford the most remote

19 Pet. i. 4.
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encouragement to carelessu:ass, much less un-
godliness, in heart or life., Mark his indignant
“ God forbid!” in reply to the blasphemous
suggestion—** Shall ‘we continue in sin, that
grace may*abound ?” Observe the impossibi-
lity, in his ‘estimation, %hat a true Christian
could so monstrously abuse the grace of the
Gospel, - implied by the touching question,
¢ How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any
longer therein ?”  See how beautifully he alludes
to the spiritual baptism, crucifixion, and resur-
rection, which are exhibited in the believer’s
experience, corresponding in a mysterious sense,
to the baptism, crucifixiony and resurrection
of the Son of God. ¢ We are buried with
Him by baptism into death—that like as Christ
was raised up from the dead, by the glory, of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newpess
of life.” See this same train of thotfght carried
on in the fifth and sixth verses, shewing, that
the design of our old man being crucified with
Jesus, is “that henceforth we should- not
serve sin.” Mark his affectionate and solemn
exhortation—¢ Let not sin reign in your mortal
body, that you should obey it in the lusts
thereof ! Yield yourselves unto God, as those
that are alive from the dead, and your members
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as instruments of righteousness unto God !”
Observe his unanswerable appeal: ““ Know ye
not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants
to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey :
whether of sin unto death, or obetlience unto
righteousness.” Hov- could he more plainly or
forcibly express his conviction, that 'he who lives
in sin is the servant of sin, and cannot be the
servant of God; for that the distinguishing
characteristic of His people is, that  being
made free from sin, they become the servants of
righteousness;” and thus, ‘“‘becoming servants
to God, they have their fruit unto holiness, and
the end everlasting life.”

Now take even this cursory glance at the
contents of this chapter, and can any thing fur-
ther he required to shew, that St. Paul felt
fully convinced, that the doctrine of justification
by faith ohly, through the imputed righteous-
ness of the Lord Jesus Christ, when scripturally
understood, andsavingly embraced, tendsdirectly
and most powerfully to promote the believer’s
sanctification ; to stimulate him to renounce alto-
gether the service of sin; to walk in newness of
life, and to become the servant of God ; having
his fruit unto holiness, as certainly, as the:.end

! John viii, 34.
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of this blessed course w:ll be everlasting
life!

Again—what is the mark of those, to whom,
as being in Christ Jesus, there is no condemna-
tion ?>—**" That they walk not after the flesh, but
after the Spirit—for if yedive, says the Apostle,
after the flesh, ye shall die—but if ye, through
the Spirit, do mortify the deeds of the body, ye
shall live—for as many as are led by the Spirit
of God, they (and they alon?,) are the sons of
God.” Led by the Spirit! In what path? In
that of sin? Were it not indeed blasphemy
against the Holy Ghost to say this? Must not
the path He leads God’s children in, be the
path of holiness ?

In fact, does not the Holy Spirit take up His
abode in the believer’s heart, for the very pur-
pose of making him holy, and thus meet for the
presence of the holy God, and the en]oyment of
a holy heaven.

What also does St. Paul define to be the es-
sential character of the kingdom of God: “*not
meat and drink;” not any thing external, but
“righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost.” Ponder, with deep attention, that
invaluable chapter, in which he delineates, with

! Rom. viii. 2 xiv, 17.
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such exquisite beauty, the divine portraiture
of Christian charitys and proves, that without
this divine principle of holy love, implanted in
the heart by the Spirit of love, and assimilating
the character to that God, who is lové, an angel's
eloquence, the knowfedge of all mysteries, a
miraculous faith, the most unbounded liberality
in alms-giving, and even a death of martyrdom,
would all be nothing worth !

How awful is the warning voice he lifts up,
to guard professing Christians from resting in
a mere speculative unsanctifying assent to the
truths of the Gospel—*“'Be not deceived, Geod is
not mocked ; for whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap; for he that soweth to his
flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption; buthe
that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit
reap life eyerlasting.”

Would he exhibit, in all its glory, “the ex-
ceeding riches of the grace of God, in His
kindness towards us, through Christ Jesus?”
He says to his Ephesian converts—* By grace
are ye saved, through faith—and that not of
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not of works,
lest any man should boast.” But now mark
what follows, to shew how careful he was, (even

1Gal. vi, 7, 8. *ii. 8, 9, 10,
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when most jealous of the honour of God’s grace,
and most solicitous to ascribe to that grace the
undivided glory of man’s salvation,) to prove,
that no countenance was thereby afforded to a
careless ovaunholy life, but that the doctrine of
salvation by grace, properly understood, is a
doctrine powerfully promotive of vital godliness.
Immediately after he had said, ¢ Not of works,
lest any man should boast:” he adds,  for we
are His workmanship,” (could God’s workman-
ship be any thing but holy?)’ ¢ created in Christ
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordained, that we should walk in them.” What
again does the apostle declase to be the infalli-
ble proof of their having been taught, by the
divine teaching of the Holy Spirit, the truthas
itis in Jesus? Is it not even this, ¢'that they
should put off, concerning the former conversa-
tion, the old man, which is corrupt;® according
to the deceitful lusts—and be renewed in the
spirit of their minds—and that they put on the
new man, which, after God, is created in right-
eousness, and frue )‘wline.s.s'.’y

Vould St. Paul pour out the fulness of his
love for his brethren at Philippi, in his favourite
language of love—heartfelt prayer ? What is

’ Viv. 22, 23, 24,
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the object, for which he pleads so fervently in
their behalf—¢" T'is I pray,” he says, *that
your love may abound yet more and more in
knowledge, and in all judgment; that ye may
approve things that are exeellent; that ye may
be sincere and withovt offence, till the day of
Christ, being filled with the fruits of righteous-
ness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory
and praise of God.” He remembered who it
was that said—*¢ Herein is my Father glorified,
that ye bear much fruit.”

Would he lead forward, (as he so frequently
desires, by bringing the all-mmportant subject
before them,) the’thoughts of his Colossian
converts to that day, when Christ, who is the
believer’s life, shall appear, and all His faithful
people shall appear with Him in glory ? Mark
how he presses the anticipation of the glory of
that day, s a motive for crucifying every sinful
appetite and' lust—and oh ! that every minister
of the Gospel, in our day, would herein follow
his example. .

“?Ye shall appear ¢ with Himin glory—mortify,
therefore, your members, which are upon the
earth—fornication, uncleanness, inordinate af-
fection, evil eoncupiscence, and covetougness,

1i. 9, 10, 11. %iii. 4, 5, 6.
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which is idolatry; for which things’ sake cometh
the wrath of God upon the chilcren of disobe-
dience ; and they, who do.such things, shall not
inherit the kingdom of God.” When he is re-
calling to #he recollection of his Thessalonian
converts, his affectionatfeexhortations, while he
dwelt among them, what does he remind them
was the great object he kept constantly in view:
“1Ye know,” he says, ‘ how we exhorted, and
comforted, and charged every one of you, (as
a father doth his children,) that ye would walk
worthy of God, who hath called you unto His
kingdom and glory!” And what doeshe * after-
wards remind them was the purpose of God
eoncerning them, in calling them to the know-
ledge of His dear Son: “this is the will of
God, even your sanctification.”

- And when, in the close of his epistle to those
beloved converts, he throws, as it®were, his
whole heart and soul into a parting prayer, .to
express all, that in the intense fervour of his
love, he desired and sought for them, at the
hands of their common God and Father—what
m%e substance of the prayer, offered up for
th&pu!pose? ¢3'The very God of peace sanctify
you wholly—and I pray God your whole spirit,

"l1st Thes. ii. 11,12, *iv.8, v, 23
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and soul, and body, be preserved blameless
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ!”
Oh! St. Paul felt, that beyond this—the perfect
sanctification of their whole nature—he could
not go in his desires—nor even Goddn the put-
ting forth of His powe?, for their attainment of
the highest possible degree of happiness, of
which, to the utmost extent of creature-capacity,
they could be possessed! Mark the charge he
gives his beloved Timothy, after he had spoken
of the love of monéy, as the root of all evil, and
had set forth the ruinous consequences of inordi-
nate covetousness—*‘! But thou, O! man of
God, flce these things, and follow after righte-
ousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meek-
ness.” It is thus he commands him to, prove
that he has been enabled, by divine grace, to
““fight "the good fight of faith, and to lay hold on
eternal lifes” Look at the two-fold inscription,
he declares # be written on the seal, by which
the foundation of God is sealed—*“* The Lord
knoweth them that are His;” and *“ Let every
one that nameth the name of Christ, depart
from iniquity I” Could he more plainly say,
that the Lord knoweth none, as His owngpeople,
but those who depart from iniquity! And how
11 Tim. vi. 11, 12, 22 Tim. ii, 19,
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awfully is this truth conﬁrmgd by the declaration
of the Lord Himself, whep He tells us, that in
the day that he shall sit upon the throne of His
glory, and summon all His professing people, to
appear bef8re His Judgment-seat He will say to
those, who had done many wonderful works in
His nam2, but had not departed from iniquity
in their hearts and lives—* Depart from Me, I
never knew you.” How solemnly does this as-
sure us, that we must either depart from dniguity
now, or depart from Christ for ever! How
fully is it enforced in that most beautiful com-
pendium of the Gospel! (Titus ii. 11, 12,
18, 14.) Again, for what purpose are we
told, that all scripture is given by inspiration
of God?—Is it not ¢ for doctrine—for reproof
—for correction—for instruction in righteous-
ness—that the man of God may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto all gou@ works?”
Does the apostle record it as *‘*a faithful
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners ?”  Oh! let us remember, that he
equally records it “®as a faithful saying,” and
one which he wished T'itus ‘constantly to affirm
—that they, which have believed in God, might
1iii, 16, 17. ?1 Tim. i, 15. 3 Tit. iii. 8.
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be careful to maintain good works—these things,
(he adds) are good, apd profitable unto men.”
After the apostle, in the epistle to the Hebrews,
had reminded them of the inestimably precious
privileges, which they possessed, it ‘‘having
boldness to enter into the holiest, by the blood
of Jesus, and also in having an High Priest over
the house of God, who could be touched with
the feeling of their infirmities,” what exhortation
does he address to them, as the possessors of
such glorious privileges ? ¢! Let us draw near
with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, hav-
ing our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience,
and our bodies washed with pure water—(the
outward emblem of the inward purity, arising
from the cleansing influences of the Holy Spirit,)
and let us consider one another, to provoke unto
love, and to good works!” How uniformly
practical i¥’the apostle’s style of stating doc-
trinal truth—and how habitually does he press
every privilege, which the believer enjoys, as a
motive and means for his growth in grace, and
his advancement in godliness! Look also at
the various images employed to illustrate the
character, and conflict, of those who ¢ are called
to be saints”! Are they not described as ¢“a holy
! Heb. x. 19-—22.
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priesthood, a holy nation.” k Are they not called
“the temples of the Holy Ghost”—and must
not His temples be holy ? Is not the warfare
they have to wage, a holy warfare, and the
panoply, #ith which they are furnished from
on high, a panoply ofh light—an armour of .
righteousness, on the right hand and on the
leit? Would it not be a very mockery to
assert that any one living in sin could claim
these titles, or was engaged in this warfare ?
When the apostle would reconcile his suffer-
ing Hebrew brethren to the afflictions, with which
God, in His fatherly love, had chastened them,
what is the topic, from which he derives the
strongest, sweetest consolation, to pour as balm
into their bleeding hearts? He reminds them
of their Heavenly Father’s object in thus afflict-
ing the children of His love. A He does it (he
says) ‘“!for our profit, that we might be par-
takers of His holiness:” as if he had said—Be
not cast down, when you are chastened by God,
neither *faint, when you are rebuked of Him—
for whom He loveth He chasteneth.” These
chastening dispensations are the very tokens of
His love. He loves you, as dear children, for
the sake of His beloved Son; and desires your

1 Heb xii, 10,
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happiness, with the‘fondest, the tenderest solici-
tude, and therefore ghastens you, that you may
thereby be made partakers of His own holiness,
because He knows that it is thus alone, con-
sistently with His character, as the®Holy God,
that He can make you partakers of His own
happiness.

Oh! what a consolatory reflection for the
child of God! and what an unanswerable de-
monstration, that, if, we would be happy, as
God is happy, we must be holy, as God is
holy.

How impressively solemn is the warning of
St. James : ““! Be*ye doersof the word, and not
hearers only, deceiving your own selves I” And,
surely if ever there was a period, when this
warnipg of the apostle should be proclaimed,
with reiterated .frequency, and uncompromising
faithfulneSs, from every pulpit, it is the present,
when the thultitude of hearers of the word is
so immensely increased, while judging from the
temper, character, and conduct, displayed by so
many professors, in the various relationships
and duties of life, so deplorably destitute of the
stamp of the Spirit of Christ, we are compelled
to fear, that such numbers are not doers of the

1, 22,
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)
word, but hearers only, fatally deceiving their

own selves, to their everlarting destruction.

Not: less important the closing sentence, with
which he sums up the observations he had-been
making, on’the vital operative mature of justify-
ing faith; that ‘' as the dody v’:'ithout the spirit
is dead, so faith without works is dead also.”

That nothing could be further from the
mind of St. James than to contradict St. Paul,
where he asserts, in establishing the funda-
mental doctrine of the Gospel: ¢ that we are
justified by faith, without the works of the law,”
is manifest, both from the obvious truth, that it
is utterly impossible that two inspired apostles,
writing under the dietation of the same Divine
Spirit, could contradict each other; and from
the fact that both St. Paul and St. James ap-
peal to the same example, that of Abralmm, in
confirmation of the doctrinal views they were
enforcing, so that they mbst have f&lt there was
a perfect harmony of sentiment betwcen them.

And are not their statements, when carefully
examined, easily shown to be perfectly recon-
cileable ? St. Paul asserts, that we are justified
by faith, without the works of the law ; that is,
on our cordially believing, and confiding in the

!, 26.
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Lord Jesus Clirist: as the all-sufficient propitia-
tion for our sins, & ntade of God, unto us,
wisdom, ‘and rlghteousness, afid sanctification,
dnd redemptiop,” we are Justlﬁed -that is, par-
doned, and brought into a state of’acceptance
with God, and accoumed and treated by Him
as righteous, without any works of .any law,
whether antecedent fo this faith, or consequent
upon it, being taken into the agcount before
God, in the matter of.eur Justlﬁcatlon, which
is a free gift of unmerited grace, bestowed on
us exclusively on the ground of the meritorious
sufferings and righteou‘sness of the Redeemer.
Now how does this statement ‘at all militate
against the declaration of St. James, that ¢ faith
without works is, dead,” and that therefore, in
_order to prove that we are in possession of that
:‘faxth 4f which St. Paul speaks as justifying,
(a.nd whnEh he uniformly represents as a living
jalth “ working by lo¥e,”) good works—the holy
tempers, affections, and actions of a holy life,
are indispepsably necessary ; as the infallible
evidences, because the necessary fruits,” of a
living, which alone is a justifying faith. Thus
St. Paul asserts, that the works, which a true
faith will necessarily produce, are not taken into
God’s account in the matter of justification, as
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constituting any part of the }rxeritorious conside-
ration, on the ground of which He bestows this
inestimable blessing ; 'as this would be dividing
the glory of the work of salvation, between
His well-teloved Son, and the sifhers whom
He died to save. St. Janlgs asserts, that the faith
which justifies, by resting on:the Lord Jesus
Christ, as our peace and our righteousness, must
be a living, an operdtive faith; must evidence
its vitality by the fruits it bears; for, ‘as the
body without the spirit is dead, so faith withou.
works is dead also !”-
.. Now is there the smallest discrepancy—yea,
is tiicre not the most harmonious agreement, be-
tween these statements; and assuredly ours is
an age, when the admonition of St. James is
altogether as urgently required, as the exposi-
tion of St. Paul. When it is as imperatively
necessary to remind professing Chricéians, that
the only faith which justifies, is that which pro-
duces good works, as to remind them, that the
good works, which faith produces, are shut out
entirely from any share in the office bf justifying
the sinner, which is the exclusive prerogative
of the Saviour’s finished work.

Perhaps, indeed, more stress should be laid
on the former, than even evangelical ministers

L]
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generally do ; because, in the present day, from
the increased spread of the preaching and pro-
fession of evangehcal truth, the Antinomian
abuse of the grace of the Gospel, which would
reconcile a careless or even unholy li‘e on earth,
with a warranted hope,of eternal life in heaven,
on the ground of the Redeemer’s imputed
righteousness, is altogether as much to be
dreaded and deprecated, as that pharisaical
pride, which would mix up its own imperfect
righteousness, and imaginary merits, in the
matter of justification, with the alonc perfect
righteousness, and infinite merits of the Son
of God. DBriefly then to sum up all in one
sentence—Christ is the meritorious cause, faith
the appointed instrument, and works the decla-
rative evidence, of our justification.

I have dwelt so much at length on the decla-
ration of*St. James, because, when properly
understood, - without. jinterfering, in the least
degree, with the glorious doctriue of justifica-
tion by faith only; it Jays the axe to the very
root of Antinomianism, by exhibiting the pro-
fessed faith which does not work by love, to the
production of the fruits of obedience and right-
eousness, in all the loathsomeness of spiritual
death ; no more entitled to the name and privi-



THE APOSTOLICAL TESTIMONY. 83

leges of living faith, than a corpse is entitled to
the name of a living man! Oh, that this
solemn reflection might sound a trumpet-peal of
alarm in the ears of thousands of unsanctified
professors ®f an evangelical creed, who are
resting a ruinous dependance on a righteous-
ness, which is indeed alone and infinitely suffi-
cient for the justification of all true believers,
but which is imputed only unto them, who believe
with a living, a working, a sanctifying faith.

Not less explicit or important is the testi-
mony of St. Peter to the indispensable neces-
sity of holiness, as the fruit of faith, and the
essence of meetness for the enjoyment of the
purchased inheritance of eternal glory. In the
very opening of his epistle, he speaks of be-
lievers as ¢ elect, according to the foreknowledge
of the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit,
unto obedience, and sprinkling of the”blood of
Jesus Christ.” *

What can be more impressive than this solemn
admonition, which may in truth be considered as
expressing the pervading spirit, which breathes
throughout the whole of the Sacred Volume ?
*“ As He which hath called you is holy, so be
ye holy, in all manner of conversation ; because
it is written—Be ye holy, for I am holy !”
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As if he had saidLSince He who hath called
you to a participatiqn of all the glorious privi-
leges and promises of the Gospel, is the holy
God—as holiness is the very essence at once of
His happiness and His glory—as you would evi-
dence yourselves to be indeed His children, by
bearing His image, and fulfil the design for
which He called you out of darkness into His.
marvellous light—be ye holy, in all manner of
conversation, even as He is holy.

And to shew, to what an extent the apostle
deemed it necessary that this holiness should
carry its purifying influences; what an inward
and all-pervading principle he designed it to be,
he says, in a subsequent verse, * Sanctify the
Lord God in your kearts.”

Again, what a striking proof is supplied in
the closing chapter of his second epistle, that
it was his constant solicitude and endeavour, to
make every subject, which he brought before
the minds of his brethren in Christ, minister to
their sanctification ; thus clearly evincing, that he
deemed the knowledge of divine truth valuable
and profitable, just in proportion as it conduced
to the establishment of holiness in the heart and
life. The apostle had been exhibiting the
awful scenes, that will accompany the manifes-
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tation of the day of the Lord! We seem to hear

the heavens passing away evith a great noise~—
We behold the rolling waves of that deluge of
fire, in which the earth, and all things that are
therein, shall be burnt up} And what is the voice
that, amidst the appalling convulsions of a dis-
solving world, bursts on our ears? Oh! how
loudly does it call on us to be holy, even as God
is holy ! ¢ Seeing that all these things shall be
dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to
be, in all holy "conversation and godliness!”
And when, a little after, he had lifted up the
veil, that hangs over futurity, so far as to dis-
cover to the delighted ga%e of faith * new
heavens and a new ecarth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness”—how wisely does he abstain
from all merely amusing speculations au the
glorious theme, and fasten down the minds of
his beloved brethren on the practical lessons
they should learn, from the contemplation of the
beautiful world he had unveiled to their view,
as the abode of righteousness, in which they
hoped to dwell—* Seeing, beloved, that ye look
for such things, be diligent that ye may be
found of Him in peace, without spot, and blame-
less.”

How clearly does this prove, that the apostle
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felt the anticipation of the second coming of the

Lord to be pre-eminently sanctifying in its
influence ; and that he wished it to be abidingly
cherished in the recollection of all who love the
Lord, for the purpose,of promoting their pro-
gress in holiness of heart and life.

What an important lesson does this teach to
all, who desire, in our day, to direct the atten-
tion of the Christian Church to the second Ad-
vent of the Son of God! And what an impera-
tive obligation is thus laid, by the apostle’s
example, on all faithful ministers, prominently to
exhibit and enforce this blessed hope of the
believer—¢¢ even the glorious appearing of the
great God, our Saviour,” as one of the most
powerful incentives to aspire after the most un-
sullied holiness of heart, the most unreserved
devotedness of life.

If we niow turn to the Epistles of St. John,
we shall find them iull of the most awakening
appeals to those professors of the Gospel, in his
day, whose lives did not bear a consistent testi-
mony to the truth of their profession. It might
indeed be said of the beloved disciple, in regard
to these epistles, (as we remarked was said of a
celebrated Commentator on the Bible, in our
day, in regard to his Commentary,) ¢ that he
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wrote as if the genius of Antinomianism were
stalking before his eyes.” o

There is not, perhaps, in the entire of the
Sacred Volume, any portion, more powerfully
calculated than the First Epistle of St. John, to
expose the ruinous comnsequences of an un-
sanctifying profession of evangelical truth, and
to enforce the indispensable necessity of that
holiness, without which the hope of heaven is
but a false and fleeting dream—yea, without
which heaven itself would be a very hell to an
unsanctified soul. It is, therefore, a portion,
to which, in the present day of spreading pro-
fession, the attention of all, who appear to feel an
awakened interest about their eternal welfare,
and who would not wish to deceive themselves
in a matter of such infinite moment, ough. to be
especially directed. And more particularly
should it be studied, in the most diligent and
devout spirity by those, who profess to have
found peace with God, through the death of
His dear Son, and to be resting an assured hope
of heaven on the divine righteousness, which He
has wrought out for His people—and clothed
in which the true believer is looked upon with
infinite complacency, even by the eyes of the
holy and heart-searching God.
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How important fer them to try the validity of
their profession by such a simple, yet searching
test, as the following words supply. ¢ If we say
that we have fellowship''with Him, and walkin
darkness, we lie, and, do not the”truth: ut
if we walk in the light$ as He is in the light, we
have fellowship, one with another, and the blood
of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all
sin!”

How could language more unequivocally or

emphatically’ express, that an indispensable
“evidence of our really having fellowship with
God, and being cleansed by the blood of His
Son from all sin—is' walking in the light—is a
consistent Christian walking with God, in the
path of His commandments—in ‘the footsteps
of His«dear Son—a steady course of holy obe-
dlence——a life, habitually - regulated by those
principles of nghteousness, which Jesus enforced
both by His precepts and His examplé ! Again,
he inculcates the same supremely important
truth, when he asserts—* Hereby we do know
that we know Him, if we keep His command-
ments ; he that saith, 1 know Him, and keepeth
not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth
is not in him!” Why, if there were no other
verse in the Scripture, bearing on the subject,
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that one would be sufficient o demolish for ever
the whele fabric of Antinorsianism. While that
verse stands, an animpeached witness to the truth
of God—keeping His commandments must for
ever remain, on the ingubitable testimony of
God Him:elf, the altogether indispensable evi-
dence, and necessary fruit of a saving knowledge
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Nor should we omit
to notice the emphatic confirmation of this truth,
in those memorable words of our blessed Lord
Himself—¢“ If a man love Me,. he will keep, my
words—he that loveth Me not, keepeth not my
sayings.”

No ingenuity of sophistry tan evade this con-
clusion—it is not m the compass of human lan-
guage to speak more plainly : ¢ He that saith,
I know Him, and keepeth not His command-
ments, is a liar.”  Surely there is no amblgmty
here—no eccasion’ for human commentaries to
explain the'meaning 6f this passage. Beyond
all controversy, the Antinomian, who fancies
himself released from the obligation of keeping
the commandments of God, by his professed
trust in the imputed righteousness of the Re-
deemer, is convicted by this verse, as a liar, and
the truth is incontestably proved not to be in him.

Oh! that all in our day, who profess to know
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Christ, would praylover this verse, till its every
word was, as it were, engraven on their hearts,
by the Holy Spirit, and their lives exhibited
satisfactory evidence to God, and to the world,
that their profession of faith could stand this
searching test. ¢

Observe, again, how the apostle reiterates
the sentiment, as if he felt he could not too fre-
quently repeat the solemn truth. ¢ He that
saith, he abideth in Him, ought himself also to
walk, even as He walked 1”—ought to walk, even
as Jesus walked! Is this the bounden duty of
all, who say they abide in Him? Is ¢tkis what
alone will stamp sicerity on their profession ?
Walking, even as Jesus walked! Alas! what
multitudes of professors, in our day, we
cannot, but fear, this test will strip of their
fallacious hopes—the r false claims to the cha-
racter afti privileges of the children of God!
Oh! if conformity to the image of:the Son of
God—if treading in His steps—if following His
example, if these be required, as marks of since-
rity, in all who say that they are abiding in Him,
would it not well become thousands in our day,
who’appear confident of their safety, to examine
carefully on what foundation their confidence is
built !
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What a death-blow does St. John give to an
unsanctifying hope of eteynal glory, when he
declares, speaking of a scripturally warranted
hope of salvation, that  every man that has this
hope in Ch#ist, purifieth himself, even as He is
pure;” and the connexiony in which this declara-
tion stands, stamps on it peculiar force and value.
The apostle had been contemplating the stu-
pendous love, displayed in our redemption! In
a transport of wonder, and adoring gratitude,
he cries out, ¢ Behold what ‘manner of love the
Father hath bestowed on us, that we should be
called the sons of God!”"—that we, vile, miserable,
polluted, hell-deserving sinrters, that we should
be called by the highest, the most glorious title
which Gcd Himself could confer—the sons of
God. His eye then glances from the loye that
has been displayed, to the glory that shall be
revealed—from the day of Christ’s abasement,
when He came, in great humiliatiort, to be lifted
up upon a cross of shame, to the day of His ex-
altation, when He shall come again, in unutter-
able majesty, to be lifted up on His throne of
glory. And looking forward to that promised
day of complete triumph to the Redeemer, and
to all who, by faith, are one with Him, he un-
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folds, as far as they can be unveiled to our view,
while tabernacling invthe flesh, the magnificent
prospects of ineffable blessedness, which shall
then be bestowed on all the faithful followers
of the Lamb. . *

It doth not yet appear what we shall be I”"—
we cannot at present, with our feeble, sin-defiled
faculties, clearly discern, or fully grasp, the
glory that shall then be revealed both o us, and
in us; but this we know, (and assuredly it may
content us to know this, for what can we possi-
bly desire more than this?) ¢ When He shall
appear, we shall be like Him, for we shall see
Him, as He is.” *

But now mark the use the apostle makes of
this glorious anticipation—Observe the influence,
which .he declares uniformly to emanate from
this blessed hope, so as thereby to point out,
with infallible discrimination, the character of
those, who ‘alone are warranted, on scriptural
grounds, to cherish it with humble confidence !
¥ Every one that hath this hope in Him, purifieth
himself, even as He is pure.” Could language
more clearly or emphatically proclaim, that
blessed are the pure in heart, and they alone,
for they, and they alone, shall rejoicingly see a
Saviour-God, as He is, in that day of His ap-
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pearing, and be partakers v« His glory. Or
could a more solemn warping be addressed to
all, who profess to be expectants of a participa-
tion in the Saviour’s glory in that day, that, if
their hope® does not exercise a purifying in-
fluence over their heagt and life, however
confidently it may be cherished, it is not a
hope, which has been inspired by the Holy
Spirit—it does not rest on the warrant of the
word of God—and, in the day of Christ’s
appearing, it will be changed into utter and
everlasting despair.

How fully is this confirmed by the description
which the apostle gives in the apocalyptic vision
of the New Jerusalem, into which shall enter
nothing that defileth, and from which therefore,
shall be excluded ¢ the fearful, and unbeieving,
and the abominable, and murderers, and whore-
mongers, and sorcerers, and idolatet§, and all
liars, who shall have their part in the lake, which
burneth with fire and brimstone—which is the
second death.” (See Rev. xxi. 8, 27. xxii.
12—16.) Mark also the awful warning of St.
Paul, when speaking of such sins—* Let no
man deceive you with vain words, for because
of these things cometh the wrath of God upon
the children of disobedience.”
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I will adduce but one more testimony from the
beloved disciple ; and it is one, which might be
relied upon, as altogether sufficient, did it stand
alone in the word of God, to sweep away into
utter annihilation that refuge of lies,"which Anti-
nomianism affords, as the basis of a sinner’s hope.
In truth, the whole controversy might be allowed
to hinge on the first ten verses of the 3rd chap.
of the 1st Epistle of St. John: and these, if
properly examined, could not fail, (with an
influence like the touch of Ithuriel's spear,)
when applied to the genius of Antinomianism,
however disguised under the attractive form of
an angel of light, tb make it start up before our
eyes, in all its native hideousness and deformity,
as a spirit of darkness, bearing on its front
enmity against God, and hatred of Hisholy law.
I would here briefly notice the remarkable
strength™of the apostle’s language, in proving,
that persondl holiness is an altogether indispen-
sable mark, whereby the children of God may
be discriminated from the children of the devil.
¢ Whosoever abideth in Him, (in Christ, )
sinneth not—whosoever sinneth, hath not seen
Him, neither known Him.” Could words more
explicitly declare, that an habitual crucifying of
sinful desires, and an habitual cherishing of holy
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affections, evidenced to be of' divine origin, even
implantation by the Holy Ghost, by their pro-
ducing the fruits of a holy life, are altogether
indispensable proofs of abiding in Christ. But
the apostle & not satisfied with this strong asse-
vertaion—he subjoins a sslemn warning—** Let
no man deceive you”—as if he foresaw, how the
frightful abuse of the glorious doctrine, that the
believer is justified freely through the impu-
tation of the Redeemer’s righteousness, would,
in after times, be formed into a Christ-disho-
nouring system, for the Antinomian principle
had already begun to work.

¢ Let no man deceive you,%he says,)—he that
doeth righteousness is righteous, even as He is
righteous !”—Not, you see, he that professes to
trust in the Redeemer’s righteousness, while he
remaineth unrighteous himself—but he, who,
while trusting, undividedly, in the rightéousness
of the Redeemer, like Him, in whotn he trusts,
supremely loves, and desires to practise, all
righteousness.

Now, mark—having shewn whose pattern the
doers of righteousness are copying, and whose
followers they are thus evidenced to be, the
apostle as clearly exhibits the true character
and condition of those, who commit sin—the ex-
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ample they are foi'lowing, and the master. {o
whom they belong. ,Andoh! what p.%'ful words
are those, in which he announces this appalling
part of his subject—** He that committeth &ix.
is of the devil!” How unanswerably does this
demonstrate, that ae habitual mdu.lgence in
sin—in any one known sin, (no matter whpt
truths may be speculatively believed, or pgor
fessed, or what hopes may be confidently che-’
rished,) infallibly proclaims its victim to he &
child of Satan, not of God! In truth, sin, ha-
bitually indulged, is Satan’s own seal upon the
soul ; bearing his image, and marking and
securing it as his*property. Such a character
cannot have any lot or part in the salvation,
which the Son of God came down from heaven
to aecomplish for His people ; and the very
essence of which is deliverance from the power,
as well as the punishment of sin ; for, adds the
apostle, ¢“for this purpose the Son of God was
manifested, that He might destroy the works of
the devil.” Whoever, therefore, practises those
works, which it was the very purpose of the Son
of God, in His manifestation in the flesh, to
destroy, is running counter to His design, in
coming into our world, and doing all he can to
frustrate the purposes, for which He shrouded the
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glory of His Deity under a veil of flesh, and
stooped even so low, as to gubmit to the jgnomi-
nious death of the cross. . And can he," who is
thus diametrically opposed to the Saviour’s
purpose in *lis incarngtion, sufferings, and
death, be supposed to have an interest in the
work of.salvation, which He wrought out for His
people, because he professedly trusts in that
work for acceptance, while doing all in his
power to defeat the design, for which it was un-
dertaken and finished ?

But the apostle seems anxious to impress
this all-important truth yet more forcibly—for he
adds, by way of contrast to‘this awful mark of
the followers of Satan—* Whosoever is born of
God doth not commit sin; for His seed remaineth
in him, and he cannot sin, because he i3 born
of God!” As if he had said—Eveg child
of God has such an unfailing principle of a
divine and holy life abiding in him ; *such an un-
conquerable hatred of sin, and love of holiness,
enthroned in his heart, by the Holy Spirit, who
takes up His abode there, for the very purpose of
making his body a temple of the holy God, and
renewing his soul in the divine image, in righte-
ousness and true holiness—that he cannot habi-
tually commit sin—he cannot habitually indulge

H
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in what he knows his Heavenly Father hates.
No affectionate grateful child can delight in sys-
tematically opposing a beloved father’s will, and
running counter to his commandments. Even
thus, “ Whosoever is born of "God cannot
commit sin,”-—it canuot be his course of life—
the path, in which he loves to walk; because,
being born of God, the holy seed, (which must,
agreeably to its nature, like all other seed, bear
fruit of its own kind ; therefore, must bear the
fruits of holiness,) remaineth in him. So that,
while this remaineth, the fruit, which it produces,
must, also remain, in different degrees of abun-
dance in different’ believers, according to the
degrees of faithfulness, and earnestness, with
which they seek and improve the influences of
the Holy Spirit, (who can alone, by His divine
power, ‘fertilize this precious seed,) and en-
deavour to eradicate whatever might tend to
retard its growth, or diminish its fruitfulness.
In some, therefore, the good seed bringeth forth
heavenly fruit thirty, in some sixty, in some an
hundred fold. And, then, in concluding this
powerful attestation to the supreme importance
of personal holiness in the believer, the apostle
sets forth the “ doing righteousness,” and ¢ com-
mitting sin,” as the respective badges of distine-
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tion, by which the followers of the Saviour and
of Satan may be discrimigated. For he says,
“In this (or herein~even by the mark—that
‘he that committeth sin is of the devil—but he
that is borrwof God canpot commit sin,’) in this
the children of God are manifest, and the chil-
dren of the devil!”

Now, may it not be fairly asked, if it had
been the express purpose of St. John, in writing
this epistle, to enter his solemn protest against
the Antinomian heresy, and to warn the profes-
sing Church of Christ, that the only faith in the
Redeemer’s righteousness which will justify and
save the soul, is that which produces the hatred
and mortification of all sin, and the love and
practice of all righteousness, and that the only
hope of participating in the Saviour’s .glory,
which the day of His appearing will ratify, is
that which leads to a participation of His purity
now—could the, apostle have used’ plainer or
stronger language ?

Has he not, as explicitly as words could con-
vey his meaning, declared, in the verses we
have been considering, that the whole professing
Christian church is divided into two separate
families, ¢ the children of God, and the children
of the devil?” That' the members of these
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respective families ‘bear the image of their res-
pective parents. Ang that therefore, as the devil
is the author olssin, his children may be known
by having the stamp of sin—the likeness of their
father—branded on th‘eir charactess, pleasures,
and pursuits. Whereas the children of that God,
who is essentially holy—who loveth righteous-
ness, with an infinite affection, and bateth ini-
quity, with an infinite abhorrence, must be
marked out as His, by having Ilis likeness—the
impress of His ixﬁage——-the seal of Ilis Spirit,
stamped on their souls, and exhibited in their
life, *“in righteousness and true holiness.”

But, here, it may be necessary to guard against
an erroncous impression, which might arise from
a misconception of the apostle’s meaning, and
unneecssarily disturb the peace of some timid,
humble child of God, by a groundless apprehen-
sion of the safety of his state, when tried by
this searching test.

If it be an indispensable mark of a child of
God, that he ¢ sinneth not—yea! that he cannot
commit sin, because he is born of God,” then
may some trembling Christian, conscious of a
constant conflict with indwelling sin, which often
gains a temporary victory, breaking out in tem-
pers, words, or actions, inconsistent with that
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perfect purity, and holiness, after which he

aspires, be ready to crysout, in desponding
alarm: ¢ Alas! if this be the only infallible
mark, by which the child of God may be discri-
minated, ho% can I pregume to appropriate to
myself the title, with all she glorious privileges
which it involves? I, who find sin so cleaving
to me, that it mingles with and defiles my
every thought, word, and deed—so polluting
my very purest services, and profaning, by its
unhallowed presence, the inner sanctuary of my
soul—that I find no prayer so suitable to my
state, as * God, be merciful to me a sinner!”
and no verse so precious to tny soul, as * This
is a true saying, and worthy of all acceptation,
that Christ Jesus came into the world, to save
sinners.” ,

Let us theréfore carefully examipe the
apostle’s language, lest such a spirit as #his
should be harassed with needless apprehen-
sions. Is St. John, then, to be understood, as
advocating the doctrine of sinless perfection ?
Does he mean to assert, that no one is warranted
to hope he is a child of God, who has not
obtained a complete conquest over every sinful
propensity of his fallen nature, so as to be able
to say, with triumphant joy, I have no sin.”
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Unquestionably not. Independently of all ab-
stract reasoning on the subject, we have his own
express assurance, that he is not the advocate of
a doctrine, so palpably opposedto the whole tenor
of the Word of God, and to the véty constitu-
tion of the Gospel-scheme of redemption : for
he has himself told us, that *if we say that we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us I”

It is therefore incontrovertibly certain, were
it only from this one passage, that it could not
be the apostle’s intention, in the verses we have
been considering, to assert, that it is possible
for a believer, whilé on earth, to attain to a state
of sinless perfection. Since he makes the pro-
fession of having attained to such a state, a sure
mark ef self-deception, as to our real character
and condition; an infallible proof, that ‘the
truth is not in us !”

How then are we to reconcile the apparently
contradictory statements, that “he that is born
of God cannot commit sin :” and, *if we say
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us.”

If we attend not merely to the letter, but to
the spirit, of the two statements, the apparent
contradiction will be at once removed, and a



THE APOSTOLICAL TESTIMONY. 103

beautiful harmony between them be discovered ;
illustrating at once the holigess and the humility
of the Christian character, and exhibitiog the
equally indispensable necessity of our being jus-
tified freely Uy the imputgtion of the Redeemer’s
righteousness, and sanctified thoroughly, body,
soul, and spirit, by the influences of His grace.
By comparing the two statements together,
we are reminded of two equally important truths,
that, as sinners, deserving of a sentence of eter-
nal condemnation, and in whom sin carries on
a continual conflict, even to the last moment of
our earthly existence—if saved at all, it must be
altogether of grace—free, *unmerited grace,
through the imputation of the Redeemer’s righ-.
teousness, not in any measure of works lest any
man should boast. And, at the same time, that
they, who are justified, are also sanctiﬁ?;i; that
all who are made righteous by the righteousness
of the Saviour, are made holy by thé indwelling
of the Spirit; and that they, who are Christ’s,
by a vital union with Him, while they rest on
His merits the whole weight of their eternal
hopes, give this proof of their union, even that
they *“have crucified the flesh, with its affections
and lusts,” and bring forth the fruits of righ-
teousness, to the glory of His grace.
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* When the apost'le, therefore, tells us, that
the .child of God cannot commit sin, we are
reminded,-that such a view of the infinite hate-
fulnegs of sin is exhibited to the believer’s soul,
by the sufferings and death of*God’s well-
beloved Son, that hescan no longer take plea-
sure in, or hold fellowship with, that abominable
and accursed thing, which was the cause of such
inconceivable agonies to the Saviour, whom
he loves, and of which God has testified
His abhorrence, in such an appalling mani-
festation of His wrath, as was presented on
Calvary’s cross !

We are thus remtinded, that the warfare of the
child of God against sin must be an universal
warfare—admitting of no compromise with any
form ar modification of sin; and which is so far
from allowm" of any exception, in behalf of any
cherished bosom-lust, that it directs its most
strenuous efforts againat the sin, which doth
most easily beset us. We learn also that the
obedience, which the child of God is to render
to the divine commands, in testimony of his
grateful love to that Saviour, who has bought
him with His own blood, must be an universal
obedience—not singling out any one of God’s
commandments for neglect or violation, but ren-
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dering to them all alike a cordial and: constant
subjection, * without par#ality, and without
hypocrisy.” And that the standard, which the
child of God must set up for his imitation, and
to which e Thust intessgntly direct his aspira-
tions and his aim, must be nothing short of “per-
fect holiness, as exhibited in the character and
life of the Son of God—not selecting, as the
object of exclusive imitation, any of the divine
features of that character, to the omission of the
rest ; but seeking by divine grace, through the
power of the Holy Spirit, to attain to the closest
conformity to them all. And if any features
should be preferred, for p¥culiar study, and
efforts at imitation, the honest-hearted Christian
will select those, to which, from constitutional
temperament, or any other cause, he .is, by
nature, more peculiarly opposed.

From this, which the apostle’s language un-
questionably involves, it follows, By necessary
consequence, that if any professing Christian
resign himself to the dominion of any one sin—
if there be any one bosom-lust, which he will
cherish, however willing to crucify all the rest—
any Agag he is regolved to spare, even while he
sacrifices whatever else he is commanded to
destroy, this exception, in favour of any one
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known sin, brands insincerity on his profession
of Christianity, ande delusion on his hope of
heaven. And with whatever confidence he may
cherish that hope, or with whatever plausibility
he may maintain that,profession, “he is not a
child of God, for whoseever is born of God doth
not habitually, and allowedly commit sin, yea,
he cannot thus commit sin, because he is born
of God!

On the other hand, if we are so ignorant,
both of the extent and spirituality of God’s holy
law, reaching to the most secret thoughts of our
hearts, and requiring perfect purity, and uninter-
rupted obedience, and also of our owndeficiencies
and defilement, as to fancy ourselves to be alto-
gether free from sin— and to have fully attained
to the standard of obedience and holiness, set
before us in the Gospel—there cannot be a surer
evidence\, that we are deceiving ourselves, in our
estimate of dur own state, and that the truth is
not in us. That truth, which, when received into
the heart, through the teaching of the Holy
Spirit, always so humbles the believer, even
when his strivings after holiness are most zealous
and most successful, under such an overwhelming
sense of His own sinfulness—the impurity of his
motives, when most pure, and his want of con-
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formity to the divine image, even when most
closely conformed--as makzes him cling, with all
the earnestness of the grasp of faith, to the Re-
deemer’s righteousness, as that, which alone can
fully saticfy 1l the requirements of God’s holy
law, and therefore as that, on which exclusively
he rests his undivided hopes of salvation. And
thus is he prepared, with all the company of the
redeemed, to cast the crown of glory at his Re-
deemer’s feet, in grateful acknowledgment, that
itis the purchase of His most iarecious blood, and
to join in the universal chorus of praise, which
they shall lift up before His throne—saying,
*“ Worthy—and worthy alone+-is the Lamb, that
was slain, to receive honour, and glory, and
power, and blessing! Therefore unto Him that
hath loved us, and washed us from our sins in
His own blood, and hath made us kings and
priests unto God, even the Father, to Him be
glory and dominion, for ever and evér. Amen.”
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CHAPTER 1IV.
THE SAVIOUR'S TESTIMONY.

IF, from the testimony of the apostles, on this
important subject, we turn to that of their divine
Master, we shall find the most entire harmony
subsisting between them. We shall find, that
He no less explicitly maintains the indispensa-
ble necessity of personal holiness, flowing from
the love of God, enthroned in the heart, as
the inseparable concomitant, and only infallible
eviden(&, of a saving faith; that Ile no less
unequivocally declares the indulgence of any
one known' sin to be utterly incompatible
with a well-grounded hope of salvation, through
His own meritorious sufferings and righteous-
ness. In truth, dees not His name bear the
most decisive testimony to this truth? Yeal is
not the very name of Jesus in itself sufficient to
expose the utter unsoundness of the Antinomian
scheme ? Is not the reason assigned by the
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angel for giving this nam& to the Saviour,
“ because He shall save His people from their
sins,” an unanswerable refutation of that
scheme ? Foris it not the design of Antino-
mianism toadrepresent Him, as saving them
their sins? And does It not therefore tend to
rob that precious name of all its glory, and to set
forth Jesus as a Saviour, of the very opposite
character to that, which the Scriptures proclaim?

In confirmation of the truth of this assertion,
we may also confidently appeal to the uniform
tenor of our blessed Lord’s teaching, which
might be characterised as pre-eminently practical
—and always calculated to produce the convic-
tion, that no correctness of speculative views, no
profession of attachment to Him, or dependance
on Him, could compensate, in His estimation,
for the absence of that cordial obedience to His
commandments, which He represents as the only
unquestionable proof of sincere love to Himself
reigning in the heart. What, in truth, is the
sermon on the mount, (Mat. v. vi. vii.) that
matchless effusion of divine wisdom, clothed in
the most attractive garb, with which human lan-
guage could invest it, but an exhibition, from
its commencement to its close, of the character
which it was the design of the Son of God to
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form in His disciples, and to the formation of
which every doctrine He has revealed is in-
tended to conduce—the genius of the dispensa~
tion He came into our world to establish—and
the motives and principles, by which His people
should be influenced and regulated, in all the
various relationships and duties of life. Look
at the beatitudes with which it opens! What
language could more . distinctly or more im-
pressively announce, that the formation of a
character in His followers, congenial to the cha-
racter of God, and suited to the atmosphere of
Heaven, was with Him an object of primary
importance, to which all the arrangements and
developments of the divine dispensation, which
He was then introducing upon earth, were to be
subservient ; and that the very essence of the
blessedness, which He came to bestow on the
faithf recipients of His divine instructions—
on those, for whose salvation He was content to
endure the cross, despising -its shame, consisted
in the ascendancy of holy and heavenly prin-
ciples, tempers, and affections, in their hearts,
issuing in a consistent course of holy and hea-
venly conversation and conduct, in their lives.
Is not the language of those beatitudes, in
the mouth of the divine Redeemer, substantially
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this? “ I have come down’from My throne of
glory in the heavens, to b the communicator of
happiness to the sonsof men! But, at the very
outset of My ministry of mercy, I would wish it
to be distinesly understood, that the happiness,
which I have visited this Jvorld to impart to the
children of men, is a happiness, of which the
smile of a reconciled God, lifted up on the par-
doned soul, is the source—a happiness of
character, not of circumstances—a happiness
altogether different from what the votaries of
the world desire and pursue—a happiness, whose
constituent elements are humility, and godly
sorrow for sin—meekness, and a thirsting after
rightcousness—mercifulness of disposition, and
purity of heart—a desire to extend the reign of
peace throughout the earth—and a willingness
to endure the severest persecution, for the Re-
deemer’s sake ! In fine, a happiness, whose very
essence 1s restoration to the favour,*and renewal
in the image of God! Such is the happiness
I have come down from heaven to impart. Such
the character, which My religion is intended to
form. Such the dispositions and desires of those,
whom I call blessed. I announce this, in the
very commencement of my ministry. I write
it, as it were, on the very portal of the sacred
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edifice I am about to erect, to the glory of God
—that no man may mistake the nature of that
blessedness, which, by coming to Me, as a
divine Teacher and Saviour, he is privileged to
expect.” (:

Let us look, now, at the substance of this
incomparable sermon. Observe, in their fuller
development, the various features of the cha-
racter of those, whom lle, who is Himself the.
source and substance of all true happiness, pro-
nounces blessed!” The forgivingness, which
must not utter a single resentful expression,
yea, or even cherish a single resentful thought—
the purity, whicheshrinks from so much asa
momentary indulgence of unhallowed desire—
the meekness, which endures the most unjusti-
fiable provocations, with unconquerable patience
—the generosity, which waves its just rights,
rather than enforce them in an unchristian spirit,
and delights in liberality, without hope of recom-
pense from those, on whom it is bestowed. The
love of enemies, producing the most benevolent
desires and exertions to promote their eternal
welfare ; that characteristic precept of the
Gospel, which alone would be sufficient to evi-
dence its divine original, and prove it to be an
emanation from that God, who, in the very
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essence of Ilis nature, is love. The unosten-
tatious charity and piety, yhich delight in con-
cealment from every eye, but that of Him, who
sceth in secret—the simplicity of purpose, seek-
ing, with singleness of aim, the glory of God—
the unreserved devote&qess of an wundivided
heart to Ilis service—a cheerful confidingness
in His fatherly love and care—a supreme soli-
citude to seck first the kingdom of God, and
His righteousness, while reposing an undoubting
trust in Him, who feeds the birds of the air,
and clothes the flowers of the field, for whatever
measure of temporal comfort He knows to be
needful—the candour, which puts the most cha-
ritable construction on the conduct of others;
and the conscientiousness, which is all but seru-
pulously severe in judging our own., The
fervency of prayer, which asks, in the unques-
tioning confidence of faith, grounded on ‘the
promise of a faithful God, andsderives the
sweetest encouragement, for the success of its
supplications, from the experience of the tender-
ness of an ecarthly parent’s love. And, finally,
that invaluable precept of ““doing to others as
we would that they should do unto us,” which, if
honestly applied, would afford us an infallible
directory, for regulating our conduct to our
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fellow-creatures-—séeuring to them all that equi-
table, compassionate, and generous treatment;
all that scrupulous respect to their rights, and
tender svmpathy in their sorrows, and affec-
tionate ministrations to their welfdte, temporal
and eternal, which, if placed in their circum-
stances, we would be warranted to desire and
expect! Such are the features of the Christian
character, as pourtrayed, in this inimitable ser-
mon, by the divine Redeemer’s hand.

And now, mark, at the close of this divine
discourse, how solemnly our blessed ILord lifts
up the voice of affectionate warning, to expose
the utter useclessness of an uninfluential profes-
sion of attachmentto llis name; and to enforce
the necessity of a holy life, as an indispensable
evidenze of the heart being renewed by divine
grace ! Ponder well the declaration, that *“ every
good tree bringetl: forth good fruit, but a
corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit ; wherefore
by their fruits ye shall know them!” How
absurd, then, in the face of this verse—yea!
how insulting to the Son of God—to maintain
the opinion, that a professed dependance on His
righteousness, which does not produce the fruits
of righteousness can be a saving faith. For is
not this, in other words, to say, in direct contra-
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diction to the Saviour’s ekpress declaration,
that a tree may be good, without bringing forth
good fruit—yca, may be a tree of divine plant-
ing, and yet bring forth only evil fruit! What,
again, czn be more explicit, or more awful, than
the warning contained',in that verse, which
ought to be sounded forth with reiterated
urgency, in our day, in the ears of every pro-
fessor of an evangelical creed ? ¢ Not every one
that seith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven, dut he that doetl
the will of my Father, which is in heaven!”
How desperate the infatuation, which, in spite
of such a warning, clings to ahope of acceptance
with God, through the Redeemer’s rightcous-
ness, accompanied by a profession of respect,
and submission, and love to the Lord .Jesus,
which, however plausible or imposing in its ex-
ternal demonstrations of attachment, {5 not
evidenced to be of the operation «of the Holy
Spirit, by bringing the heart and life into sub-
jection to the will of God. Aud how solemnly
are we reminded, that the worthlessness of such
a profession, and such a hope, will be most
fearfully exhibited, in THAT day, when He, whom
these deluded victims of Satan have pretended
to reverence and confide in as their Lord and
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Saviour, will say to many, ‘who have even
prophesied in His name, and in His name cast
out devils, and in His name done many won-
derful works”—“1 never knew you: depart
from Me, ye that work iniquity I” *Oh! surely,
that terrific sentence, uttered by the merciful
Saviour’s lips, is abundantly sufficient to demon-
strate the hopelessness of the Antinomian’s hope,
and utterly to demolish the unhallowed fabrie of
his unscriptural creed! And then, asif to mark,
with a simplicity of language, which the youngest
child cannot mistake, and yet a strength, of
statement, which the acutest philosopher cannot
overthrow, that the only evidence of real love
to Himself, and real faith in His blood, which
He will accept, and the judgment-day will ratify,
is practical obedience to what He enjoins, He
pronounces the man, who merely heareth His
sayings, but does not obey them, emphatically,
a fool; and‘awards the palm of wisdom exclu-
sively to the man, who heareth His sayings and
doeth them—showing that the hope of the
former, however high it may have towered, (and,
oh! is not this pre-eminently a day of hearers
of our Lord’s words, who are not doers also ?)
shall at last, like the house built on the sand, be
cast down, and its self-deceived or hypocritical
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professor be overwhelmed‘,. in everlasting de-
struction, bencath its rums; while the hope
of the latter, iike the house built on a rock,
shall stand firm and immovable, when the deluge
of fire shall’descend frqm heaven, and sweep
away every superstructure of hope, which does
not rest on the Rock of ages, having inscribed on
its walls and gates, * Holiness unto the Lord!”

In perfect harmony with the design, thus
manifested throughout the whole of this divine
discourse, of exhibiting the sanctifying influence
of the truths—the practical character of the
doctrines—which He came down from heaven
to promulgate, was the unYorm tenor of the
teaching of our blessed Lord. A few examples
out of the multitudes that might be adduced,
will suffice to substantiate this assertion. » After
the Saviour had uttered that most endearing
mvitation, into which He appears to have infused
the very soul of divine compassion ahd love, and
which has, perhaps, attracted more hearts to
Him, than any other verse in the compass of
Secripture, (Matt. xi. 28, 29, 30)—* Come unto
Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest”—mark what He immedi-
ately subjoins, as if to remind us, that the very
essence of the rest, He so tenderly invites us to
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seek from Him, consists, not exclusively in a

sense of pardon, purchased with His own blood,
but, combined with this, in a cordial subjection
to Ilis authority, a cheerful compliance with His
precepts, and a close ¢onformity to” His charac-
ter. ¢ Take,” he says to the weary and heavy-
laden sinner—¢“take My yoke upon you, and
learn of Me, for I am meck and lowly of heart,
and you shall find rest unto your soul!” As
if He had said—Oh! ye, who are weary in
your fruitless search after satisfying happiness,
and heavy laden with the burthen of your sins
and sorrows—I know what your harassed souls
are yearning for—it is even rest—rest from the
terrors of an accusing conscience, and the fear
of the wrath of an offended God—rest from all
that has hitherto distracted and depressed you—
a fenling of solid and substantial peace !

Well, then, come unto Me, and 1 will give
you, in the assurance of the pardon of your sins,
and acceptance with God, this long-desired,
long-sought rest—even the peace of God, pur-
chased for you with My own blood, which I will
shed for the remission of sins. It was for this
very purpose Ileft the bosom of my Father,
where I bad rested, with infinite complacency,
from eternity, and have visited this world, to con-
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duct you to everlasting rest—but, for Mysel,
to sojourn, while on cgrth, as a houseless
wanderer, without where to rest my head!
Yet with all my love for you—with all my
longing desiees to give you rest—with all my
omnipotence to accompl;sh what I desire, 1
cannot, consistently with the glory of my
character, give you the rest you long for, if
vou continue in the service, in which you have
hitherto been engaged. No! you must shake
off the yoke of ,Satan, and take My yoke
upon you! You must turn away your ears from
the teaching of the tempter, and learn of Me!
You must renounce the spirit of pride, and
self-sufliciency, and imbibe My spirit, for I
am meek and lowly of heart; and thus, and
thus alone, canyou *find rest unto your soul !”
Now how could language more plainly or more
awfully impress on us the all-important “¥Tuth,
that, so long as we wear the yolee of Satan—
so long, as we listen to his voice, and follow
his suggestions—so long as we resemble him in
the temper of our mind, not even the Almighty
Saviour Himself can give us gest; can impart
to us really satisfying happiness : becaus? it
would be derogatory to His divine glory, as the
God, whose essential glory is His holiness, to
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exercise Hig Omni!potence, in making a slave
of Satan, unredeemed from his degrading
bondage, happy. .Is not  His name called
Jesus, because He saves His people from their
sins?”  And are we nof thus most *impressively
talight, that if we weuld indeed be partakers
of the rest, which is the peculiar privilege of
the faithful followers of Jesus— that rest,
which He has purchased for them with His
own most precious blood, and which, flowing
from the sweet scnse of recounciliation with
God, tl;rough the atonement of Mis dear Son,
begins with the peace of God on earth, and
will be perfected In the presence of God m
Heaven; we must not merely confide, with
unmixed reliance, on the Redeemer’s rightenus-
ness, but also take the Redeemer’s yoke upon
usy we must consecrate ourselves, soul and
body, to His service; we must learn of Him
ad our Teaclier, and follow 1lim as our Guide;
we must be moulded into the image f His
meekness, and lowliness of heart. We must,
(as St. Paul so beautifully expresses it,) put
on thg Lord Jesus Christ:” for without this,
without an unreserved consecration of ourselves
to "His 'service, and such an identification of
our will, and temper, and judgment, and



THE SAVIOUR'S TESEKIMONY, 121

affections with His, that wd can be truly said
to have the Spirit of Christe—we never can find
rest unto our souls; we neyer can enjoy heart-
happiness; for this is exclusively the portion
of those, who®are one with Christ. Gratitude
for the pardon, purchased with His blood, must:
coustrain us to live to Hin} who died for us,
or the happiness of 1lis people never can be
ours! Oh! would it not be well, if those, who
are staunch advocates for soqnd doctrine, who
would shrink with horror from attendance on
any but an evangelical ministry, who can
repeat most correctly all the articles of an
evangelical creed, and profest to rely, with un-
shaken trust, on the omly ground of acceptance,
which the Word of God warrants, even the
Redeemer’s righteousness; and yet exhibit, in
their daily and domestic intercourse, such terg-
pers, habitually indulged, as too plainly prove,
that they have not taken the Redeemer’s yoke’
upon them, nor learned of Him, who was meek
and lowly of heart—would it not be well for
such to examine afresh the foundation, on which
their hope of heaven is built? Have the'y&, not
too much cause to, fear, that the rest, which
they fancy they have found unto their souls, is
not the rest, which Jesus gives His people, and
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which is the pledg'é and foretaste of that eternal
rest, which remaireth for them in heaven.
But that it is that false and fatal peace, by
which Satan deludes and destroys his infatuated
victims, lulling them, by its méaus, into that
sleep of security, out.of which, if not previously
awakened by the Spirit of God, in time to
seek the rest which Jesus alone can give, they
must awake, the moment that death ushers
them into the eternal world, to the fearful
cony lcuon, that they shall never know one
moment of peaceful rest throughout eternity:
but must wander, in hopeless agony, over the
abyss of the blackness of darkness, seecking
rest, but finding none, for cver and ever.
And oh! what a fearful eternity does such a
prospect unfold to the view! An eternity of
weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth—
an eternity of altogether inconceivable anguish
“and despair !

How impressively does our blessed Lord
inculcate the same truth, when, in reply to
one, who told Hiin, that His mother and His
brethren stood without, desiring to speak with
Him, He exclaimed (Matt. xii. 50)—* Whe is
My nfother? and who are My brethren ? and
then, stretching forth His hand towards His
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]
disciples, He said, ¢ Behold My mother and
My brethren! for whosoeser shall do the will
of My Father, which is in heaven, the same is
My brother, and sister, and mother.” What
language coufd more emphatically declare, that
doing the will of His heavenly Father—ren-
dering a cheerful obedience to His command-
ments —is an indispensable characteristic of
those, whom alone Jesus will acknowledge as
His own?—beloved by Him, with a love, that
can be only faintly imaged by the fondest
relationships of earthly love. See also John,
xv. 13, 14. Observe, too, the three leading
petitions of that incomparable prayer, which
the adorable Redeemer Himself has taught
us —and say, would the establishment of the
Antinomian system accomplish the objects,
for which those petitions lead us habitually to
pray. Isit by ¢ continuing in sin, that grace
might abound ?” is it by au unsanctifying
reliance on the Redeemer’s righteousness, that
the ¢ name of God could be hallowed, His
kingdom come, and His will be done—on earth,
as it is in heaven?’ Can a single argument be
nécessary, to prove the absurdity of such a
position? And what should we think of a
system, which is diametrically opposed to the
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very object, which our divine Redeemer has
taught us continually to plead for at the
Throne of grace? Or how can there be
grosser hypocrisy, or a more daring "affront
to the majesty of the heart-sedrching God,
than daily to repeat this prayer, and yet
continue, (whether with or without a religious
profession,) to live in a course of systematic
opposition to the establishment of His kingdom,
and habitual disobedience to the plain and
positive injunctions of His holy will? Then
turn to that divine discourse, which our
blessed Lord held with Nicodemus. Study it
attentively, and sirely it cannot leave on your
mind a lingering doubt, as to the utter insuf-
ficiency of an wunsanctifying trust in the Saviour’s
righteousness. Surely you must feel that such
a trust cannot be the mighty and mysterious
change, that must be wrought in the soul,
by the Holy Spirit, expressed in those all-
important words — ¢‘ Except 2 man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God!”
Surely nothing -short of an entire, a divine
change, effected by the operation of the Spirit,
passing over the understanding, the will, the
heart, the life, can come up to the force of
such an expression, or correspond with the
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image, which our Lord anloys! “ Born
again! born of the Spiris!” Must not this
necessarily imply being, as it were, introduced
by the Spirit into a new world—a world of
new affictiond and dispogitions, new hopes and
fears, new joys and sorrpws, new pleasures
and pursuits, all bearing this inscription,
“‘Holiness unto the Lord!”—a world, illumined
with the rays of the Sun of Righteousness,
and where every object is brightened with the
smile, and consecrated to the glory, of God—
in a word, a world, where God in Christ, is
all in all !

Observe, also, the obviou? import of several
of the most important parables of our Lord.
Look at the parable of the sower, (Matt. xiii.)
It is manifest that the seed, which foll on
good ground, exclusively is designed fo
represent those, who have savingly embraced
the truths of the Gospel. Now, Wwhat is the
distinguishing characteristic of this class, as
exhibited in the parable? Is it not their
fruitfulness? ¢“ That which fell on the good
ground are they, which, in an honest and good
heart, having received the word, keep it, and
bring forth fruit, with patience, some thlrty,
and some sixty,' and some an hundred fold.’
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The seed sown, r‘.n the four cases specified,
was the same; hamt that which peculiarly
renders the seed, described as falling on good
ground, a suitable emblem of the children of
God, is—its bringing forth fruit, *with patience,
unto perfection! Dpes not this most explicitly
assure us, that the only conclusive evidence,
which is warranted by the word of God, that'
the doctrines of the Gospel have heen savingly
embraced, is their bringing forth fruit--even
the fruit of righteousness, and true lholiness!
The degrees, in which this fruit may be
produced, may differ, and proportionably will
the Christian’s blood-bought inberitance differ
in degrees of glory; but fruitfulness is the only
sure proof, that the good seed of the word of
life has indeed been planted in the heart, by
the Holy Spirit, and taken root there.

Observe too, that the parable plainly points
out, as a ‘distinguishing characteristic of the
real believer, perseverance in the Christian
course unto the end ; for it speaks of the good
seed, when it talls on .ground, previously
prepared for its reception, as ‘“bringing forth
fruit, with patience, unto perfection”—and this
is contrasted with the seed, that fell on stony
grou%d, which brought forth some fruit, that
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suddenly sprung up, and as "suddenly withered
away'’; and with that whicha fell among thorns,
which also brought forth some fruit, but, from
the intermixture of thorns, which sprung up
along witn it, the fruit was choked, and never
came to perfection. Now, when we look at
all these circumstances, can we, for a moment,
doubt that it is the design of our blessed
Lord to remind us, that if we would not
deceive ourselves in the hope that the seed of
the Word has been received by us, in a heart
prepared, by divine grace, for its reteption,
we must take good heed, that it brings forth
in us, progressively and perseveringly, the fruits
of a holy life, spent in the cheerful consecration
of all our talents to the service of God, our
Saviour, and the habitual performance of those
good works, by which His Gospel may_ be
adorned, and His glory be advanced! And T
not the voice of warning thus loudly lifted up
in our ears, that no uninfluential knowledge of
divine truth, no temporary excitement of feel-
ing, no evanescent emotions of joy, on hearing
the glad tidings of the Gospel proclaimed, and
appropriating, with unwarr.mted confidence, all
its precious promxses and prospects as our own,
--nothing, in short, that does not produce
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patient perseverance in running the - Christian
race, set before us—and bringing forth the
Christian fruit of:good living, to the praise of
the glory of the grace of God, can warrant us
to conclude, that we have an mterest in all
the blood-bought blessings of the everlasting
covenant—that our, steps are tending heaven-
ward—-that the Holy Spirit has implanted in
our hearts the seed of eternal life!

The same lesson is still more impressively
taught in the parables of the talents, (Matt.
xxv.) and the pounds (Luke xix.)

+ May it not, indeed, be fearlessly asserted,
that no one could read these parables, in an
unprejudiced spirit, unbiassed by partiality to
any peculiar dogmas of man’s invention, with-
out ¢oming to the conclusion, that it was the
;&e_ciﬁc design of our blessed Lord, in delivering
them, to impress on His professing followers,
to the end' of time, that while Ilis own divine
righteousness was to be their exclusive ground
of trust, and title to eternal glory, He requires,
with uncompremising demand, as the test
and manifestation of their faithfulness and love
to Himself, and the evidence of their interest
in His covenant of grace, with all its precious
priw'ileges, the consecration to His service of all



THE BAVIOUR’S TEATIMONY. 129

the  talents He has committéd to their charge

That for the want of such a decisive testimony
of grateful allegiance to His authority, and
aﬂ'ectmn for Hls name, no profession of love to
Rts *Pereorr, or trust in His righteousness, can
compensate in His sight. #That He will invite
none to enter into the joy of their Lord in

heaven, who have not been willing to enter
into the service of their Lord on earth; and
that the slothful servant, (he who hid the

talent, entrusted to him, in a napkin, and
buried it in the ground,) no matter by what
pretences he may endeavour to excuse his
unfaithfulness or extenuate His sloth, will be
cast into outer darkness — condemned, with
the more grossly wicked, to everlasting banish-
ment from the presence of that Divine Master,

whose servant he professed to be, but whgse,
name he bore, only to dishonour it; and whose
talents he received, only to waste them in
unprofitableness and sloth !

Now, how is it possible to reconcile with this
plain import of these most instructive parables
the Antinomian doctrine, that, provided a man
rest his hopes of accgptance exclusively on the
Saviour's infinitely meritorious righteousness, it
matters not whether he may lead an unpro-
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fitable, or even al ungodly life? Is this the
legitimate inferenceeto be drawn from our Lord’s
gracious words of commendation to the diligent
servant ?P—°° Because thou hast been faithful
over a few things, Iwill make thee ruler over
many things: enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord!” Is this the lesson, intended to be
taught by those tremendous words ?P—‘‘Cast ye
the unprofitable servant into outer darkness,
~where shall be weeping, and gnashing of teeth !”

Could our blessed Lord have more expressly
asserted, that trust in His merits must be a sti-
mulant to devotedness of heart and life to His
service, and not 4 substitute for it—that those
who so ungratefully abuse His grace, will be
everlastingly excluded from His presence—and
thagthe very purpose, for which His professing

Qegple are entrusted with talents, is that they
may employ them, in testimony of their gratitude
for all they owe to Him, as instruments for
advancing His glory.

But there is something further taught us, in
connection with cur subject, by a comparisen of
those two most interesting and instructive para-
bles. Not merely is the Antinomian heresy
condemned, but the important principle is esta-
blished, that, as in the future state, there will be
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degrees of punishment, among the wicked,
proportioned to the degreed of guilt, incurred
on earth, and which will be graduated by those
peculiar agg ravatmns, by which the guilt of a
sin, in une man, may exseed ten thousandfold
that of the very same sin 4n another; (as, for
instance, the guilt of impurity, in a professing
Christian, so immeasurably exceeds that of
the benighted heathen, that it will be more
tolerable for Sodom and Gomprrah, in the da?‘
of judgment, than for the ungodly profaner of
the name of Christ;) so there will also be
degrees of happiness and glory, among the
righteous, proportioned to the degrees of faith-
fulness, diligence, and zeal, with which,
through the power of the Holy Spirit, they
have improved the talents entrusted to their
care, for the advancement of their cwr»
meetness for heaven, and their beloved
Saviour’s glory upon earth.

We are aware, that this doctrine requires to
be scripturally stated, lest it should appear, in
the least degree, to militate against the freedom
and sovereignty of divine grace; or to foster
a spirit of self-righteousness, usurping the
Saviour's exclusive prerogative, and attempting
to rob Him of a part of His glory.
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We do not fo}'get, what we have so often
asserted, that th& believer'’s title to his
heavenly inheritance, whatever be the extent
of its blessedness, rests exclusively on the
Redeemer’s righteoucaess; that his crown of
glory, whatever be che degree of its splendour,
has been purchased for him entirely by the
Redeemer’s blood !

We do not forget, that eternal life is, in the
fullest sense, a free gift, altogether undeserved ;
and that for every successful effort, which the
believer makes, to advance in holiness, or to
glorify the Lord, he is wholly indebted to the
unmerited grace of God, the Holy Ghost ; and
that, therefore, when casting his crown before
the throne of God, and of the Lamb, he will
uttefly renounce all idea of merit, in any modi-
Seotion of the word, and acknowledge, with
humble gratitude, “By the grace of God I am
what I am—and receive this inheritance, as the
munificent gift of Him, who has bought me with
His own blood—and whose righteousness is my
only title to its cternal weight of glory!”

We would also willingly remember, that gra-
titude to God, our Saviour, for His exceeding
great love, in dying for us, should be the main-
“spring of all a believer’s movements, in every
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labour he undertakes, for tlfe advancement of
that Saviour’s glory. Yes, i is the constraining
love of Christ, as manifested in Gethsemane’s
garden, and on Calvary’s cross, which so power-
fully attracts® the Chrisgian to surrender up
himself, unreservedly, to the Saviour’s service.
It is this principle of gratitude which alone
renders obedience and devotedness at once
acceptable to his God, and delightful to his
own heart; and oh! it is only the believer's
heart can at all conceive the constraining power
of that one reflection : ‘‘ He died for me.” But
still it is perfectly compatible with all this, that
a stimulant to increased diligence, and devoted-
ness, should be supplied by the prospect,
(which a comparison of the parables of the
talents and the pounds, independently of pther
strong scriptural testimonies, seems legmmatell
to warrant,) that there will be den'rees of
glory and of ..appiness in heaven, proportioned
to the degrees of zeal and ecxertion in the
Saviour’s service, and qualification for the
enjoyment of the Saviour’s presence, attained
on earth. That, while every vessel of mercy
will be filled, to the utmost extent of its
capacity, with sdtisfying felicity, still the
‘capacity of one vessel will immensely exceed
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that of another; for can we doubt, that the
glorified spirit of .St. Paul will grasp an
extent of glory and of bliss, immeasurably
beyond what could be grasped by the glorified
spirit of an infant, franslated tne moment of
its birth from earth, to heaven? Yes! while,
as has been beautifully observed, ¢ they, who
have been wise for themselves unto salvation,”
shall shine with a general splendour, resembling
¢ the brightness of the firmament—those who
have turned many to righteousness” — those
who have displayed peculiar zeal, and self-
denial, and devotedness in the Saviour’s service,
and have thus been made the honoured instru-
ments of bringing many sinners to the knowledge
and love of a Saviour’s name, they shall shine
with a separate and distinct lustre—a pre-emi-
qent and peculiar splendour, ¢ as the stars,
for ever and ever !” for will not every sinner,
whom they have been instrumental in saving,
deepen their bliss, and brighten their crown
of glory, throughout eternity ? And while all
these will gratefully acknowledge that they
shine with beams, borrowed from the Sun of
righteousness, and reflect His radiance, who
has fixed them in the firmament of His grace,
and while they will all shine with a peculiar
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brightness, which will distinfuish them for ever
among the constellations of heaven, still, even
of these, will “one star differ from another
star in glory!” There will be some of the first
magnitude—fre-eminently glorious luminaries,
such- as ‘““the noble army of martyrs;” those
who have cheerfully sacrificed, not merely
houses, and lands, and country, and home, but
even life itself, to promote their beloved
Redeemer’s glory. Other stars will be resplen-
dent with lustre, less dazzling indeed than
these, but still surpassing the general splendour
of the firmament, in the same proportion in
which their faithfulness andezeal in improving,
to the advancement of His glory, the taletits
which their divine Master entrusted to them,
exceeded those of less faithful, less zgalous
labourers, in the same blessed cause. _
We shall be led to adopt this conclusion] by
comparing the two parables, to which we have
alluded, which will also impress on us the impor-
tant lesson, that the degree of future happiness
will depend, not on the number of talents com-
mitted to our charge, du¢ on the faithfulness, with
which those entrusted to us, whether many or
few, have been im'proved in the service of a
Saviour-God! In the parable of the talents,
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the mumber entrustéd to the two faithful servants
is different—to one,the Lord gave five, to the
other two; but the improvement on the part of
the servants is the same; each doubles the
talents given to him ; and here,*the words of
gracious commendatipn, addressed to both, are
precisely the same—‘Well done, thou good and
faithful servant! thou hast been faithful over a
few things ; I will make thee ruler over many
things ; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord!”
But, in the parz'xble of the pounds, the number
entrusted to the two faithful servantsis the same,
but the improvement on the part of the servants
is different—each <eceived one pound, but the
first increased it ten-fold—‘ Lord, thy pound
hath gained ten pounds.” The second increased
it fivesfold—*¢ Lord, thy pound hath gained five
Roupds.” And now, what is the result? What
is the award to each of these servants? Mark
it well! To him, whose pound hath gained ten
pounds, the Lord says, “Be thou ruler over
ten cities.” 'To him, whose pound hath gained
Jive pounds, he says, “Be thou ruler over five
cities!” Could this have been an accidental
coincidence ? Can we fairly regard it as a mere
unimportant circumstance, having no connection
with the main design of the parable, but merely
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filling up, as it were, the feathires of the picture ?
Surely we must at once pgonounce this a most:
unwarrantable assumption; and are entitled, by
every fair process of reasoning, to infer, that it
was our Lord's purpose to inculcate the lesson,
that .while all is bestowed as a free gift, in the
riches of wholly unmerlted grace, exclusively
as the purchase of the Redeemer’s blood—the
reward of Ilis righteousness—the degree of
happiness, which will be enjoyed by His faithful
servants, in that state for which the present life
is preparatory, will be proportioned to the
degrec of diligence in service, and advancement
in holiness, which they have here attained ; while
the principle of grateful love is still the motive,
which animates and sustains them in all the
self-denying and unwearied devotedness and
zeal, with which, in the strength of divine grace,
they thankfully rejoice to labour, during their
earthly career, by the consecration of all the
talents entrusted to them, to advance their
Divine Master’s glory.

In truth, the distinguishing characteristic of
the Christian is, that he feels that ““he is not
his own, for he has been bought with a price,”
and therefore desites, in all things, to glorify
Him, who has bought him with His own blood!
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He feels that he o¥es to Him, who, at such a
price, has redeemed him from eternal misery,
and purchased for him eternal glory, a debt of
infinite obligation, which will, throughout eter-
nity, be everlastingly decpening® Yes; it is
love to Christ, which is the master-passion in
the Christian’s soul ; and it is this which makes
obedience enjoyment, and renders a Saviour’s
service its own reward! For such is the happi-
ness which, by His own gracious appointment,
necessarily results from grateful devotedness to
His service, and advancing assimilation to His
character, that increased measures of this de-
votedness, and thig assimilation, must necessa-
rily be accompanied with increased measures of
happiness here, and throughout eternity. Thus
we see, that while the Saviour’s love is the
motive, and the Saviour’s glory the aim, of His
people’s devotedness and zeal, there is such a
close connection between the measure of meet-
ness for the enjoyment of heaven’s happiness
here attained, and the measure of that happi-
ness hereafter to be enjoyed, as stamps a deep
interest and importance on every successive step
of the Christian’s journey through this world,
since each is attended with résults to his highest
interests, that will extend throughout eternity !
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This view of the subject is the one I am
desirous of establishing, frfom the importance
with which it invests every moment of the be-
liever’s earthly pilgrimage, when contemplated
. . 9 . . .
in conrection with his eyerlasting welfare; and
thus incidentally strengthems the position which
it is the main object of this work to uphold,
that saving faith in the Redeemer’s righteous-
ness must be living faith, working by love, to
advance His glory, and will ¢xercise a sanctify-
ing influence over the believer’s character and
conduct.  Still further to guard the state-
ment from misconception, and to exhibit
its beneficial tendencies, wh®n scripturally un-
derstood, I would subjoin the following extract
from Doctor O’ Brien's sermons on Justification,
which at once illustrates and enforces thessenti-
ment, which I am anxious to establish ang
impress :—

«In teaching us to regard life as a state of disciplinc—a state
that is, in which character is formed by conduct—revelation
virtually establishes a connexion between our conduct here
and our destiny hereafter, which seems well fitted to exercise
distinetly a concern for our own interests. We cannot look
upon the diversities of moral character that surround us, whe-
ther among believers or unbelievers, without feeling sure that

men pass through life, véy differently injured or improved by
its teaching, and arrive at its close in very different moral states.
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If scriptural conﬁrmntion\here needed for a truth so obvious to
common observation, the Lord expressly tells us, that of those
who do bring forth good fruit, some bring forth an hundred-fold,
some sixty, some thirty ; and that, on the other hand, areturn
to the thraldom of sin, after a temporary escape from its yoke,
can make the last state of a man worse than H.e first; and that
some are two-fold more childrtn of bell than others,

« Bot if this difference ex'st at the close of life, it is surely
impossible to avoid believing that it continucs after life is ended.
Unless we suppose that God places us here for the formation
of character ; provides potent means to effect its formation ;
employs the events of life, the revelation of His will, the ope-
ration of His Spirit, to promote this design ; brings all means,
internal and external, natural and preternatural, to bear upon
man to effect this end, and then, when life is over, interferes
by an act of power to undo all that this elaborate system of
forces had effected ; unless, I say, we are prepared to adopt
this unreasonable and wild supposition, we must believe that
men enter the next world—both the great divisions of it—as
they leave this, in widely different degrees of moral advance-
ment, and of moral degradation.

« Now, this, fairly considered, is equivalent to asserting that
they enjoy there very different degrees of happiness, and suffer
there very different degrees of misery. For under every no-
tfon o the happmess of the future state, mwuch of it must be
supposed to consist in the exercise of those principles, in the in-
dulgence of those affections, which it is the business of moral
discipline here to invigorate and to purify. A more advanced
state of moral improvement is, therefore, but another name for
a higher capacity for this kind of happiness—and surely with
Him, ¢in whose presence is fulness of joy, and at whose right
hand there are pleasures for evermore'—the highest capacity
for happiness must be the highest enjoyment of it-—so that you
see, that unless we suppose an expregs provision in heaven for
excluding men from degrees of happiness, of which they have
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been, by God’s appointment, rendergd capable upon earth, we
must suppose a wide distinction in the enjoyment of saints in
the kingdom of glory !"! ’

There is another attestation to the operative
influence, thg practical results, of all genuine
love to Christ, which i too important to be
passed over, and which in%ests the subject with
a peculiar solemuity and force.

“ When the Son of Man shall come in His
glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then
shall He sit upon the throne of His glory; and
before Him shall be gathered all nations.” All
the assembled multitudes shall then be divided
into two mighty congregations, the righteous
placed at His right hand—and the wicked at
His left. ¢ Then shall the King say to them
on His right hand—Come, ye blessed of My
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world [ Andenow
mark, what does He subjoin to those words,
which breathe, as it were, the very essence of
heaven’s blessedness ? Oh ! study it attentively,
and then say, how could our blessed Lord more

* How rfectly eomtutible all this is with the deepest humility, and the
most undivided dep on the Red 's merits ; with the confession
of Hooker—=‘‘the hittle fruit that we have in righteousness, it is, God know.
eth, corrupt and unsound*—and with the apostolic prayer, ** that we may be
found in Him==even the Lor® Jehovah our Righteousness—not having our
awn righ but the righ which is of God |"—is msot sati-
fuctorily shawn In the same scrmon, (the ninth,\ to which, as well as the
followng, and the most valuable note, appended to the former, 1 would
most earnestly entreat the reader’s special attention.
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emphatically annoufice, that, in that awful day,
when He shall sit uppn the throne of His glory,
and all His professing people are gathered
before Him, He will not recognize as acceptable
in His sight, any prpfession of ‘love to His
name, or reliance oy, His righteousness, which
cannot produce, as incontestable evidences of
its sincerity, the fruits of righteousness and
charity, a temper and spirit congenial with His
own, and feelings and offices of benevolent and
practical compassion, shewn to His suffering
people for His sake, according to the measure
of opportunity and means which He has Him-
self vouchsafed. <How could the Redeemer
more expressly record such a determination,
than by those wonderful words? ¢ Come, ye
blessed of My Father: for 7 was an hungered,
and e gave Me meat—a stranger, and ye
took Me in—sick, and in prison, and ye visited
Me

Deeply, indeed, are we convinced, that these
manifestations of love to Himself, testified by
the sympathy .shewn, and the relief adminis-
tered, to His poor suflering members, do not
form, in any even the smalle.st conceivable degree,
the ground, on which the righteous are pro-
nounced the blessed of the Father, or the title,



THE SAVIOUR'S TESTIMONY. 143

by which they are privileged to possess the
inheritance, prepared for tiem, from thé fotnda-
tion of the world—prepared, therefore, before
they had performed the works, here recorded
as the .estimonials of their love to Jesus. For
this were to contradicte the whole Gospel-
scheme, and to give to the believer’s works the
glory, exclusively due to the Saviour’s finished
work, on which alone the Christian is to rest his
claims to the inheritance among the saints in
light. Nor should it be overlooked, that the
thoughts of His beloved people are represented
as so altogether unoccupied with any thing they
have ever been enabled, by Uivine grace, to do
for Him, in token of their gratitude—so entirely
engrossed with all He has done for them, in
. His stupendous love, in washing themr from
their sins in His own blood, and making them
kings and priests unto the Father, that on
hearing those gracious words from His lips,
they break forth into the language of unfeigned
amazement, that He should take notice of any
poor worthless services of theirs! ¢ Lord!
when saw we Thee an hungered, and fed
Thee?” But still, assuredly, by selecting
these good works,' as the accredited testimo-
nials of the sincerity of His people’s professed
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\ .
love to Himself, and trustin His righteousness,

and ‘moticing them* with such distinguished
honour on suck an occasion, our blessed Lord
has solemnly declared, that He Indispensably
requires, and will most gracwusly regard them,
as acceptable evidences of that divinely im-
planted principle of gratitude to Himself, which
prompts His people to perform all these labours
of love for His sake, and which should ever
be enthroned in their hearts, in its rightful
supremacy, as the governing principle of their
lives.

And is not the necessity of such a practical
proof of the sincerity of a profession of love to
the Saviour yet more impressively enforced,
when we turn to the tremendous sentence,
passed on those, who, in that awful day, shall
he placed at the left hand of Him, that sitteth
on the throne, and hear those appalling words—
¢ Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil, and his angels ?”—
Addressed to whom? Is it the openly profane,
the abandoned profligate, those who have been
stained with the pollutions of gross sins? No,
there is not a word of allusign to such charac-
ters.. It is as if it were altogether unnecessary:
to advert to them ; it must be so manifest from
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the most expligit gsndfances of the Word of
God, as well hs‘the whole® constitution of the
Gospel-scheme, that they could have no inheri-
tance in the kingdom of God. But oh! what
a fearful warning is addmessed to all unsancti-
fied professors of an evangelical creed, to all,
whose professed trust in the Redeemer’s right-
eousness does not bring forth the fruits of a
living faith, evidenced by works of grateful
obedience, and labours of Christian love for
His Name’s sake, when we hear the Son of
God, the compassionate Saviour, the Almighty
Judge—after He has passed that fearful sen-
tence on those at His left hand—¢ Depart from
Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire ;” assigning
as a ground of their condemnation, ¢ For I
was an hungered, and ye gave Me no rleat !
I was thirsty, and ye gave Me no drink!.
I was a stranger, and ye took Me not in!
naked, and ye clothed Me not! sick, and in
prison, and ye visited Me not !”

In what appalling language is the utter use-
lessness of an unsanctified knowledge of evan-
gelical truth; an uninfluential reliance on the
Saviour’s righteousness, proclaimed by the lips
of the Almighty Judge, in those inconceivably
tremendous words—*¢ Depart from Me, ye
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cursed into everla;tiug fire !” addressed to pro-
fessors, of whom it is only recorded, as the
ground of their sentence of condemnation, that
they neglected to relieve His poorer members
for His sake ; thus incontestably proving, that,
amidst all their high-sounding profession, there
was no real love to Himself enthroned in their
hearts.

Was it not to inculcate the same awful lesson,
that the adorable, Redeemer blighted, with His
withering curse, the barren fig-tree, as a type
and emblem of the unfruitful professor, and of
the fearful consequences of His curse; for be-
hold, as soon a$ His'voice pronounced the
fatal words, immediately the fig-tree withered
away !

I¢ there not, in that blighting curse, a voice
othat should spesk trumpet-tongued to every
Antinomian professor, and warn him, that no
profusion of the leaves of an empty profession,
(however flourishing they may appear in the
eyes of man,) will avail with the Divine Master
of the vineyard, in the absence of the fruit of
righteousness and true holiness, to prevent the
barren tree from being withered by His curse;
cut down and cast into the fire—even that fire
that never shall be quenched.
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See the same truth strikingly illustrated in
the opening verses of the I5th chapter of St.
John. )

Is not the same solemn warning lifted up in
those most aw’akening werds, (Matt. xviii. 8.)
“If thy hand or,thy foot offend thee, cut them
off, and cast them from thee—it is better for
thee to enter into life, halt or maimed, than
having two hands, or two feet, to be cast into
everlasting fire I”  How could our blessed Lord
more cxplicitly declare, that we cannot enter
into life, even that eternal life, which He has
Himself purchased for His people with His own
blood, and carry our unmortified corruptions
along with us. And that, profess and expect
what we may, if we wiil not, in the strength of
divine grace, cut off our bosom-lusts, we must
ourselves be cut off from the presence of His
glory—if we will not cast away our sins, we
must. ourselves be cast away for ever—if we will
not depart from iniquity, He will say to us in
that day, * Depart from Me, ye cursed, into
everlasting fire I”

‘What a fearful confirmation of this is sup-
plied by that awful declaration (John, v. 28, 29.)
Is not this also the obvious import of His faith-
fal admonition (Rati, s 2401 iy pan
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)
will come after Me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross déily, and follow Me!” Is not
self-denial, is not the daily crucifixion of the
flesh, is not the following of Jesus, plainly set
forth here, as the ckaracteristic badge of His
faithful disciples ? « And in what path can they
Jfollow Him, but in the path of self-denial—of
true holiness—of cheerful submission to His
Father’s will, and entire devotedness to His
Father’s servicq? When He describes His
sheep, as (John, x. 27.) hearing His voice, and
JSollowing Him, does He not, in the strongest
conceivable language, represent, walking in
the path of holidess as an indispensable mark
of His sheep? If they are known by following
Him, must they not be treading the path of
holiness ? For could greater blasphemy be
uttered, than for one, walking in the ways of
sin, to profess to be following Christ ? Does
He lead His people in the way of sin? Does He
go before them in the path of sloth, or self-
indulgence ? How, then, can the Antinomian
professor dare-to pretend, that he is one of
Christ’s sheep, when the Saviour has so
explicitly declared, My sheep follow Me /
Surely that one expression were enough to
brand blasphemy on the Antinomian’s hope of
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heaven, no matter how scriptural ‘the founda-
tion on which it professedly may rest! As
long, then, as it remains on record, as the
Saviour’s own description of His sheep, that
they follow Him—unless» He can consent to
lead them in the ways of sin, or can be
mistaken as to the character of those whom
He will Himself recognise, as the sheep of His
flock, and place at His right hand, in the day,
when He sitteth on the throne, of His glory, it
must remain an eternal truth, that no hope of
salvation can be scriptural, which does not,
while renouncing all dependence, for accept-
ance with God, on every thing, except the
Redeemer’s sufferings and righteousness, pro-
duce, as the evidence of its divine implantation,
the faithful following of the blessed steps of
His most holy life ! ,
Turn now to the 17th chapter of St. John's
Gospel! Look to that sublimest pattern of
intercessory prayer, which the divine Saviour has
there bequeathed as a rich legacy of His love
to the Christian Church! Remember when
He poured out that prayer—and surely you
must feel convinced, that the object for which
He pleaded so earnestly, at suck a time, on
behalf of His beloved disciples, must have
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been one, in" His estimation, of paramount im-
portance! Now, lobk to the 17th, 19th and 21st
verses. Mark those words, ° Sanctify them
through Thy truth ! Thy wordis truth " Could
such a prayer have been offered up, by the
Son of God, if the tanctification of His people
had not been deemed by Him essential to His
own glory, as the Divine Mediator, and to their
happiness, as the objects of His redeeming
love ? Or withput that sanctification being
wrought in them by the Holy Ghost, could
such a prayer be considered as answered? Or
could He have offered up that prayer in vain ?
Surely, then, an ‘unholy professor of the most
thoroughly evangelical creed is not one of His
true disciples, for he has not been sanctified
through the truth—and could not, without
«blasphemy, be calied one with Christ !

One further extract from our adorable Re-
deemer’s declarations, on this all-important
subject, will suffice. In that memorable con-
versation with His beloved disciples, recorded
in those three most precious chapters of St.
John’s Gospel—(xiv., xv., and xvi.,) held under
such peculiarly affecting, circumstances, as
stamp a pre-eminent interest and importance
on every word He uttered, He has distinctly
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declared—¢¢ If' a man love l\/fe, he will keep My
words. He that hath My commandments, and
keepeth them, he it is that loveth Me! He
that loveth Me not, heepeth mot My sayings !”
Now surcly, these are plain unequivocal decla-
rations. There is no pogsibility of mistaking
their meaning. No sophistry can explain away
their obvious import, and no comment add
weight to their intrinsic force! May we not,
with reverence, say, that the Redeemer Him-
self could not have chosen stronger or plainer
language, to convey the impression, that all
professed love towards Himself will be tried by
this test—*¢ does it produce »obedience to His
commandments ?”’ and that, consequently, that
profession of love to Ilim, which cannot stand
this test, whatever may be the plausibility with
which it is maintained, or the feelings with
which it is accompanied, or the hopes to which
it may give birthy will be rejected by Him, as
a hypocritical pretence, or a self-deceiving
delusion !

In the face of this simple declaration, what a
mockery, yea! what blasphemy, for the Antino-
mian to pretend to love the Saviour, and to have
a confident hope of eternal glory, resting on His
righteousness, while, by disobedience to His
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commands, he is cc:nvicted, by the Saviour’s own
words—*¢ If a man love Me, he will keep My
words !”—as a liar—falsely professing, with his
lips, to love Jesus; while proving, by the un-
equivocal testimony of, his life, tHat the love of
a crucified Saviour ig an utter stranger to his
heart.

I cannot but consider this test, thus proposed
by our Lord, to try the sincerity of all professed
love to Himself, as of peculiar value, both from
its simplicity, bringing it to the level of the
humblest capacity ; and because it supplies, in
itself, a sufficient antidote for the poison of An-
tinomian licentiousness, by cxposing the hollow-
ness of that profession of love to the Saviour,
which does not produce an obedicnt life.

Nor can I forbear remarking the peculiar
wisdom, displayed by our blessed Lord, in select-
.ing such a test. It cannot lead us into the be-
wildering mazes of metaphysical speculation, to
determine the precise character or intensity of
our feelings of love to the Son of God—a test
which might easily mislead, giving, in many in-
stances, unwarranted confidence to the ardent
and enthusiastic, and unnecessary alarm to those
of & soberer spirit, or a colder temperament.
It holds out o encouragement to mystical rap-
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tures, or over-wrought fervour, asthe decisive
proof of genuine love to, Christ. It isnot an ignis
fatuus gleam, to dazzle and delude, but a guid-
ing light to the feet, and a lamp to the path,
to direct our steps in wisom’s ways of pleasant-
ness and peace. Yes, it i a sober, a practical
test—in the application of which the humble,
honest-hearted inquirer can never be deceived.
And it proves, what cannot be too frequently
enforced on our recollection, that nothing will
be accepted in the Saviour's 'sight, as an evi-
dence of cordial love to Himself, and heartfelt
thankfulness for all the inestimable benefits of
His precious blood-shedding} in lieu of grate-
ful and habitual obedience to His commands.
And does not the analogy of all true earthly
affection, to which He so often appeals, to
shadow out His own unutterable love to His_
people, enable us at once fully to appreciate and
apply this test, in judging of our professed love
to Jesus ?

Does not all true love uniformly produce a
desire to please the beloved object? Can a
child truly love a parent, and not testify that
love by cheerful obedience to that parent’s com-
mands ? Would you believe a child’s profession
of attachment to a parent, who had lavished on’
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him the tenderest 1ove, if that child displayed
habitual indifference o his parent’s wishes, and
systematic disobedience to his commands ?
And can that profession of love to the Saviour
be sincere, which does not give birth to a grate-
ful solicitude to keep His words, and to obey
His will ?

Can any conceivable reason be assigned, why
the Son of God should be the only Being, who
can be sincerely loved, without a desire to please
Him emanating from that love? Must not
reason unhesitatingly answer, assuredly not!
And has not the Saviour Himself answered the
question, in a manner, that can neither be evaded
nor misunderstood : ‘“He that loveth me not,
keepeth not my sayings.” And is not, I repeat
it, thg Antinomian’s profession of attachment
to the Saviour thus proved to be alie, and his
hope of heaven a hypocrite’s pretence, or a self-
deceiver’s dream ? See 1 Cor. xvi. 22.

And now, when we glance back retrospec-
tively at the substance of the scriptural testi-
mony on this subject, are we not warranted in
coming to the following conclusion—That the
Gospel is a glorious manifestation of the love of
God, designed to promote the everlasting hap-
piness of man ; that it is a divine remedy for all
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the evils, which sin hasintroduced into our world;
that it is a stupendous dasplay of the divine
wisdom, exhibited in a scheme of redemption, by
which the bestowment of peace to man on earth
is made the means of bringing glory to God in
the highest—and all the diyine attributes are not
merely harmoniously reconciled, (with their
highest claims fully satisfied,) in the salvation
of sinners, but, through the infinite value of
the sacrifice of the cross, infinitely exalted and
glorified, as there is poured around them all
the splendour of a brighter display, and stamped
on them the dignity of a loftier vindication—that
the divine law is more magnified, and the divine
character and government more honoured by
the salvation of a single sinner, through the
sufferings and righteousness of Him, whe died
on Calvary, than they would have been by, the
everlasting destruction of all the mynads of
mankind, while pardon is conveyed to the
sinner through suck a medium, as inspires him
with the deepest abhorrence of sin, and thus,
so far from encouraging him in transgression for
the future, constrains him, from the sweetly
irresistible influence of gratitude for such
unmerited and unfathomable love, to love,
obey, and glorify the God of his salvation—
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that the object of the everlasting Father, in
giving His own Song as a propitiation for our
sins, was, by such an overwhelming display of
His love, to subdue our natural enmlty against
Him, and win back t¢ Himself ‘the alienated
affections of our reva'ted hearts; that the object
of the eternal Son, in descending from heaven,
and sojourning, and suffering, and dying upon
earth, was to remove the barriers, which sin
had opposed to the flowing forth of the love
of God the Father towards a guilty world,
by offering up suck a sacrifice, to satisfy the
offended justice of Jehovah, as would enable
Him to be just, e%en in justifying the sinner,
and by bringing in an everlasting righteous-
ness, to be placed to the account of all His
believing people, for their complete justifica-
tion, and as their exclusive title to the posses-
sion of a heavenly inheritance; and, at the same
time, that, by His infinitely meritorious sufferings
and obedience unto death, He might open a way
for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, who
should come, in His name, to take up his abode
in the hearts of His people, to impart to them
His own pure, peaceful, loving nature—to
enable them to crucify the flesh, with all its
sinful appetites and lusts—to conform them to
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the image of the Son of God, and make them
meet for a holy heaven! TThat thus each divine
Person of the adorable Trinity sustains un-
speakably glorious and gracious offices, in the
economy of *man’s redemption—and each is
equally entitled to the believer’s everlasting
gratitude and praise, for the amazing love mani-
fested towards him by his Creator, Redeemer,
Sanctifier—the triune, ever blessed God of his
salvation.



158

CHAPTER V.
PRACTICAL PREACHING,

Amove the causes, that may have contributed
to produce the tendency to Antinomianism,
which is too visible in what is called the religious
world, in our day, is the want of a sufficiently
practical character, in much of the evangelical
preaching, which sd extensively prevails.

Ido not mean by this, that direct Antino-
mian doctrines are inculcated ; for this I believe
is very unfrequently the case; if, indeed, any
exaqples are to be found in the pulpits of our
Scriptural Church, or among our orthodox
dissenting brethren. Nor do I mean, that it is
not distinctly stated, that the faith, which lays
hold of the Redeemer’s righteousness as the
alone meritorious ground of the sinner’s justi-
fication before God, must be an operative
sanctifying principle, * workipg by love,” to the
production of that “‘holiness, without which no
man shall see the T.-?”
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hend, as to the deficiency of practical enforce-
ment in evangelical preaching, in our day, is
thie, that it deals, in many instances, too much
in generalities, and does not sufficiently follow
the apostolical example, gnd go into the details
of Christian duty, in the yarious, relationships
of life ; or exhibit, with sufficient clearness and
particularity of statement, that style of cha-
racter, and course of conduct, which a child of
God should adopt, in order to act consistently
with his high and holy callmg, and to adorn the
doctrines of God our Saviour. The necessity
of faith, working by love, is insisted on; but
the manner, in which it ought to work, under
the influence of the divine principle of love,
is not always set forth so distinctly, as to enable
even the sincere inquirer to perceive, what he
ought to do, in the daily employment of , his,
time and talents, for the purpose of glorifying
the Saviour that he loves,

The necessity of holiness, as a fruit and
mark of a saving faith—the seal of the Holy
Spirit, restamping the divine image on the soul
—and a qualification for the enjoyment, though
not a title for the possession, of a heavenly
inheritance, among the saints in light, is also
inculcated, but we fear it is not always suffi-
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cipntly explained, wherein this holiness. gsepn-
tially consists. What are its characteristic fea-
tures—what its peculiar influence on the unden-
standing, the heart, the tongue, the temperythe
life—how it maybe most effectublly cherished,
and exemplified. What things tend to retard,
and what to promote, its progress—and what
should be the Christian’s daily walk and work,
in order to arrive at the highest degree of holi-
ness and devotedness, which can be attained on
earth, through the sanctifying and strengthening
operation of God, the Holy Ghost.

Again, the character of the Saviour is declared
to be the only perfect pattern—the only one,,
which His people can, in all cases and circum-
stances, follow with implicit confidence; and
confqrmity to this divine character is set forth,
as the distinguishing badge of the true believer,

* the uniform result of the indwelling of the Spirit,
and the indispensable evidence of a saving trust
in the sacrifice and righteousness of Him, who
has left His people, in His life, an example that
they should follow His steps, as well as pur-
chased for them, by His obedience unto death,
even the death of the cross, an inheritance in

“heaven, incorruptible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth not, away.” But, while conformity to
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the Savieur’s character is thus set forth, is there
uot too much reason to fear, that the lovely
features of this divine character are not suffi-
ciently brought out, in distinct and detailed
exhibition. 'The varioug graces which shone,
with such celestial attractiveness, in the cha-
racter of the Son of God, that they have
compelled infidelity itself to confess His Divinity
—cextorting from its great apostle the acknow-
ledgment, that ¢ the life and death of the Son
of Mary were those of a God”—these graces
are not, it is to be feared, sufficiently developed,
in much of the evangelical preaching of our
day ; or proposed, as frequently and fully as
they ought to be, as the object of the believer’s
habitual and prayerful contemplation, and con-
stant endeavours, in the strength of divine
grace, to exhibit their counterpart, in his qwn_
character and conversation.

The consequences, that have rcsulted from
this want of a more distinct and detailed exhibi-
tion of the various duties of the Christian life,
and the various features of the Christian cha-
racter, have been extremely prejudicial to the
spiritual welfare of the Church of Christ; and
bave tended to promote, what has with truth
been pronounced the besetting sin of the pro-

* M
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fessing religious world in our day—namely, the
uninfluential, unsanetifying profession of evan-
gelical truth. Many also, even sincere inquirers
on the way to Zion, are left, by, such general
statements of the neaecssity of followmg after
holiness, and doing all to the glory of God, and
being conformed to the character of Christ, in
much ignorance and perplexity, as to the path,
which they ought to pursue, in many of the
difficult situations,” and trying circumstances, in
which they are often placed. In such preaching,
there is often comparatively little to give them
clear and definite views of the nature and
extent of Christian morality, based on Chris-
tian principles and animated by Christian
motives. Stirred up by glowing descriptions of
a Saviour’s love, (and we are fully aware, no
_tongue of man or angel could speak too warmly
on such a theme!) animated by awakening
appeals to their hearts, on His behalf, (and we
admit that no appeals, on such a subject, can be
too awakening, or too urgently enforced,) they
appear sincerely solicitous to be instrumental
in promoting His glory—and yet receive so little
instruction, as to the details of the Christian
walk and warfare, by which that end may be
attained, that they continue, year after year,
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attending a Gospel ministry, and yet making no
perceptible progress in the sdivine life—exhibit-
ing no decisive evidences of growth in grace—
no increasing conformity to the high and holy
standard, set ‘before thegn in the Gospel—no
brightening resemblance tg the character, no
deepening devotedness to the service, of a
Saviour-God! Follow many modern profes-
sors to the sanctuary, on the Sabbath-day—they
are all awakened attention to the preacher, while
he is expatiating on the stupe‘ndous manifesta-
tions of the Redeemer’s love, or the precious
privileges, and glorious prospects, of His pecu-
liar people. Watch their couatenances! With
what joy are they irradiated, while themes, such
as these, are descanted upon, with heart-touching
eloquence ; and every feeling of their seuls,
kindling into the glowing but evanescent enthu-
siasm of an excited imagination, thrills respon-
sive to the stirring exhortations and appeals of
the preacher’s voice. Listen to their conver-
sation, when the subject of religion is brought
forward; and what a character of deep and
heartfelt interest in the sacred theme seems to
be impressed on every word they utter! You
would suppose that a Saviour’s love reigned, in
undisputed sovereignty, on the throne of their
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hearts ; and that their every desire and solicitude
was absorbed in the grateful anxiety to glorify
His dear and honoured name! Then watch
their employment of their time—their discharge
of their various dutips—domestic and social.
Observe the tempers they display, when sur-
prised by trials, or irritated by provocations.
Listen to their conversation, when religion is
not professedly the theme. Follow them, in
fine, through the various developments of their
character, in the course of a single day, and
will you not often be compelled, in wondering
disappointment, to exclaim—Are these the
devout attendants on the Gospel minister, who
seemed to hang in rapture on his lips, while he
spake to them of Jesus, and of all His wondrous
love? Where, then, are the evidences of that
_grateful love to Him, which seemed to light up
" their countenances, while listening to the pre-
cious theme ? Where is the jealous economy of
time, where the unreserved consecration of
talents, for the advancement of His glory?
Where are the features of like-mindedness with
Christ? Where His unmurmuring resignation
under trials? Where His unconquerable pa-
tience under provocations'? What traces of
conformity to His character can be discovered ?
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What marks of His humility and gentleness—His
meekness and lowliness of heart? What mean
these wasted hours—this frivolous discourse—
these discontented complainings—these out-
breakings of pride—thisspeevishness when dis-
appointed—this passion wlen provoked ? And
oh ! is it possible, that these bitter reproaches—
these uncharitable insinuations—these unmerci-
ful comments on the faults or failings of those
whom they profess to believe $o be brethren in
Christ, are coming from lips, which were lately
s0 eloquent in the praise of Him, who said—
¢ By this shall all men know, that ye are My
disciples, if ye have love one to another?” Can
it be, that their religious feelings are a kind of
Sabbath-costume, which they wear, only while
in the house of God, and put off, durin} the
week, unless when they attend a week-day.
lecture there, and then resume, for this purpose,
their Sabbath-dress ?

Now, I do not mean, by the characters I am
here describing, deliberate hypocrites—who
attend the sanctuary, and assume an aspect of
deep devotion, “to be seen of men,” for the
purpose of accomplishing some selfish end,
and thus incur the appalling guilt of pretending
a peculiar zeal for the glory of God, as a means
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of advancing their own. No; I mean those,
who are rather to “be suspected of deceiving
themselves than of intending to deceive others
—those, whose imagination and feelings are
excited, when the preacher expétiates on the
boundlessness of tke Saviour’s love, or the
privileges of His people—but who do not
exhibit, in a consistent display of conformity to
the Saviour’s character, and devotedness to His
service, those genuine fruits of a living faith,
which are always produced, when it is implanted
in the heart by the power of the Holy Ghost!
And my object, at present, is to consider, how
far the want of a more practical mode of
preaching, among those, who, in all essential
points set forth the truth, as it is in Jesus,
may have conduced to the production of the
evi] we have noticed, and which cannot be too
deeply deplored.

Should these pages, then, meet the eye of
any brother in the ministry, whose preaching
may have thus tended to promote this spirit of
self-deception among his hearers, and to retard
the growth of grace and godliness, even in the
sincere and faithful followel‘-s of the Lamb, to
that brother-minister I would humbly and affec-
tionately say—Dear brother, allow me, in
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Christian faithfulness and love, to suggest the
following considerations: '

If you would indeed feel warranted to hope
for the blessing of God on your ministry, ever
vememter, and follow the advice of a late dis-
tinguished servant of God, (the Rev. Legh
Richmond,) ¢ Never to preach a single sermon,
from which an unenlightened hearer might not
learn the plan of salvation, though he never
afterwards heard another discourse.”

Let me also affectionately press on your most
attentive consideration the eloquent appeal of
one of the brightest ornaments of our Scriptural
Church—the great and good Bishop Reynolds.
¢ Studiously and conscientiously apply your-
self to the heavenly skill of preaching. So
convince of sin, the stain, the pollution sof it,
the curse and malediction whereunto the soul
is exposed by it, that your hearers may be
awakened, and humbled, and effectually fore-
warned to flee from the wrath to come. So
convince of the all-sufficient righteousness, and
unsearchable riches of Christ; the excellency
of His knowledge, the immeasurableness of
His love, the preciousness of His promises, the
fellowship of His sufferings, the power of His
resurrection, the beauties of His holiness, the
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e4siness of His yoke, the sweetness of His,
peace, the joy of Hi8 salvation, the hope of His
glory, that the hearts of your hearers may burn
within them, and they may fly, like doves unto
their windows, for shelter and sanctuary, into
the arms of such a Redeemer, who is able and
willing ‘to save to the uttermost those who
come unto God by Him " that they may, with
all ready obedience, and by the constraining
power of the love of Christ, yield up them-
selves to the government of this Prince of
peace, by whom the prince of this world is
judged, and cast out ; his works destroyed; and
we, for this end, ‘bought with a price, that we
should not be our own, but His that bought us;
nor henceforth live unto ourselves, but unto
Him; who died for us, and rose again! Preach
Christ Jesus the Lord! Determine to know
nothing among yocur people but Christ crucified.
Let His name and grace, His Spirit and love,
triumph in the midst of all your sermons. Let
your great end be to glorify Him in the heart,
to render Him amiable and precious in the
eyes, of His people; to lead them to Him, as
a sanctuary to protect them; a propitiation to
reconcile them ; a treasure to enrich themj; a
Physician to heal them; an Advocate te. pre-
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sent them, and their services, to God—as
wisdom to coumsel them, eas righteousness to
justify, as sanctification to renew, as redemp-
tion to save !. Let Christ be the diamond to
shine in the bosom of allgyour sermons |”

In full accordance with ghese exhortations of
this truly Christian Bishop, I would say—Dear
Christian brother in the ministry—Seek, through
the enlightening influences of the divine and
only infallible Teacher, the Holy Spirit, to be
enabled to understand clearly, and to explain to
your people fully, the distinctive characteristics
and offices of thedaw and the Gospel; that you
may so set forth the terrors of the law, as to
lead your hearers to trust in the grace of the
Gospel ; and so exhibit the grace of the Gos-
pel, as to enforce evangelical obedience to the
precepts of thelaw! Shew them how the Holy
Spirit makes use of the law, as a pioneer, to
prepare the way for the reception of the Gospel
—as a schoolmaster, to conduct the sinner to
Christ! Shew them how the Spirit employs
the law, in convincing the soul of sin, which is
the transgression of the law—in bringing it in
guilty before God—teaching it to feel its need of
pardon, and a better righteousness than its own,
for asceptance with Jehovah—and thus leading
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it to embrace, with heartfelt gratitude and joy,
the glad tidings of the Gospel; to fly for refuge
from the curse of a broken law to a Saviour’s
outstretched arms; and to cling‘to His cross,
and repose on His righteousness, with a cordial,
and undivided trust., Then shew them how the
law, thus magnified and made honorable by the
Divine Redeemer’s obedience to its require-
ments, and endurance of its penalties, is en-
deared to the affections of the renewed heart of
the child of God, who now contemplates the
Lawgiver under the attractive aspect of his
covenant-God and Father. 4 How the Holy
Spirit enables hita to render a grateful and
cheerful compliance with all its precepts, as the
expressions of a beloved Father’s will. How
the law, though he does not, in the least degree,
look for justification, through his own obedi-
ence to its requirements, still continues to be
the rule of his life, the regulator of his actions,
as the law of his God, which he loves, because
it is holy, just, and good—and his earnest
desire is, that the inmost recesses of his heart
may be pervaded by its power, through the
sanctifying operation of the Holy Ghost.
Thus . explain to your people, that the proper
office of the law is to exhibit the preciousness
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of the Gospel ; and that the Gospel establishes,
on the firmest basis, the afithority of the law,
and makes the fullest provision for cordial
obedience to gll which it enjoins.

Allow me, also, affectienately to remind you,
dear brother, that you cennot too earnestly
impress on your people the cheering truth, that,
on the cross of Calvary, God’s co-eternal co-
equal Son offered up  a full, perfect and suffi-
cient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world ;”
and that, therefore, there can be no sins, how-
ever awfully aggravated, for which that sacrifice
is not an infinitely sufficient expiation ; for that
the blood of Him, who was * God manifest in
the flesh,” can blot out transgressions of the
very deepest dye; and to deny this, by un-
believing despair, under the garb of humility,
is to offer the deepest insult to a Saviour-Ggd.
You cannot, therefore, too urgently entreat of
even the vilest sinners to come at once to the
fountain, opened in the divine Redeemer’s
blood, for sin and for uncleanness—with the
full assurance that He will iz no wise cast
them out !—For that He invites all, without
exception or lmutatxon, ““that are weary and
heavy laden, to come unto Him, and He will
give them rest!” and that no previous qualifica-
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tions are required, to entitle them to come to
Jesus, or warrant them to confide in Him ; but
that they are privileged to come to Him, at
once, to cast themselves, as miserable sinners,
at the foot of His crass—that He may deliver
them from the guilt ,and punishment of sin, by
the sprinkling of His atoning blood; and from
the love and power of sin, by the influences of
His sanctifying grace! Yea! and further, you
are called upon to' exhort them, with all earnest-
ness of entreaty, to flee at once to this infinitely
precious Saviour, for shelter from the wrath to
come—because, as the everlasting Father has,
in His stupendotis love to sinners, given His
own, His only Son to the death of the cross, as
a propitiation for their sins, to reject the Son
of His love, and spurn the salvation, which He
has wrought out by His meritorious sufferings,
and obedience unto death, is to offer the most
aggravated affront to God the Father, by pour-
ing contempt on the love, the sufferings, the
blood of His well-beloved Son. And, there-
fore, they should ever remember, (and you, as
their minister, should ever remind them,) that
they are not only permitted but commanded, to
believe in the love of God so fully manifested
in the gift of His dear Son, as an all-suffi-
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cient sacrifice for sin; and to confide in that
sacrifice with a cheerful trust, for the pardon of
all their sins, however deeply dyed, or long-
continued they may have been.

If, iherefore, you wowld indeed desire to be
instrumental in accomplishjng the great object,
for which the Christian ministry was appointed
—even to draw sinners to the Almighty Saviour,
that He may save them, with that glorious and
everlasting salvation, which He has purchased
with His own infinitely precious blood—you
must ever keep in remembrance His own decla-
ration—* I, if I be lifted up will draw all men
unto Me ”"—with the comment of the Holy
Spirit, * this He spake, signifying what death
He should die!” You must, therefore, with
the great apostle, resolve to know nething
among your people, but ¢ Christ crucified,”_ as
the great subject of your preaching, taking the
words in their full scriptural sense! You must
make this your favourite theme! You must lift
up the cross, in all your ministrations, exhibit-
ing it as the only foundation of a sinner’s hopes
—as the most powerful incentive to the believer’s
devotedness of heart and life to the love and
service of the God'of his salvation !

* The cross, the cross, you must ever remem-
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ber, is the great spiritual magnet, by which the
heart of the siuner is drawn to a Saviour-God.
It is by the belief of the stupendous love there
displayed, when brought with power to the sin-
ner’s heart, by the Holy Spirit, that the natural
enmity of that hearf against God is subdued,
and changed into penitential contrition, and
grateful love; and thus the surest foundation
laid for a holy, obedient, devoted, heavenly life.
Nor is there a single Christian doctrine, or
Christian duty, which cannot be most power-
fully, and which should not be habitually en-
forced, from principles and motives, which
derive all their ckarm and efficacy from that
cross! Therefore is it, that you should fully
adopt the apostle’s language, as the motto of
all your ministrations, and exclaim, * God
forbid, that I should glory, save in the cross
of ‘our Lord Jesus Christ!” and exhibit that
cross in the very foreground of every repre-
sentation of divine truth—Yea! set it forth as
the sun and centre of your whole system of
ministerial instructions, round which all other
doctrines harmoniously revolve, and from
which they derive all their light, and warmth,
and glory ! You cannot, thtrefore, dear Chris-
tian brother in the ministry, be too fond of
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Christ crucified, as your ‘theme, in. public
preaching, or private converse with the flock,
committed to your charge: nor can’. you
lift up the cross, with too frequent a* ‘rocla-
mation of its amazmg message of rede\ wing,
love! ks
Nor should you neglect, if you would follow
the guidance of the word of God, to give that
degree of prominence, which the Scriptures un-
questionably give, to Christ ‘glorified, as well -
as Christ crucified! Frequently set forth the
glorious subject of the second advent of the
adorable Redeemer, exhibited in its scriptural
character, with all the magnificent prospécts it
unfolds to the eye of faith, of the glory to be
then revealed, as a most animating incentive to,
the believer’s diligence, devotedness, and-zeal
in his Divine Master’s service—a most powerful
sustainer of his patience, amidst trials and per-
secutions—and an abundant source of the most
delightful hopes, and precious consolations—as
well as a most persuasive motive to urge the
sinfier to flee, without delay, to the shelter of a
Saviour’s arms, from that storm of divine wrath,
which will burst sudderly on our world; more
especially, as the awful signs of the times so
loudly warn us, that now indeed we * know
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neifher the dwf'ﬁ'&r the hour, wherein the Sen
of man may come.’ While unfolding and. en-
“forcing this glorious but too much neglected
“théme, in such a spirit, and for such a purpose,
Jou cannot give it toa marked a‘prdmineme in
your preaching; for, no theme, when thus serip-
turally unfolded and enforced, has a more direct
tendency, or a more powerful influence, in pro-
moting the belicver’s sanctification. ¥You cannot,
: therefbre, I admit, expatiate too fervently or
frequently on that sweetest of all themes, which
can engage the thoughts or tongues of redeemed
sinners, whether on carth or in heaven, the
everprecious thetne of their Redeemer’s love.
You cannot be too earnest in your'appeals to
,your people, to surrender up themselves, un-
resetvedly, soul and bodly, to the service of Him,
who, for their sal:es, surrendered up Himself,
His soul and body, to the agonizing tortures of
the death of the cross. You cannot too con-.
stantly proclaim the glad tidings of great joy,
even that the chief of sinners are as fully
invited, and will be as cordially welcomed, by
the compassionate Saviour, as the most amiable
of moral ‘men. You cannot wage too uncom-
promiing a war against Self-righteousness, in
Qﬁfy‘s!mpe:w@ph it can assume; or exhibit,
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oo prominently the Redeemer’s infinitely“and
alone meritorious righteousness, as the ezclusive
ground of His people’s ]usttﬂca,tlon, apd their
exclusive txtle to their inheritance in heaven. -
Nor can you set forth,4too fully, the unspeak-
able preciousness of the believer’s pnvxleges,
and the exceeding great riches of grace and.
glory, provided for him, in that everlasting
covenant, which is indeed * well ordergd in all
-things, and sure.” Neither*can you pourtray,
in too lively colouring, so far as Scripture has
lifted up the veil, and revealed the glory that is”
reserved for the children of God, the prospects
of future blessedness, whieh-are unfolded, in
.the oracles of divine truth, as the everlasting
portion of those, who, in the presence of a
Saviour-God, shall tagte the fulness of joy,
and at His right-hand pleasures for evermore.
But, beloved brother in the ministry of the
Gospel, allow me affectionately .to suggest,
whether these supremely important themes
should not be practically, as well as prominently,
inculcated. Whether the details of Christian
~duty should not, as it is always in the apostoli-
cal epistles, so also in ydur preachihg, be com-
. bined with the deVelopment of Christian doc-
trine. (You know how the aﬂ)stle;, after laying
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the foundation of doctrinal truth in the opening
of their epistles, niformly build on that
foundation, at the close, the superstructure of
practical godliness, and a holy and devoted
life.) Whether the enforcement’ of precepts
should not be blended with the exhibition of
privileges. Whether the various features of
the Christian character should not be brougit
out, in fuller manifestation ; and the particular
modes of employing their time and talents, ac-
cording to their various stations and opportuni-
ties, by which the people, over whom you are
appointed to watch, may most abundantly ad-
vance the glory of the Saviour, should not be
more distinctly explained to them ; so that the
zeal, in that Saviour’s service, which your heart-
stirring appeals on His behalt may have kindled,
may not waste itself in unproﬁtable excitement,
or as unprofitable talk ; or, from want of pro-
“per direction, urge its enthusiastic votary into
some eccentric course; but may be embodied,
and exhibited, in a consistent career of Christian
devotedness, modelled after the Saviour’s charac-
ter, and animated by His own Spirit of humility,
holiness, and love!
How invaluable on this sudject is the advice
of one, whose wrifings breathe the very spirit of
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the apostolic age, Archbishop Leighton—¢ The
right spiritual knowledge® that a Christian
hath of God, and of himself, differenceth
itself from whatsoever is likest to it, by the
power and influence it hath upon the heart and
life. And in this, it hath the lively impression
of that doctrine of the Holy Scriptures that
teaches it; wherein we shall find throughout,
that the high mysteries of rehglon are gecom-
panied with practical truths, which not only
agree with them, but are drawn out of
them, and not violently drawn, but naturally
flowing from them, as pure streams from a pure
spring. Thus in this Episfle, (1 St. f‘éter,)
we find the apostle intermixing his divine
doctrine with most useful and practical exhor-
tations. ‘ y

“ And upon this model ought both the ministers
of the Gospel to form their preaching, and the
hearers their ear. Ministers are not to instruct
only, or to exhort only, but to do both. To
exhort men to holiness and the duties of a
Christian life, without instructing them in the
doctrine of faith, and bringing them to Jesus
Christ, is to build a house without a foundation.
And, on the other s1de, to instruct the mind in
the knowledge of divine thlﬁ,s, and neglect
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the pressing of that practice and power of
godliness, which is the undivided companion of
true faith, is to forget the building that ought
to be raised upon that foundation once laid,
which is likewise a point of very great folly.
Or, if men, after laying that right foundation,
do proceed to the superstructure of vain and
empty speculations, it is but to ¢ build hay and
stubble,’ instead of those solid truths, that
direct the soul "in the way of happiness,
which are of more solidity and worth than
¢ gold, and silver, and precious stones.” Christ,
and the doctrine that reveals Him, is called
by St. Paul ‘thé mystery of faith,” (1 Tim.
ili. 9.) and verse 16, ¢ the mystery of godliness ;’
as Christ is the object of faith, so is He the
spring and fountain of godliness. The apostle
having, we see, in his foregoing discourse, un-
folded the excellency of Christ in him, proceeds
here to exhort them to that pure and spiritual
temper of mind, and course of life, that be-
comes them as Christians.

“All they who do really come to Jesus Christ,
as they come to Him, as their Saviour, to be
clothed with Him, and made righteous by Him,
so they come likewise to Him, as their Sanctifier,
to be made new ‘and holy by Him, to die and
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live with Him, to follow the Lamb wheresoever
He goes, through the ha’dest sufferings, and
death itself. And this spiritual suffering and
dying with Him, is the universal way of all
His followers : they areall martyrs thus in the
crucifying of sinful flesh, and so dying for Him,
and with Him.

¢ Sanctification is necessary as inseparably
connected with justification; not only as its
companion, but as its end, which in some sort
raises it above the other. We see that it was
the thing which God eyed and intended, in
taking away the guiltiness of sin, that we might
be renewed and sanctified. * For this end was
that great work undertaken by the Son of
God, that He might frame out of polluted
mankind a new and holy generation te His
Father, who might compass His throne in the
life of glory, and give Him pure praises, and
behold His face in that eternity. Now, for
this end it was needful, according to the all-wise
purpose of the Father, that the guiltiness of
sin and sentence of death should be once
removed ; and thus, the burthen of that lay upon
Christ’s shoulders on the cross.” That done, it
is further necessary, that souls so delivered be
likewise purified and renewed,” for they are de-
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signed for perfection of holiness in the end, and
it must begin here.”-

Do not then rest satisfied with vindicating
the glorious doctrine of the imputed righteous-
ness of the Redeemer from unmerited censure,
(as if it tended to epcourage ungodliness,) by
reminding your flock, that the most unmized
dependence on the Redeemer’s righteousness
has no natural affinity with even a careless,
much less an ungodly life—but shew them, *how
directly and powerfully it is calculated to pro-
mote personal holiness, and devotedness to the
Saviour’s service, because, by deepening the
sense of obligation'to His self-sacrificing love,
(since it teaches the believer to regard e/l his
glorious privileges and prospects, as purchased

! Sce this subject, illustzated and impressed, with peculiar feli-
city &nd force, in the heavenly-minded Leighton’s incomparable
Commentary on Ist Epistle of St. Peter ; in Doctor O’Briens
truly admirable Sermons on Justification, whose intrinsic value
did not require to be so painfully enhanced, as it now is, by
the lamentable scarcity of a work, which ought to be in every
theological student’s hands; in that masterpiece of Christian
philosophy, Chalmers’ Lectures on the Romaps; and also in
¢ Letters on Sanctification, by the Rev. John Brown, of Whit-
burn,” in which the distinct nature, though inseparable union,
of justification and sanctification, is (.:!early unfolded, and the
manner in which the former tends to the prumotion of the
latter, a,ccu;'ately explained, and energetically enforced.
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entirely by that Saviour’s blood,) it gives in-
creased power to that principle, which is the
spring of all acceptable obedience, the con-
stroining love of Christ! Shew them that he,
who most undividedly «rusts in the Saviour’s
righteousness, for all the blessings of grace and
glory, of time and eternity, will love that
Saviour most gratefully ; and that the hatred of
sin, the love of holiness, the desire to glorify
Him, who died for us, and Taithfully to follow
His steps, will always keep pace with the pro-
gress of genuine gratitude and love to Him!
And that, therefore, whatever promotes our
love to Christ, equally profotes our devoted-
ness and conformity to Christ. Thus prove to
your people, that the doctrine of ° imputed
rightcousness,” by deepening the believer’s
gratitude to God, our Saviour, secures yost
effectually the interests of Christian morality,
and provides most abundantly for the faithful
discharge of every Christian duty.

Do not either rest satisfied with telling your
people, thas, while trusting undividedly in the
Redeemer’s righteousness, they must be holy ;
but explain to them, with clearness and accu-
racy, the nature of Christian holiness; its es-
sential features, and characteristics; how it
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should be cultivated in the heart, and exhibited
in the life ; what wilk tend to retard, and what
to promote its growth. (o into the details of
the means, which the sincere disciple of Jesus
should adopt, in his pyrsuit of holiness, so as
to secure his success. , And while you continually
remind him, that for every step of progress
he can hope to make, he must be altogether
indebted to the grace and power of Geod, the
Holy Ghost, (and‘you should, therefore, give
a decided prominence, in your preaching, to the
work and offices of the Blessed Spirit,) and
must lean entirely on the divine strength, and
seck perseveringly the sanctifying influences, of
this Omnipotent Spirit, whose exclusive prero-
gative it is to make the children of God holy, and
thus meet for heaven, remind him as faithfully
that, in humble dependence on this Almighty
Guide and Guardian, the Author, and Giver,
and Sustainer of all spiritual life, he must be
unwearied in the use of all those appointed
means of grace, which are the ordinary chan-
nels, through which the Spirit conveys His re-
newing influences into the soul ; and in the faith-
ful use of which alone can the believer look,
with humble confidence, for the impartation of
those suppliee of divine grace, of which he
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stands so much in need, as they are so alto-
gether indispensable for thesanctification of his
soul.

Again, do not be content with telhng your
people, that they must endeavour, in all things,
to glorify a Saviour-God, lt explain to them,
with detailed particularity of statement, how,
according to their various stations, relationships,
and opportunities, they can most effectually
advance His cause, who, by* His own blood,
has purchased the dearest right to all their
talents, and to all their time. Lead them to
consider carefully, what measure of influence
they may possess, whether from their situation
in society, or their natural endowments, or ac-
quired attainments, or through any other chan-
nel ; and how they can best turn it to acceunt,
for the promotion of His glory, who, to exalt
them to everlasting glory, stooped even to the
humiliation of the manger, and the death of the
cross. Point out to them, distinctly and in de-
tail, how their time should be employed ; how
their money should be expended ; how their au-
thority should be exercised, with a view to this
object, which should ever be the first and dear-
cst to their hearts. * Impress on them, solemnly
and faithfuily, what an awful responsibility rests
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on them, if heads of families, to regulate, so
as to advance the glory of God, their domestic
establishment, in every particular, as to per-
sonal expenditure, and social intercourse, the
books read, the recreations permitted, the con-
versation carried ¢n, and the objects plainly
perceived, by the tenor of the whole system of
arrangement, to be recognized in the family
circle, as of paramount importance in them-
selves, and cntitled to the supreme solicitude
and estimation of all around.

Point out to them, particularly, the utter un-
suitableness to the character, and injurious in-
fluence to the spirttuality, of a child of Geod, in
those essentially wngodly amusements, which
the votaries of the world so cagerly pursue,
suclr as the theatre, the ball-room, and all the
agsemblies of fashionable folly. Amusements,
whose professed object is to foster forgetfulness
of God, as the essential qualification for the
enjoyment of happiness, in those who derive
from His bounty every blessing they possess.
Amusements, which are so avowedly unchristian
in their constitution, that an allusion to the
love and sufferings of Christ, amidst scenes of
such unsanctified gaiety,‘ would be felt to
be altogether out of place—indeed a very
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profanation of the sacred theme. Amusements,
which so far from answeringethe purpose, which
all, who love that Saviour, can alone consistently
seek in their recreations, even being refreshed by
them for entering, with renewed vigour, on the
service of the Lord they loye, have an exactly
opposite result, and entirely unfit the spirit for
holding communion, in devout retirement, with
the Father of spirits, or engaging, with
cordial energy, in His blested cause. And
therefore amusements, whose unhallowed scenes
assuredly would not be the place, out of which
a child of God would wish to be suddenly sum-
moned by death, into the presence of Him, who
poured out His blood for his salvation; or in
which he would wish to be found by that Saviour,
at His coming, were He unexpectedly to ap-
pear, revealed from heaven, in flaming fire.
Oh! then point out to your people, how aw-
fully inconsistent it is in one, that professes to
love Him who died for us, to go for enjoyment
into a scene, where he would shudder to be
found by the sudden summons of the stroke of
death, or the sudden appearing of the Son of
God.

Remind them, also, how that grateful desire
to glorify God, which ought to animate their
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every movement, should constrain them to en-
deavour to persuade every individual, over whom
they have any influence, ( beginning with the
members of their own family circle, and extend-
ing to every friend, angd even ever'y acquaintance,
who is unacquaintgd with the preciousness of
Jesus,) to esteem Him, as He is, in truth, the
Pearl of great price, and to devote themselves,
with an unreserved surrender, to Him, and to
His service, for time and for eternity. How
peculiarly they should feel responsible for the
spiritual welfare of the servants, whom the pro-
vidence of God has committed to their charge,
and should labour, by every means in their
power, to promote it to the uttermost. And
how they should be tenderly solicitous to
assist all whom they love in Christ, in run-
ning, with increasing ardour, their heaven-
ward race—stimulating them to press, with
untiring energy, after higher degrees of holi-
ness, and a more entire consecration of every
talent to the advancement of His glory. Re-
mind them, also, how this same divine principle
—this constraining love of Christ—should ani-
mate them to be diligent and liberal, (and self-
denying, in order to enlarge their liberality,) in
promoting all the plans, already in operation,
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and ingenious in devising others, for spreading
the knowledge of His savifig name, at home,
among His ancient people, and the benighted
idoleters in heathen lands—for mitigating the
frightful mass of human amisery—arresting the
torrent of sin and suffering upon earth—and
diffusing all the precious blessings, temporal
and eternal, which the Gospel, when cordially
embraced, always brings in its train, to the
utmost extent that their influépce can reach, in
their neighbourhood—their native land—and
throughout the world. Yes! be zealous in
your advocacy of the missionary cause with
your people! Press on thém frequently the
consideration, that this cause should be pre-
eminently dear to all who sincerely love the
Lord Jesus Christ, and are like-minded®*with
Him, in compassionating the wretchednegs,
and desiring the salvation of immortal souls!
Be assured you may hope for a richer blessing
on all your pastoral ministrations, if you are
faithful and fervent in pleading the cause of
missions, which is the Saviour’s cause, with the
flock committed to your charge!

Again, in regard to the character of Christ,
do not be content with telling your people, in
the general, that conformity to this divine
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character is indispensably necessary, as an
evidence of the vifality of their faith in His
blood, and the validity of their claim to an in-
terest in His righteousness, as well as a qualifi-
cation for the enjorment of that heavenly
inheritance, which He has purchased for them,
by His obedience unto death—even the death
of the cross! This general statement, however
true, is by no means sufficient, for the accom-
plishment of what is, after all, the great ulti-
mate design of the Gospel scheme; and what
should, therefore, be equally the ultimate design
of all Gospel ministrations—namely, the re-
newal in the divife image, (or in other words,
in conformity to Christ,) in righteousness and
true holiness, through the sanctifying influences
of the: IHoly Spirit, the objects of the eternal
Father’s electing love—that they may thus be
made meet for that inheritance among the
saints in light—that purchased possession, to
which, as joint-heirs with Christ, in right of
His meritorious sufferings and righteousness,
they are entitled, but which, without conformity
to His character, were they even invested with
it, they could not possibly enjoy.

Something, much more distinct and detailed
than this general announcement of the necessity
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of like-mindedness with Christ, is required, in
your preaching, in order towassist the children
of God in your congregation, in attaining to
that resemblance to the Redeemer, in every
lovely feature of His cejestial character, in
which the very essence of fheir meetness for
heaven «consists. Every separate feature of
that divine character should be developed, as
illustrated by those deeply-interesting incidents,
in the narrative of His history, which are
recorded with such exquisite simplicity in the
Scriptures, and so touchingly display the love-
liness of a character, of whose matchless
perfection it is enmough to state, that it is the
character of the blessed God, embodied in a
human form, and that in assimilation to is
excellence consists that renewal in the divine
image, by which alone man can be made meet
for the inhabitation and enjoyment of the holy
heaven of a holy God! The advantage of thus
exhibiting the features of the Saviour’s charac-
ter, as illustrated by the incidents of His history,
may be exemplified by one or two instances.
Would you exhort the faithful followers of the
Lamb, over whom you are appointed to watch,
to copy the example dbf His meekness and for-
givingness ? How diffcrent is a general exhor-
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tation to this effect, from leading your people to
the foot of the Reédeemer’s cross, and desiring
them to listen to Him, while hanging there,
amidst excruciating agony of soul and body,
breathing out His departing spirit in that most
merciful prayer, for His infuriate murderers—
¢ Father, forgive them, for they know not what
they do!” Would you inculcate on them the
duty of unmurmuring resignation to their hea-
venly Father’s will, amidst the most afffictive
trials, with which, in His chastening love He
may see fit to visit them ? Oh! it is one thing,
when exhorting to this duty, in a general
way to remind ‘them, that they should copy
the pattern of the Redeemer’s resignation ; and
it is quite another thing, and immeasurably
more calculated to attract every affection of the
beart, and awaken every energy of the soul, to
the most strenuous efforts at imitation of the
Saviour’s submission, in reliance on the pro-
mised power of the Holy Spirit, to call on your
flock to follow you to the garden of Gethse-
mane, and there to gaze on their adorable
Redeemer, in the hour of His agony; and to
hear Him, while prostrate on the ground, in
that mysterious bloody sweat, which so awfully
revealed the secret anguish of His soul, pouring
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out that most affecting prayer, in which
the deepest grief, and the sublimest resigna-
tion, are so beautifully blended—‘ Oh, My
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from
Me; nevertheless, not Yy will, but Thine, be
done I”—And then remipd them, that the
reason, why it was not possible for that cup to
pass away from Him, and why He was content,
with such cheerful resignation, to drain it to
the dregs, was, that His love for them con-
strained Iim, as their Surety, and the sacrifice
for their sins, to drink its every drop of bitter-
ness, as otherwise the offended justice of a
holy God must have condemmed them to drink
of the cup of His righteous wrath, for ever and
ever. And oh! surely, you supply the chil-
dren of God with a motive for resignation to
any trial, which He, who drained tfat cup for
their sakes, may appoint, immeasurably more
powerful and attractive in its influence, and
more calculated to fill their hearts with kappy
comfort, than general exhortations to the dis-
charge of this duty, or a general reference to
the character of Christ !

Would you impress on them the beauty and
the benefit of that tneek answer to unjust accu-
sation, or bitter reproach, which often turns
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away wrath, and quenches the kindled spark of
resentful feeling? «Decm it not enough to re-
mind them, that when their Divine Master was
reviled, He reviled not again—but bid them
look at Him,—stanging, in meek majestic
silence, before the, judgment-seat of Pilate—
exhibiting a sublime composure, which no in-
justice, no indignities, could for a moment
ruffle; and when, in outrageous defiance of
every principle oft equity, the innocent Sufferer
was barbarously smitten on the cheek—tell
those, who would prove that they have indeed the
Spirit of Christ, to listen to His meek expos-
tulation—* If I have spoken evil, bear witness
of the evil—but if well, why smitest thou Me ?”
And oh! if all, who love the Saviour, would
thus «reply to railing accusations, or cutting
taunts, how often would they still the storm of
domestic strife, and prevent the spark of anger,
which some sudden collision may have kindled,
from bursting into a fiercely burning flame !
Would you persuade them to be clothed with
humility, that garment so befitting a sinner,
saved by sovereign grace—so beautiful, even in
the eyes of the blessed God Himself ? Do not
confine yourself to remindit.g them, that their
Divine Master expressly requires of them ¢ to
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learn of Him, for He was meek and lowly of
heart”—thus selecting Hi% own lowliness of
heart, out of all the graces which adorned His
character, as the object of distinguished and
peculiar commendation, #hd which He espccially
delights to see reflected in she character of His
true disciples. Or how earnestly He reiterated
the declaration, ¢ He that exalteth himself
shall be abased, but he that humbleth himself
shall be exalted.” Or even What a stupendous
display of condescending humility is exhibited
in the incarnation of Him, ¢ who, though He
was in the form of God, and thought it not
robbery to be equal with God, yet made Him-
self of no reputation, but took upon Him the
form of a servant, and was made in the likeness
of men; and, being found in fashion as a®man,
He humbled Himself, and became obedient
unto death—even the death of the cross.”
To enforce humility, if possible, more power-
fully and attractively by the adorable Re-
deemer’s cxample, exhibit Him, who created all
things in heaven and earth—Him, who maketh
the clouds His chariot, and covereth Himself
with light, as with a garment, exhibit Hin—the
Almighty Creator “of the universe—when He
tabernacled in the flesh, rising from the table,
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where He had been sitting at supper, with His
disciples, that night to be much remembered
throughout the ages of eternity, and laying aside
His garments, and taking a towel, and girding
Himself, then pouring water into a basin, and
washing the disciples’ feet, and wiping them
with the towel, wherewith He was girded.
Oh! lead those, who love the Saviour, to look
on this wondrous sight—to_behold their Divine
Redeemer stooping to an act of such infinite
condescension. Remind them of His own
impressive address to His disciples—*‘ Know ye
what 1 have done? Ye call Me Master and
Lord, and ye say well, for so I am. If I then,
your Lord and Master, have washed your feet,
ye also ought to wash one another’s feet I” And
surely, then, you can make an irresistible
appeal to all His faithful followers, while
gazing, with the eye of faith, on their Divine
and beloved Lord and Master, appearing in
such a garb, and such an attitude, whether they
can cherish in- their hearts a single spark of
pride—whether they should not indeed desire
to be clothed with humility—and whether there
can be any attitude, too lowly for them to as-
sume, any labour of love, ‘too humiliating for
them to perform, if they can thereby exhibit a
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closer conformity to their Divine Master’s ex-
ample ; and promote at oncé His glory, and the
temporal or spiritual comfort of any even the very
humbolest of His poor, weak, suffering saints.
Or would you recommeond to those, who have
embraced the ‘¢ truth as it is in Jesus,” that en-
dearing tenderness of sympathy with the sor-
rows of others, which sheds such a halo of
softened glory round a character, in which all
the loftier qualities that comfnand our venera-
tion are combined, do not content yourself with
reminding them, that such sympathy preemi-
nently distinguished that divine Philanthropist
—that great High Priest, who can indeed be
touched with a feeling of His people’s infirmities
—whose bosom yearned with such pitying com-
passion over the miseries of mortality, that He
left the throne of His glory to come down to
earth to mitigate them, and to pour the balm
of His divine consolations into the mourners’
hearts—and who in the overflowings of a sym-
pathy, that passeth all understanding, addresses
to all the children of affliction that most endear-
ing invitation—‘‘ Come unto Me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest!” Do not feefysatisﬁed with this general
declaration, but lead those who love Jesus, and
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desire to be like Him, to contemplate Him, on
some of those interesting occasions, when this
sympathy shines forth with a divine splendour,
in His words, or works of mercy, or the yet
more expressive language of His tears. Bring
them, step by step,through every circumstance
of that most touching narrative, recorded in
the eleventh chapter of the Gospel of St. John.
Bid them mark the ‘Saviour’s conduct towards
the family of Bethany,! if they would under-
stand what deep, delicate, and at the same
time, practical sympathy with the sorrows of
othiers means : and how it should display itself
in its desire to act‘the part of the good Sama-
ritan, and pour the wine and oil of heavenly
consolation into the festering wounds of a blced-
ing heart! Exbibit before them the character
of the Saviour, as developed in that chapter,
from the moment He received the affecting mes-
sage—¢ Lord | he whom thou lovest is sick,”
till, standing beside the grave of that beloved
friend, “Jesus wept!” (Oh! that one chapter
is worth volumes of human composition, on the
subject of true Christian sympathy!) Or point

1 See this beautifully developed ip a work, lately translated

from the French, by the Rev. W. Hare, entitled—« The
Family of Bethany.”
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Him out, arresting the progress of the funeral
procession, which He met 8t the gate of Nain,
and in the cagerness of His compassionate seli-
citude to soothe the sorrows of the widowed
mother’s heart, before Fe puts forth the word
of power, which is to calb back her only son
from the grave, crying out to her, with that
tenderness of manner which was so peculiarly
His own, “ Weep not!” Or remind them how,
when the hour of His agony and death drew
nigh, as He was on His journey to Jerusalem,
to be there insulted, condemned, crucified—
when He came near the city, and beheld it, for-
getful, as it were, of all the sufferings that
awaited Himself there, and only thinking of
the fearful woes, the utter desolation, that
was impending over His beloved but devoted
Jerusalem, He wept over it, saying, * Oh,
Jerusalem ! Jerusalem! how often would 1 have
gathered your children, even as a hen gathereth
her chickens under her wings, but ye would
not!” Or bid them study the xiv. xv. xvi. and
xvil. of St. John! Or bring to their recol-
lection how, when He was on His way to
Calvary, and when one might have supposed
that His whole soul would have been absorbed
in the prospect of the appalling sufferings,
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which were so soon to burst, in all their over-
whelming force, ort His self-devoted head,
wringing from Him that fearful cry of altogether
inconceivable agony, *“ Eloi! Eloi! lama sabae-
thani!” (and all this was perfectly foreknown
by Him)—oh ! remird those who would learn,
from the example of Jesus, to weep with them
that weep, how in that hour he turned to the
train of mourners, who followed Him, and ex-
claimed, (as if their coming sorrows altogether
obliterated from His mind the remembrance of
His own)—¢ Daughters of Jerusalem! weep
not for Me, but weep for yourselves, and for
your children!” Surely you will thus give your
people a more correct conception of the nature,
and a more endearing view of the loveliness, of
Chris&kan sympathy, as well as supply them
with more persuasive motives for endeavouring
to cultivate this (1 had almost said) most attrac-
tive feature of the Christian character, than if
you were to spread before them volumes of
metaphysical disquisition on its properties and
influences, and were to seek to win them to its
cultivation, by the charms of the most enchant-
ing eloquence, that ever flowed from the lips
of man | )

It is uunecessary to pursue the subject fur-
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ther, (though ¢ &here be not a sweeter, or more
profitable one, in the range 8f Christian ethics,)
or to show, how every feature of the Saviour’s
character may be similarly illustrated by the
incidents of His life. Whether it be that deep
devotional spirit, which wae exhibited in His
constant communion with His Father in Heaven
—or that fervent zeal for the glory of God,
which glowed, as an inextinguishable fire, in His
breast—or that benevolent delight in contri-
buting to the happiness of man, which prompt-
ed Him continually ¢“to go about doing good,”
—or that unsullied purity, which, like a bright
halo of celestial glory, alway$ encircled Him—
or that profound humility, (for we would again
advert to this feature,) which was flung, like
a veil of celestial workmanship, over all* the
manifestations of His majesty—all the outgp-
ings of His love—and shed a softened splendour
round them all! There is not one of these, or
of any of the other features, that bear so legibly
stamped on them the impress of divinity, which
caunot be most beautifully developed by the
recorded narrative of His life. And I cannot
but feel, that a more powerful means could not
be employed, to counteract the poisonous in-
fluence of Antinomian heresy, and to promote
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the progress of vital godliness, and thus ad-
vance the glorious 6bject, for which the Son of
God was manifested in the flesh, than thus,
(while continually holding up His divine right-
eousness, as the sinnex’s only ground of trust,)
to exhibit, in distinet and detailed display, as
illustrated by the history of His sojourn upon
earth, the various features of the character of
Him, who is ‘“the brightness of the Father’s
glory, and the express Image of His person;”
and to press it earnestly and frequently on
the consideration of all, who profess to trust in
His righteousness, that, if they would indeed
glorify Him upon- earth, or be made meet for
partaking of His glory in heaven, they must be
conformed to His image, by the power of the
Holy Spirit, 1n every feature, in which the in-
cgrnate God can be a model for the imitation
of regenerated man.

From this exhibition of the Saviour’s charac-
ter, as the pattern, which in all things His
people are to follow, two most important ad-
vantages may be expected to result. One, that
those, who are conscious that they are not
even endeavouring to attain to any measure of
conformity to this character, may be awakened
to a sense of their awfully perilous condition, as



PRACTICAL PREACHING. 203
»

being altogether destitute of any scriptural
claim to the privileges and hopes of the children
of God. Tor it is unequivocally declared, that
“if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he
is none of His,”—that ‘“‘swhom the Father hath
predestinated, He hath pradestinated to be con-
formed to the image of His Son,” and that ““He
has left His people an example, that they
should follow His steps.” If then the various
features of His divine character were more fre-
quently and fully set forth, illustrated in the
manner we have described, might not those
nominal professors of His gospel, in our con-
gregations, who bear His nahe, without even a
desire to bear His image, be awakened to a
conviction of their unquestionable want of any
resemblance to the character of Him, whose
disciples they profess to be? And might got
this conviction, brought home to their hearts,
by the almighty power of the Holy Ghost,
arouse them to a sense of their danger, as hav-
ing only a name to live by, but being dead, in
the sight of God—without one spark of spiritual
life ! without one mark of a scriptural hope of
salvation !

I cannot but hope, that, were the character
of Jesus thus fully developed before the crowded
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congregations, that attend the evangelical
preaching of our day, the Holy Spirit would
fix, in many a self-deceiving heart, the arrow
of conviction of sin, and the consequent need
of a Saviour’s blood t¢ atone for its guilt, and
a Saviour’s grace to <leanse from its defilements,
and to renew the purified soul in the divine
image, thus presented in most attractive loveli-
ness, as embodied in the character of the Son
of God! Many, 'who are now deceiving them-
selves with a delusive hope of heaven, whether
based on a professed reliance on His righteous-
ness, or on any other foundation, would be
startled out of their fatal dream by the convic-
tion, that being devoid of a conformity to this
divine character, they wanted not merely the
most ' decisive evidence of a saving interest in
the Redeemer’s righteousness, but also the es-
sential requisite for the enjoyment of heaven
itself, as it is too manifest, to require laboured
demonstration in its proof, that the presence of
Jehovah-Jesus, a Saviour-God, in which, to
those who love and are like Him, the very es-
sence of heaven’s happiness consists, could
impart no pleasure, but must be a source of
unmixed pain, to those, who are destitute of
congeniality with the character of heaven’s holy
God!
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Another important advantage, that would
follow from this fuller and® more frequent ex-
hibition of the Saviowr’s character, is, that
those, who really love Him, would be thus en-
abled, through the transforming power of the
Holy Spirit, more rapidly $o attain to that con-
formity to His divine character, whichis, as we
have seen, the ultimate object of the Father’s
electing love—the Son’s mediatorial work—
and the Spirit’s sanctifying grace. By having
the loveliness of this character more frequently
exhibited before them, they would better under-
stand the nature of true holiness, when viewed
as consisting in conformity to Christ; and
their admiration of its celestial beauty, and
their consequent desire to resemble what they
admire would be decepened, and would natarally
produce increased exertions to accomplish,an
object, with which their own happiness, and
the glory of their God, are so inseparably
linked. It would, in truth, be altogether
impossible for a child of God to be habitually
in contact and communion with the Saviour, in
the affectionate and devout contemplation of
His adorable character, without gradually catch-
ing more and more of resemblance to every
feature of His divine countenance, (if one may
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so speak,) and closer congeniality with Ilis
mind and Spirit. And when holiness is thus
seen to be identified with having the same mind
that was in Christ Jesus, and walking in His
steps, it wears both a’more palpable form, and
a more endearing aspect, and makes its appeal
more irresistibly both to the understanding and
the heart !

We all know the assimilating influence of fre-
quent communion with a beloved friend, whose
character we contemplate with a high degree of
affection and esteem. Oh! then, what blessed
results might be anticipated from the influence
of frequent communion with this Divine Friend,
having all the attractive features of His charac-
ter constantly before our view! What an
assiniilating process might be expected to be
carried on, by the omnipotent energy of God
the Holy Ghost! And what can be desired
for the advancement of God’s glory, or the
believer’s happiness, more than this assimilation,
since it involves likeness to the blessed God, in
that very point, in which His own felicity essen-
tially consists, and by an assimilation to which
the highest degree of happiness, within the
reach of auy created being, is attained. For
assuredly God’s character—what, by way of
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distinction, we are accustomed to call His moral
perfections, constitute, pfimarily and essen-
tially, His glory, and His happiness—since it
is manifest, that, were we to imagine a Being,
possessed of all the natwral perfections, if we
may so call them, which we ascribe tg the living
God, invested with omnipresence, omniscience,
omnipotence, but devoid of infinite justice, be-
nevolence, and holiness; such a Being could
neither in Himself be perféctly happy, nor
entitled to our supreme veneration, confidence,
and love! If, then, God’s moral character be
essentially His glory and felicity, and if the
character of Jesus of Nazareth be the character
of God, with all the divine perfections wrought
into the texture of a human form, and thus at
once adapted to our comprehension, and’ en-
deared to our affections, by all the attractiye
sympathies of a human heart, and a human
voice, oh! surely, the sum and substance of a
believer’s blessedness must consist in such a
congeniality with: this character, in thought,
desire, and affection, as will, in the emphatic
language of Scripture, make him one with
Christ, one, in perfect union or identity of will
and purpose, of sentiment and disposition, of
taste and temper! And if this be so, ought
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not this character to be more fully exhibited by
the preacher, in ‘his public ministrations, and
more huhmdly;stmied 'by the believer, in his
private meditations, that by keeping its divine
beauty, in every lovely feature, more constant-
ly in v1e\|@ a more ardent desire for gatire con-
formity to it may be kindled by § devout
adoration, which this full display of its celestial
charms would necessarily excite in those who
love the Lord! |

I cannot but feel convinced, that were this
plan adopted, and, at the same time, the re-
newing influences of the Holy Spirit, by which
alone the work of ‘assimilation can be carried on,
earnestly implored, we should be less frequently
offended and pained by the exhibition of glaring
incohsistencies, in the temper and character of
professing Christians, of whom, in the judg-
ment of charity, we are disposed in the main to
cherish a favourable opinion, as of those who
have indeed surrendered up themselves to the
service of the Lord. -

We should not so frequently witness the ano-
malous spectacle, which now so often perplexes
and distresses us, in the professing Church of
Christ, of characters, whose sincerity we would
be reluctant to doubt; displaying, in their ge-
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neral demeanoar, a spmt so strangely unlike
His, in whose steps they' are.. px:ofeasmg to
tread, and whose glory they i iara; desirous to
promote—Bitter in theif zeal for Him, who was
the incarnation of+Divin® love—proud in their
deport: » while calling thremselves ghe follow-
ers of . y, who was meek, and lowly of heart
—rough and rude in advocating the cause of
the mild, the gentle Lamb of God—contentious
and overbearing in their effor{s to extend the
empire of the Prince of Peace! Uncharitable
in judgment, and censorious in remark, while
claiming the closest relationship to Him, who
invented for the shameful slumber of His dis-
ciples, in the garden of Gethsemane, that
most megciful excuse, -¢ The spirit indeed is
willing, but the flesh is weak I”—Coveting’ the
honours, and courting the favour of that world,
on whose glory he poured such contempt, and
whose friendship He has declared to be enmxty
against God. Yea! and even impatient and
repining, under .trials—peevish and resentful,
under provocations, while, in right of their
profession, they put themselves forward, as
reflecting, to the eyes of the world, the image
of the patient and uncomplammg, the merciful
and fa~giving Redeemer of mankind.
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CHAPTER VI.
RELIGIOUS DECLENSION.

ANoTHER cause, which, I cannot but think,
has greatly tended to lower the standard, and
retard the progress, of vital godliness, in our
day, is a most erroneous impression, which, I
fear, is extensively prevalent, that, instead of the
believer’s course from the period of his conver-
sion, being one of continual advancement—of
constantly progressive sanctification ; it is quite
to be expected that the fervour of his first love,
and %eal in divine things will soon subside, and
be necessarily followed by a season of compara-
tive coldness and declension. '

Too’many, in our day, when the warm glow
of hallowed affection, which, on their being
first awakened to a sense of their own awful
guilt and danger, and their infinite obligation
to a Redeemer’s love, burned in their breasts
towards a Saviour-God, begins to fade away,
instead of heing alarmed by the first symptoms
of declining strength, or sweetness, in what
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Scripture so beautifully designates ¢ their first
love,” contemplate the change without any
sericus apprehension; from a persuasion, that
this is the natural course of events, in the
history of the Christian’® spiritual experience.
That all the children of God, on their first
entrance on their heavenward course, feel a
liveliness of impression, a fervour of affection,
a rapture of enjoyment, which sooner or later
must abate. And that, howgver this declen-
sion may be regretted, it must be submitted
to, as inevitable, or, perhaps, it is even ima-
gined, acquiesced in with cheerful resignation,
as an arrangement of God, in the economy
of the kingdom of grace; instead of being
mourned over, and struggled against, as an
effect of the combined influence of their own
corrupt nature, and of Satan’s power, whieh
the Holy Spirit, if His Almighty aid were
devoutly implored, and His suggestions and
admonitions faithfully followed, would enable
them to overcome.

Now I know—indeed, I can conceive nothing,
more powerfully calculated actually to paralyze
every vigorous effort after high attainments in
holiness, in spirituality of affections, and de-
votedness of heart and life, than such a per-
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suasion as this! It cuts the sinews of all
spiritual activity—withers in the bud the fairest
promises of opening grace—and blights, with
its chilling breath, those aspirations after hea-
venly-mindedness, which at first soared up, as
on wings of flame, ¢o the throne of God, and
of the Lamb. Let but a man once be con-
vinced, that, instead of looking for a perpetual
progress in the divine life, and that, every day,
his love to the” God of his salvation is to
become deeper in its intensity, and more con-
straining in its influence—and his zeal for His
glory more affectionately fervent, and more
practically operative—and his conformity to
His character more fully developed, both in
the inner and the outer man; let him but once
chefish the conviction, that a process, the very
opposite, must be expected to take place ; and
you may predict, with infallible certainty, that
a rapid declension will be speedily exhibited in
every manifestation and movement of his spiri-
tual life. The torpedo-touch of this chilling
conviction will at once benumb every spiritual
energy. Looking on the declension, of which
perhaps he is painfully conscious, more as a
calamity, to be deplored, and acquiesced in,
than as a sin, to be struggled against, and
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overcome, he will not even make an effort to
recover the ground he ha# lost, much less to
gain further progress in his heavenward race.
Wrapping himself up in the mischievous delu-
sion, that this is the regular course of affairs
in the divine administragion, he will sink,
without a struggle, into a state of spiritual
stupefaction, satisfied that he is safe, as to his
everlasting destiny, because he has fled for
refuge from the wrath to come to the out-
stretched arms of a Saviour’s ‘love, and is rest-
ing his hopes of acceptance exclusively on that
Saviour’s righteousness.

Now, what invests this erroneous impression
with such a peculiarly dangerous character is,
that there is a certain admixture of truth,
blended with it, just sufficient to throw round it
an imposing speciousness, calculated to blind
its deluded victim to its true nature and con-
sequences. It must be admitted, that there s
a peculiar fervour and sweetness in the first
love of a young convert, when first he escapes
from the horrors of an awakened conscience,
and experiences the unutterable blessedness of
being at peace with God. When first he is
awakened to a sefse of the vastness of his
debt to a Redeemer’s love, and feels that all
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his hopes of eternal happiness and glory rest
on that Redeemer’s sufferings, and humiliation,
and death, even the death of the cross. When
first he thus enters on a new world, where
every object appears, invested with celestial
beauty and splendour by the smile of a Sa-
viour’s countenance, he does confessedly ex-
perience a fervour of gratitude, an intensity
of enjoyment, arising from the novelty of the
scenes that have been just unfolded to his
view, and the sensations that have been for the
first time kindled in his breast, to which, in
one sense, nothing perhaps in his subsequent
career can be compared. There is something
in the freshness of morning’s early dawn, when
the first rays of the rising sun begin to scatter
the darkness of night, and to pour gladness
and glory all around—when the dew is spark-
ling in its unsullied beauty, on every herb and
flower, and the voice of ¢ earliest birds”
salutes, with their matin-hymns of praise, the
appearance of the glorious orb of light—yes,
there is something in the sweetness of that
hour, surpassing in some respects the en-
joyment, which the fullest splendour of the
noon-tide sun can yield. Now there is some.
thing analogous to this in the morning of man’s
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spiritual life—the early dawn of his spiritual
experience! When the Swen of righteousness
first rises on his soul, with healing on His
wings, scattering the gloom of spiritual dark-
ness, that had so long ogershadowed him, and
pouring all around him an atmosphere of glad-
ness and of glory; and the dews of divine
grace—the refreshing influences of the Holy
Spirit, first descend on him from heaven, in all
their freshness, b‘rightening aud softening every
newly planted spiritual hope, dnd joy, and fruit
of righteousness; and the first songs of grateful
praise—sweeter than ¢ the charm of earliest
birds,” ascend, in that bright morning of the
believer’s spiritual life, before the throne of
God, and of the Lamb—Oh! yes, there is
confessedly a sweetness in all this, so pecaliar
from its novelty, so exquisite from its freshness,
that often will the most consistent and ad-
vanced Christian look back on it, with a
feeling of fond regret—of melancholy pleasure
—while contrasting it with many a lamented
subsequent season of comparative coldness, and
constrained to exclaim, with such sorrow as

only those, who have experienced it, can under-
stand—

s Where is the blessedness I knew
When first I saw th® Lord !"
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But while all this: is fully conceded, as borne
out by the experience of many of the most
devoted and holy servants of the Lord, does
it therefore follow, that the freshness, the
sweetness of the earlipst dawn of the believer’s
spiritual life is to be uniformly succeeded by a
chilling withering bhght passing over all his
spiritual affections and energies, all his divinely
implanted hopes of joys? Might not the ana-
logy of the image, to which we have referred,
teach us a differént, and a far more profitable
lesson? True—the freshness of the morning-
hour does pass away, and, with it, that peculiar
charm, which coatrast with preceding dark-
ness, and the first glow of re-animation, kindled
by the rays of the rising sun in a newly
wakened world, so richly supply! But what
succeeds this hour of loveliness in the kingdom
of nature? Is it not a season of sunshine, of
still brighter splendour, and a still warmer
glow? Does not the light of the morning
shine more and more unto the perfect day?
And, as it advances, is it not, in every step of
its progress, marked by the communication of
fresh blessings, beautifying by its radiance
every object, on which it pours its brightening
beams—gladdening every heart, that is opened to
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receive its exhilarating influences—and ripen-
ing all those fruits, which depend on it for
vitality and growth? And should it not be
even thus in the kingdom of grace? Would
it not be agreeable to thg analogy, which, in so
many instances subsists between this and the
kingdom of nature, to expect, that the dawn of
divine grace in the soul would gradually brigh-
ten into the day of glory, even the perfect day
of matured Christian love, and joy, and holi-
ness—That the Sun of rightéousness would be
found to pour a progressively brighter radiance
of celestial light round the believer's path,
and warmer glow of holy love into his heart,
while advancing towards its meridian splendour
—and that every flower of heavenly origin,
planted in his soul, would expand into its fullest
bloom of beauty, and every fruit of the Spjrit
be ripened into its most ‘'mellowed richness of
flavour, in proportion as they enjoyed more
abundantly, in the course of His beneficent
career, the divine influences of that glorious
Sun.

" And is not this an expectation, warranted
alike by the conclusions of reason, and the
testimony of the Word of God? Is it not
reasonable to - anticipate, that a longer ac-
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quaintance with a Saviour-God would produce
sentiments of deepened veneration, gratitude,
confidingness, and love towards Him? That
further experience, in the progress of the
Christian pilgrimage, of the unchangeable
faithfulness, and unwearying tenderness of this
divine Friend, would draw the heart closer to
Him, in the hallowed bonds of that union,
which death, so far from dissolving, will only
stamp with the seal of heaven—the impress of
immortality ? Ahd that every fresh communi-
cation of His grace, every new proof of His
affectionate sympathy, and watchful care, (and
not a day passes -over the child of God, un-
marked by some new proof of these!) would
only endear ‘the Friend, who sticketh closer
than, a brother,” still more to the believer’s
heart, and thus increase the fervour of his zeal
for that beloved Saviour's glory, and his solici-
tude to promiote it by the unreserved consecra-
tion of all his talents, and of all his time!
Surely it is -not reasonable to calculate on
abated affection, on diminished zeal, on de~
clining delight in communion of heart, and
devotedness of life, as the mnatural results of
longer acquaintance with Him, whose love to
sinpers is as unbounded, as the glory of His
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divine perfections—with Him, who is the foun-
tain of all true felicity, in ebrth or heaven, and
in whose presence angels and archangels find
the fuiness of joy for evermore.

Is it not, on the contsary, most reasonable
to anticipate, that love to the Saviour will con-
tinually advance in the heart, where once it
has been shed abroad by the Holy Ghost; and
that, in proportion as this love to the Saviour
advances in any believer’s heart, hatred of sin,
even in its most subtle and secret form, and
hungering after righteousness, as the very
essence of conformity to His character, and
meetness for the enjoyment df His society and
His service, whether on earth, or in heaven,
will proportionably advance? Does not in-
creased intimacy with a beloved earthly friend,
whose character is the object of our mingled
affection and esteem, produce increasing assi-
milation to whatever is most attractive in that
character ? And why should not the more
intimate and endeared communion, which, as
progressive years of deepened experience of His
love roll on, is enjoyed by His people with the
divine Friend, who so loved them, and laid down
His life for them,®and in whom they behold
every perfection of the divine character, em-
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bodied in a human form, rendering Him indeed
the chief among teh thousand—the altogether
lovely—why should not this be expected to
produce a similar result, so that those, who
supremely love Him; might most reasonably
be expected to become, every day, more and
more like to Him they love? Can any thing
offer a greater outrage to reason than to argue,
that, while earthly friends are only more
endeared to each other, the longer their friend-
ship has subsisted, by the longer experience
of each other’s faithfulness, and tender sym-
pathy in their mutual joys and sorrows, and
while their progréssive intimacy of intercourse
produces progressive assimilation of character,
a result, the very opposite of all this, is to be
calculated upen in the friendship, that sub-
sists between the adorable Redeemer, and His
beloved blood-bought people ?

Why should this be so? Is He, as a friend,
to be less loved—less prized—less confided in,
than the dearest earthly friend ? Is He less
faithful in His friendship—less tender in His
gympathy ? Has He given less convincing de-
monstrations of His love? Is there less in His
character, to attract affeltionate admiration,
and awaken a desire for close congeniality ?
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Does it not seem absurdity, or something worse,
even to ask such questions® Why, then, in the
name of reason, and common sense, not to take
higher ground at present—why should the
opinion be so extensively—so fatally prevalent,
that it is quite to be expegted, as a matter of
course, that the fervour of a young convert’s first
love to the Saviour is to be followed by results,
the very opposite of what invariably take place
in the experience of all true earthly affection?
Would not reason, indeed, if legitimately
consulted, and allowed to give an unbiassed
judgment, pronounce exactly an opposite deci-
sion? Would she not warramt the expectation,
that just as much as the Lord Jesus Christ,
both in the greatness and the manifestations of
His love, and the divine beauty of His charac-
ter, surpasses the most faithful, tender, and
estimable earthly friend, even in that very pro-
portion would years of longer acquaintance with
Him, and increased experience of His loving-
kindness, and closer communion with His Spirit,
produce more abundantly every delightful result,
that follows from the endearing intercourse of
years between the fondest and most faithful of
earthly friends. °*
. And, on the other hand, what, (I would
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again repeat the question, for I would impress
it deeply on every believer’s heart,) what can be
a deeper affront to the Lord Jesus than to say,
that it is quite reasonable to expect, that the
longer you know Him, the less warmly will you
love Him—the less, pleasure will you feel in
holding communion with Him—the less solici-
tude to promote His glory, and the less interest
in whatever concerns Him, and His cause? I
am well aware, that, when the sentiment is
stated in these terms, the soul shrinks back in
shuddering horror from giving it one moment’s
welcome in the heart, where once the love of
Jesus has been shed abroad by the Holy Ghost.
Yet analyze carefully the expectation, so gene-
rally, I fear, cherished, in the professing re-
ligious world, that declension and decay in love
and zeal are to be regarded as the natural
course of events, in the history of the believer’s
spiritual life, and does it not virtually amount to
that very sentiment, which, when explicitly
stated, and thus exhibited in its essential de-
formity, excites such unqualified abhorrence, as .
offering the most revolting insult to a Saviour-
God.

And if, from the deductiohs of right reason,
we turn to the testimony of revelation, on this -
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most: important subject, we shall find a perfect
harmony in their attestation’to the truth of the
sentiment, which we have been endeavouring to
establish; for both alike warrant the opinion,
that the believer's courte, in his Christian
career, should be one of eontinually progres-
sive love, and zeal, and holiness, as well as
increasing comfort, peace, and joy in the
Holy Ghost. Look at the various images, by
which the Christian life is illustrated, in the
Sacred Scriptures; and do they not all imply
the idea of progress, of growth, of a going on
to perfection? To one of the most beautiful of
these images we have already adverted—the
dawn of morning, gradually brightening into
the full splendour of the noontide sun—¢ The
path of the just is as the shining light, which
shineth more and more unto the perfect day.”
What image could more appropriately illustrate
the believer’s continual advancement in divine
light and love, and his perpetual progress in
holiness and happiness? Does it not most
beautifully represent his path as one, on which
the smile of God’s countenance is, every day,
pouring a brighter flood of gladness, and of
glory—while every Christian grace, every lovely
feature of the Christian character, shines out
each day, in clearer manifeStation ?
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Look again at the image of the gradual ripens
ing of the ear of corn—¢ first the blade; then
the ear; after that, the full coﬁi in the ear.”
Does not this convey the same féos of the gra-
dual progress of the work of grace in the hu-
man heart? Doesit not warrant us to expect,
that the believer should each day be making
some advance in the divine life? That the ten-
der blade—the first opening spiritual appre-
hensions and affedtions of the young convert—
should be continually ripening into ¢ the full
corn in the ear”—the matured experience, and
fully developed character, ,of the confirmed
Christian ? What warrant is here for the opi-
nion, that the progressive stages of the believer’s
career in the divine life are to be marked, not
by ihcreasing delight in communion with, and
devotedness to God, his Saviour, but by de-
clension and decay, both in his spiritual expe-
riences and enjoyments ?

Will not the same observation apply to the
images of the grain of mustard-seed, gradually
advancing from the least of all seed to a majes-
tic and wide-spreading tree? And the - soiall
portion of leaven, ‘‘hid in three measures of
medl, till the whole was leavened ?” Could any
#phge, with more propriety or beauty than this

41331:, illustrate the gradual process of .the leaven
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of 'divine grace,.once it is hid in the heart by
the Holy Ghost; working through the whole
system of ﬂm@ht, feeling, temper and dispo-
sition,, $ill. thqéi;rhole is leavened with such an’
admixture-of divine prineiples and affections, as
bears incontestable evidenae that the Spirit of
_Giod has impregnated the entire mass with ﬂb
quickening and sanctifying energies of His life-
giving grace! Does not this similitude fully
justify the bgpe, that when®once, under the
regenerating influence of the Spirit from on
high, the leavening process, by which a soul is
to be niide meet for the service and society of
a holy God, has commenced; it will go on pro-
gressively, bringing the whole man under the
power of the divine principle implanted in his
soul. That every day, the understanding will be
more enlightened with the knowledge of ¢ the
truth, as it is in Jesus, ” in all its constraining
and celestializing influences—and the heart be
more, filled with grateful love to Him who died
for us—and the will be brought into more cor-
dighp.bjecuon to the divine will—and the temper
‘mare sttuned to harmony with the Saviour’s, in
all meekness, and gentleness, and love—and
the character more é&losely conformed to His, in
every lovely feature~and the life more entirely

Q
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devoted to His service, in the consecration of
every talent by which His glory can be ad-
vanced. Can less than this progressive process
come up to the full force of the image, employed
by the Redeemer, to illustrate the influence of
divine grace, carrying on its sanctifying opera-
tions in the soul, till the whole is leavened ?
And where is the least countenance afforded to
the opinion, that the fermenting energy, which
works so powerfully when first introduced into
the soul, is soon to subside—to lose, as it were,
its transforming efficacy—and leave the soul, if
not with a diminished, at leagt without any in-
creased measure of meetness %or heaven, beyond
what it possessed, when first the Holy Spirit hid
the divine leaven in the heart ?

Is-there not the same absence of allusion to
any. anticipation of declension, the same exhibi-
tion of the prospect of increasing zeal, and de-
votedness, and sanctification, as legitimately to
be looked for in the believer’s onward ecourse,
when his spiritual career is illustrated by the.
images of a warfare to be waged—of a race to
be run. -

Are not unabated ardour, unslackened exer-
tion, untiring perseverance, the essential charac-.
teristics of these striking images? Is it enough.
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for the warrior to enter on the field of battle,
with a heart full of glowing®’courage, and a soul
bent on high achievement? And may he
then, when the conflict has commenced, allow
his ardour to be cooled, his energy to sink into
apathy, and the weapons of, his warfare to hang
listlessly at his side ? Will the fervour of his
spirit on entering the field, if thus followed by
listlessness and inactivity, secure to him the
conquest? And may the ‘racer, provided he
commences his career with vi.gour, soon remit
his exertions, and slacken his speed? Will this
setting out well, if succeeded by slothfulness,
secure to him the prize ? O¢ must the warrior
wield his weapons with unflinching courage, and
unfailing constancy, till the conflict is closed—
and the racer strain every nerve, with unabated
energy, till he reach the goal? And can it thgn
be enough for the Christian warrior, or the
Christian racer, to set out well ? to enter, with
high resolve, and glowing zeal, on their field
of conflict—and then, in a little time, to relax
their exertions, and to slacken their speed?
Will this secure the crown of victory? Will
this win the prize of their high calling? Or
must not every energy be unceasingly exerted,
every nerve be unremittingly strained, till death,
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comes to tell the warrior in the Christian con-
flict—* thy warfare is accomplished, and the
crown of victory secured I” and to conduct the
racer in the heavenward course to the wished-
for goal, where he sha]l receive from the hands
of the Almighty Jugdge the prize, for which he
has so strenuously and successfully, because
perseveringly, struggled; and which, with such
self-renouncing humility, and adoring gratitude,
he will delight to.cast down at his beloved Re-
deemer’s feet, acknowledging that he owes it
entirely to His love, as it was His blood that
purchased it for him, and His grace which sup-
plied him with strength and patience, so to run
as to obtain the prize. If these things be so,
what can be more palpably inconsistent with the
design of these images, what more directly at
variance with their spirit, than to represent it as
the natural course of events, in the believer’s
spiritual conflict, that the ardour, with which
he enters upon it, should soon subside, and
sink into comparative coldness—the energy of
his exertions be damped—the spegd with which
he commenced his career be slackened—and
every feature and movement of the divine life,
whether in his inward experience, or outward
walk, exhibit unequivocal symptoms of declen-
sion and decay.  «
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CHAPTER VIIL

RELIGIOUS DECLENSION.

I¥, from the images employed in Scripture, to
illustrate the Christian’s spiritual walk and
warfare, we turn to the delineations, exhorta-
tions, and examples, left on record for our
instruction, we shall find the same characteristic
of the divine life exhibited in them all; even
that of progressive advancement from one stage
of strength and sanctification to another, still
tending towards that perfection, which, thc;ugh
it should be incessantly pursued on earth, will
not be fully attained by the believer, till he
reaches heaven. How beautifully is this set
forth by St. Paul, (2 Cor. iii. 18.) when he is
stating the results of seeing the glory of the
Lord Jesus irist unveiled to the eye of faith,
and declares, ¢ We all, with open face, behold-
ing, as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, are
changed into the same image, from glory tg
glory,’even as by theSpirit of the Lord!” How
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strikingly does this exhibit the believer’s con-
tinual approximati(;n, closer and closer, to the
divine image—every feature of his character
becoming, each day, more clearly the reflection
of the Redeemer’s ; continually passing on from
one degree of spiritual glory to a higher, by a
continually ‘increasing likeness to the Lord, in
all His:moral perfections, accomplished, as such
a divine work alone could be, by the Almighty
power of God the Holy Ghost! How affec-
tionately does he express what alone could
satisfy the ardent desires—the lofty ambition
of his soul, on behalf of his beloved Corin-
thian converts, (é Cor. xiii. 9.) “ We are glad
when we are weak, and ye are strong—and this
also we wish, even your perfection.” Or, as
the same sentiment is more fully expanded in
his first Epistle to the Thessalonians, (iii. 10,
12, 13. v. 23.) ¢ Night and day, praying ex-
ceedingly, that we might see your face, and
might perfect that which is lacking in your faith
—and the Lord make you to incregse and abound
in love toward one another, and toward all men,
even as we do toward you—to the end He may
stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness,
before God, even our Father, at the coming of
our Lord Jesus Chx:ist, with all His saints; and

L »
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the very God of peace sanctify you wholly—and
1 pray God your whole spirit, and soul, and
body, be preserved blameless, unto the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ!” Make you to
increase and abound ih lovex stablish your
hearts wnblameable in hobiness; sanctify you
wholly, spirit, sogl and body. Are these the ex-
pressions of one, who calculated on the love of
his converts to God their Saviour declining and
growing cold; or who could be content with
such a meagre exhibition, such a stinted
growth, in the sanctification of those whom
he loved in Christ, as too often, in the present
day, are displayed even by ‘those, whose claim
to the character and hopes of the Christian we
would feel reluctant to deny! How solemn the
exhortation to his beloved Timothy (1 "Tim.
wvi. 11.) “ Oh! man of God, follow after right-
eousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meek-
ness.” We see here what is to be the constant
attitude of the man of God—not merely resting
on the imputed righteousness of the Redeemer
—(though this be the only foundatian, on which
he is to rest his everlasting hopes,) but, ¢ follow-
ing after righteousness”—making it his continual
aim and pursuit, to attain to the highest degree
of personal righteousness, which can be attained
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on earth! For what purpose, does he tell us,
that* “all Scripture is given by inspiration
of God—and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for corréction, for instruction in righte-
ousness 7

Is it not ‘¢ thato the- man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished; unto all good
works ?” No resting satisfied with the mere
assurance of safety; with a scanty stock of a
Christian’s most’ appropriate furniture—good
works ; with a low standard of personal holi-
ness; but ¢ perfect—thoroughly furnished unto
all good works !”

How does he mourn over the lamentable
condition of many among the Hebrews, (Heb.
v. 12—14.) who had made so litde progress in
the divine life, that they still continued, as it
were, in an infantine state, and were thus ex-
cluded from that exalted enjoyment which would
have been within their reach, from the unfolding
of the deeper and more glorious mysteries of
the Gospel dispensation, had they advanced, as
they ought to have done, in the sanctifying
knowledge of the truths they had been taught !
Hear the apostle’s complaint * for when, for
the hme,/ye ought to be teachers, ye have need
that one teach you again, which be the first



RELIGIOUS DECLENSION, 233

»
principles of the oracles . 6f God; and are
become such as have need of milk, and not.of
strorg meat.” Surely, in this complaint, we
cannot recognize the language of ome, who
knew that even a statiormury pagition, much less
a retrograde movement, was essentially charac-
teristic of the .Christian’s course; after the
subsiding of the warm fervours of his first love,
and zeal, and energy, in entering on his spiritual
career. e

How strikingly does St. Peter describe the
Christian’s course, as a continual progress in
the pursuit of what soever things are lovely, and
of good report. * Beside thi8,” he says, * giving
all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to
virtue know)edge; and to knowledge tempe-
rance; and to temperance patience; and to
patience godliness; and to godliness brotherly
kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity;
for if these things be in you, and abound, they
make you that you shall neither be barren, nor
unfruitful, in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” )

‘Were every child of God thus ceaselessly
employed in adding one Christian grace to an-
other, weaving, as' it were, into the texture of
his character every attractive quality, which
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shone so brightly in the only perfect pattern of
excellence, the divile Redeemer, what a differ-
ent aspect would the religious world wear!
While the loftier virtues of the Christian, if one
may so speak, were¢seen blended with the
softer, and thus the Saviour's image was visibly
reflected in His professing peeple, how would
the world be constrained to feel, that there was
a celestial stamp impressed on Christianity by
the celestial charactér of its devoted followers !
How would the more than earthly excellence of
those who love the Lord, especially when exhi-
bited in those qualities, enumerated by the
apostle, which evet: the world can in some de-
gree understand and appreciate, proclaim the
divine original of the religion they desire to
recommend—and, more eloquently than the most
powerful and persuasive arguments or appeals,
plead in its behalf ; and compel the most preju-
diced, if not to embrace its offers, and enlist in
its service, at least to acknowledge its claims,
and to admit that a system, which so manifestly
moulded the character of its votaries into a hea-
venly cast, must have emanated from a heavenly
source! Yes! if every high-toned professor of
an evangelical creed displayéd in his character
the constellation of Christian graces, which the
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apostle has so beautifully grouped together, the
taunting sneer of the world, now so often
justiy provoked, would be for ever silenced,
“ What do these saints more than others ?” And
even those, who might hot follow their example
would be forced to estéem their excellence,
and feel that the principles they profess must
be indeed divine.

And how earnestly the apostle desired, that
this continued progress, in.sf)iritual attainments,
might be exhibited in the characters and lives of
those, to whom he wrote his epistle, may be in-
ferred from its closing exhortation to them—
“ Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our
Lordgand Saviour, Jesus Christ.” He was not
satisfied with the attainments they had already
made in the divine life. He wished tHem to
advance, further and further, in spirituality of
affections, and devotedness to the service of a
Saviour-God : and he knew, that in ordér to
accomplish this most desirable result, they must
“ grow in grace, and the knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour, Jesus Christ.” As all vital godli-
ness ig at first implanted, and must be after-
wards cherished, in the heart, by the power of
divine grace; and all true holiness emanates
from & sanctifying knowledge of the Lord Jesus
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Christ. And, therefore, growth in grace will
always be accompanted with growth in godli-
ness; and an increase of knowledge of the
Saviour's preciousness with an increase of zeal
for His glory, conformily to His character, and
love to His name. But the most solemn pro-
test, recorded in Scripture, (except one,) against
the erroneous opinion which we have been com-
bating, is to be found in the expostulation, ad-
dressed by the Saviour Himself to the church
of Ephesus. (Rev.ii. 4.) He had just borne
the most favourable testimony to the patience,
and labours, and faithfulness of that church.
“I know,” He says, *thy works, and thy
labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst
not bear them that are evil ; and thou hast tried
them, “which say they are apostles and are not,
and hast found them liars—and hast borne, and
hast patience, and for my name's sake hast
laboured, and hast not fainted!” Now, after
such a commendation as this, from such a source,
what an emphasis of importance is stamped on
the reproof, which immediately succeeds—*¢ Ne-
vertheless,” notwithstanding all thy patience, and
uncompromising faithfulness, and untiring la-
bours, * I have somewhat against thee "’ some-
what, for which, notwithstanding all these, 1
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cannot refrain from addressing you in the ac-
cents of severe rebuke! e But what can it Be,
for which such a church is rebuked by the Son
of God? Let every declining believer read,
and tremble—¢¢ because gthou hast left thy first
love.” .

And is there any reason to suppose, that the
Saviour regarded this leaving of their first love,
which must mean, as the context clearly proves,
not desertion, but decleasjon—not abandon-
ment, but abatement of their first love, as so
much the natural course of events, in the history
of their spiritual experience, that it called
for no strongly marked displeasure, no severe
reprehension, on His part? Oh! what a fear-
ful andwer to this question is supplied by those
alarming words, which are invested with ten
thousand fold terrors by the consideration, , that
they were uttered by Him, whose nature and
whose name is love |- Remember therefore,”
He says, from whence thou art fallen, and
repent, and do the first works; or else I will
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy
candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.”

Now surely every professing Christian, who
clings to a hope of salvation, resting professedly
on the Redeemer’s imputed rightcousness, and
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at the same time is Eonscious to himself of a
sensible decline in tht affectionate fervour, and
practical influence of the love, and zeal, and
energy, with which he commenced his Christian
course, ought to meditate deeply on the import,
of these awful words] And instead of recon-
ciling himself to his state of declension, under
a false impression, that it is exactly what he
had reason to anticipate, as soon as the effer-
vescence of his ardent feelings should subside,
excited as they were, in the commencement of
his career, by the novelty of the scenes and sen-
sations with which he was conversant, when he
experienced all the ssweetness of his first love
to the Saviour—should not this awful admoni-
tion, coming from the lips of Him, who assur-
edly will make every, compassionate allowance
for the infirmities of Ilis faithful people, and
who knows, witi infallible certainty, how far
any declension in the fervour of the first love
of His true followers may be traced to any ex-
cusable source; should not, I say, such an
admonition, coming from such lips, startle all
declining Christians out of their dangerous
slumber of false security into the awakened
solicitude of godly fear; and stir them up teo
searching, prayerful self-examination, why they.
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have left their first love-—why they have lost
that warmth of affection,®that glow of zeal;
that energy of exertion, with which they set
out on their heavenward course. Ought it not
to call on them, loudly and persuasively, to
repent with deep humiliatiqn, and contrite sor-
row ; and to seek, by divine grace, to recover
their lost ground, and never to rest satisfied
till every Christian grace revives, and the lamp
of faith and love burns twen more brightly
than before. ’

I observed that the warning to the Ephesian
church was the most solemn protest in Serip-
ture, against the guilt and danger of a decliting
state in religion, ercept one. For there is a yet
more alarming declaration of the Redeemer’s,.
on this subject, which ought assuredly to speak
trumpet-tongued to all, who are conscious of
declining in their Christian course. This declen-
sion, however small at first, must either be ar-
rested in its progress, or it will inevitably ad-
vance, through the various stages of lukewarm-
ness, indifference, coldness, and backsliding,
towards open apostacy. Now just consider, I
would say to the declining Christian, what arc
the feelings, with which the Saviour has told us,
that ‘He regards one of His professing people,.
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when advanced in thi§ downward career 3s far
as a state of lukewarmness, to which declension
surely, and, in most cases, rapidly tends. Oh!
weigh well those tremendously awful words,
(enough, one would think, to strike terror into
the most secure self-satisfied professor, who has
sunk into a lukewarm state, and to force from
him the most earnest prayers, that the Holy
Spirit would kindle in his soul the flame of
divine love and zezl,) those fearful words, per-
haps the most severe the Saviour ever uttered,
addressed to the Laodicean church, *“ I know
thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot :
1 would thou wert kot or cold! So then, becausé
thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, 7
will spue thee out of My mouth.”

These are words, on which one is almost
afraid to comment, lest their own intrinsic force
should be weakened by the attempt to impress
more deeply their appalling import! For when
we reflect, by whom they have been pronounced,
what human comment can add any thing to-the
terrific power of that wish, I would thou
wert cold or hot!"—and that threatening, * I
will spue thee out of my mouth.” How could
even the Son of God Himself, with all conceiv-
able resources of language and imagery at His
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command, have adopted. s%ronger or more start-
ling, to convey the impredsion, that a state of
lukewarmness in religion, (and to this, be it
ever remembered, a state of declension uniform-
ly tends,) is regarded by Him with feelings of
peculiar contempt and abhgrrence, and, if per-
severed in, must issue in final and everlasting
exclusion from His presence.

It may be well, however, to endeavour to
analyze the reasons, as far’as we can presume
to conjecture them, why a lukewarm state is so
peculiarly offensive to the Son of God; as, the
more clearly we perceive its exceeding hateful-
ness in His sight, we shall bxe led to watch more
anxiously, (if we have indeed tasted that the
Lord is gracious, and have been taught
to know, by our own sweet experience, therines-
timable preciousness of His love and His sglva-
tion,) lest a chilling blight come over our spiri-
tual feelings, affections, and energies; and thus,
we shall be enabled to detect, and by divine
grace arrest, the first symptoms of declension,
alarmed by their tendency towards that luke-
warmness, which called forth language of such
fearful indignation and threatening from the
Saviour’s lips.

The reason, perhaps, why this state excites,
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in so especial a manner, His, deepest disgust
and hatred, is because it pours such especial
contempt on Himself, and all the manifestations
of His love to sinners! Such a state, in a
professing Christian, aeems to say—I have
carefully weighed the Saviour’s claims on my
heart and my life. I have maturely considered
all He has done, and suffered for my sake. I
have meditated on Gethsemane and- Calvary,
and the exhibition, of His love for me, which
He there displayed! And after the fullest
investigation of His claims, I have come to the
conclusion, that He is entitled orly to the scant
measure of gratitude and devotedness, which I
mete out to Him! I do not feel that He de-
serves from me warmer love, or more fervent
zeal, ~or more energetic efforts to advance His
glory! This lukewarm state of feeling towards
Him ought fully to satisfy Him! It is «ll He
has a right to look for at my hands.

Now, surely, when we reflect wko the Sa-
viour is, and what He has done, in manifestation
of His love for sinners, we cannot wonder, that
such a state of feeling should be regarded by
Him as offering Him the most studied and sting-
ing affront, and must therefore provoke His
peculiar indignation, It breathes the spirit of
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such cool contempt towards Him—insults, with
such a deliberate, calculdting, self-complacent
insolence of ingratitude, both His infinite ma-
jesty, and His unbounded loving-kindness—
estimates His worth at such a Judas-like valu-
ation—and thus contains,within itself all the
elements of that state of heart, which 1s even,
in one sense, worse than diabolical, because
even devils themselves are incapable of affront-
ing, by such monstrous ingratitude and insult,
a Saviour's love !

Surely, then, if it be the direct tendency of
all spiritual declension to advance, by a progress
more or less accelerated, to¥ards this appalling
condition, nothing more can be required than
this single consideration, to open the eyes of
every child of God to a full conviction of its
guilt and danger, and to stimulate thene to
watch over their spiritual state with a godly
jealousy ; and, on the very first appearance of
declension in the warmth, and influential energy
of their love to the Saviour—their affectionate
solicitude to promote His glory, and their stre-
nuous exertions, in the use of all the divinely
appointed means of grace, to arrive at the high-
est measure of personal holiness which is attain-
able on earth, to take the alarm, as knowing
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that a work has commenced, which, if not at
once checked, will sbon cffect the destruction
at least of all their spiritual strength, and joy,
and comfort! Should they not be constrained
to pray most fervently,othat the Holy Spirit, by
His renovating power, would ¢ strengthen the
things that remain, and are ready tv die”—
would rekindle, by His divine breath, the almost
expiring flame—and infuse new life and vigour
into the exhausted bpiritual system, till every
symptom of declension is removed, and the
spiritual pulse again beats with the full throb of
recruited strength, and the glow of re-animation
flushes over the whtole spiritual frame, proclaim-
ing that the Son of God is again enthroned in
the heart, in rightful supremacy, and the Spirit
of God is again shedding abroad all His enlight-
ening, sanctifying, and comforting influences in
the soul—breathing around it the atmosphere,
and imparting to it the antepast of heaven !
And not only should the child of God be thus
watchful to arrest, at its first appearance, that
gangrene of the soul, which, if allowed to
spread, will soon poison all the springs of spiri-
tual strength and joy, and produce all the alarm-
ing symptoms of threateniny mortification, but
he should never rest satisfied, till he finds his
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own spiritual experience realizing the full force
of the beautiful scriptural images, to which we
have before adverted; and is conscious of a
continual progress in the divine life. So that
each day he feels that he loves a Saviour-God
more warmly, confides in ¥flim more cordially,
rejoices in Him more deeply, communes with
Him more devoutly, serves Him more faithfully,
and resembles Him more closely, than the day
before—and thus feels that hé is, each day, both
nearer the possession, and more meet for the
enjoyment, of the happiness of heaven !

And if, from the apostolu, exhortatlons we
turn to the apostolic example, what a beautiful
harmony shall we find subsisting between them !
Let uslook to the writings of that apostle, who
has thrown open his heart’s inmost recesses to
our view, in his epistles to his beloved converts,
and there left on record a faithful transcript of
his spiritual experience! And what a stamp of
gincerity shall we there see impressed, by his
own authority, on all his fervent appeals to those
whom he loved in Christ, conjuring them, by
every endearing motive which the constraining
love of Christ could supply, with unreserved
devotedness to love Him, who died for them;
and with unwearied perseverance to follow after
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that holiness, without which no man shall see
the Lord! How pov"verfully did he enforce by
his example, what he so earnestly recommended
by his exhortations! Was /e content with the
assurance of his acceptdnce in the Beloved, and
the conviction, that ‘“neither death nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature, should be able to
separate him from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus, our Lord?” Did this feeling of
security lull Aim into a state of spiritual stupe-
faction? And because he rested his hopes of
salvation exclusively on his Redeemer’s imputed
righteousness, did he therefore, relax in his ex-
ertions to promote that Redeemer’s glory ?
Did 4is love to Him, who had bought him with
His blood, wax cold, or his zeal decline, or his
ardour in the pursuit of holiness abate, because
he looked on heaven as secured to him, by his
beloved Saviour’s obedience to all the require-
ments of the divine law, in the character of his
Substitute and Surety—an obedience unto
death, even the death of the cross? Was this
declension in love, and zeal, and devotedness,
the result which ke felt to emanate from his
simple, undivided dependence on his divine
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Redeemer’s infinitely meritorious sufferings and
righteousness ?

Let the memorable record of his experience,
which he has bequeathed to us, as a precious
legacy, in his epistle to ‘his beloved Philippians,
(iii. 12—14.) supply the amswer to these ques-
tions, and testify, on the apostle’s behalf, how
faithfully he practised what he preached: ¢ Not
as though I bad already attained, either were
already perfect, but I follow fter, if that I inay
apprehend that for which also I am apprehended
of Christ Jesus. DBrethren, I count not myself
to have apprehended ; but this one thing I do—
forgetting those things which are behind, ‘and
reaching forth unto those things which are
before—I press toward the mark, for the prize
of the high calling of God, in Christ Jesus !”
When we attempt to unfold the depths of *spi-
ritual experience, which lie hid in the appa-
rently simple statement of these verses, what a
wonderful range of glorious objects of contem-
plation is presented to our view! Does not the
apostle’s language expressively intimate, that
he had raised the lofty ambition of his soul, (if
one may so speak,) to the height of absolute
perfection, in conformity to God's will and
character, as far as this is attainable by a
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created being! And that nothing short of this
could satisfy the aspirings of his spirit, which
panted after a purity as unsullied by sin, as the
soul of the Redeemer Himself! Yes; entire
devotedness to God’s’service—entire renewal
in God’s image: this—this was the prize of his
high calling in Christ Jesus, for whose attain-
ment he strained every nerve, and struggled
onward, with a continually increasing cnergy of
exertion, which could be but feebly imaged
by the most arduous efforts of the combatants,
in the celebrated Grecian games. In this race
towards perfection, he never allowed himself
to be diverted by ‘any interfering object. He
never paused, to look back on the ground he
had passed over ; but still—forgetting the things
that were behind, he pressed onward; his eye
incéssantly fixed, with straining glance, on the
distant goal, where glittered—held forth in the
hands of Him, who had purchased it for him
with His own blood—the prize of his high
calling, even the crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous Judge, was to give Him
in the day of his appearing! No attainments in
sanctification, however exalted ; no progress in
leve, or zeal, or devotedness to his adored
Redeemer, however advanced; could satisfy his
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ardent longings to be altogether ‘“ome with
Christ”—entirely absorbed in Him, conformed to
Him, consecrated to Him, identified with Him |

Yes, he indeed forgot the things that were
behind. * Onward” was®still the animating cry,
that stimulated him to rum, with unslackened
speed, ¢ the race set before him.” He felt like
the conqueror of old, who thought that nothing
was done, while any thing remained to do!
While a single sinful feeling® stirred within his
soul—while even a single sinful imagination past
across his spirit—while a single sinner remained,
whom he could hope to turn from death to life—
or a single saint, whom he could help to sandtify
or cheer, he felt that his warfare was not accom-
plished, or his work complete. That he must
still wield the weapons of that warfare,’ with
unremitting energy, and persevere ih his labeurs
of love, in his Saviour’s cause, till death should
terminate the conflict in complete and ever-
lasting victory over sin, and perfect conformity
to the image of a holy God ; and he could say,
with his Divine Master, ‘I have glorified Thee
on the earth, I have finished the work which
Thou gavest me to do.” For this, and nothing
less than this, he *knew that Christ Jesus had
apprehended, had laid held of him—arrested
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him, in his mad career, on the way to Damas-
cus—and turned his feet into the paths of
peace: and therefore, he followed after this
perfect devotedness and conformity to God,
that thus he might apprehend—Ilay hold on that
glorious object, forewhich he had himself been
apprehended by the Lord!

If all who profess, with the apostle, to desire
not to have their own righteousness, as the
ground of their trust, but the righteousness of
God, their Saviour, appropriated by a living
faith, were equally desirous, with the apostle,
to walk faithfully in that Saviour’s footsteps,
livé devotedly to His glory, and be conformed
closely to His character, what a blessed change
would soon be visible in the aspect of the pro-
fessing church in our day! Yea! and even
were all, wh8 really love the Lord Jesus Christ
in sincerity and truth, as solicitous as St. Paul
to attain to the highest standard of holiness,
which a soul, renewed by divine grace, can
reach, through the sanctifying power of God,
the Holy Ghost, and as energetic and unre-
mitting in its pursuit, what a halo of divine
glory would soon be seen enclrclmg the Church
of Christ !

Oh! that the Holy Spirit would, for this
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purpose, pour out His divine influences, in
showers of spiritual blessings from above ; and
that all, who love the Lord, would unite, fre-
quently and fervently, in prayer for such an
outpouring.” Oh! that “He would kindle in
every Chnistian’s breast 4his unquenchable
love of Christ, this inextinguishable thirst.
after holiness, this concentration of every
energy and affection on the advancement of a
Saviour’s cause—and the imitation of His ex-
ample! Then, indeed, would we feel warranted
to address to .the church the animating lan-
guage of the prophet, and to say, * Arise! shine,
for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord
is risen upon thee!” Most earnestly, then,
would I entreat of every child of God, into
whose hands this little work may comée, to
follow the example of St. Paul, in s continual
pressing onward towards perfect holiness, and.
perfect devotedness, as the prize of his high
calling in Christ Jesus. Let all, whose eyes
have been opened by the enlightening influences
of the Blessed Spirit, to perceive and admire .
the divine beauty of holiness, adopt his motto
for their own—*¢ this one thing Ido!” Let them
be, as the apostle ‘was, characterised by this .
distinguishing mark—as having but one aim,
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living but for one purpose, even to glorify a
Saviour-God by thé most entire devotedness to
His service, and conformity to His character,
which the Spirit of God has ever enabled the
most faithful of His' servants to accomplish
upon earth !

Let them not rest satisfied with the feeling
of safety—as being sheltered beneath the sha-
dow of the Saviour’s cross, and the folds of the
robe of his righteousness, from the wrath to
come ; although in this feeling of safety there
be a blessedness, beyond what the tongue of
men or angels could describe; and the righte-
ousness of the Redeemer does indeed entitle
all, to whom it is imputed, to expect an alto-
gether exceeding and eternal weight of glory.
Let' them not, however, regard this sense of
aceeptance—this assurance of final and eternal
glory, as the ultimatum of their desires' and
expectations; but rather as the starting-point,
from which, with hearts overflowing with grate-
ful love to the God of their salvation, they are
to commence a career of Christian zeal, and
Christian holiness, in which they are every day
to advance, with continually increasing speed—
kindling into warmer and more constraining
love—and rejoicing with deeper and more hal-
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lowed joy—and brightening into a clearer and
closer resemblance to the Redeemer’s image—
and cherishing a more confiding and endearing
spirit of communion with Him—and labouring
to promote His glory with a more affectionate
and absorbing zeal, as each day rolls en. Be-
cause each day has deepened their debt of
gratitude to their Redeemer’s love, by frebh
manifestations of His amazing kindness towards
them—fresh experiences of the tenderness of
His sympathy, the watchfulness of His care,
and the overflowing liberality, with which He
pours out upon them all the spiritual blessings,
all the riches of grace and glory, which, in the
days of his flesh, He purchased for them with
His infinitely precious blood; and which now,
in the day of His exaltation to the right hand
of the majesty on high, Ile delights to procure
for them, by His all-prevailing mediation! And,
oh, what blessings are too great, too glorious
for them to expect, when He, God’s own and
only Son, as their Advocate with the Father,
pleads on their behalf, that they may obtain
what He as their Surety, bought for them with
His blood, upon the cross.
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CHAPTER VIIL

THE INFLUENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

I wouLp now proceed, according to the pro-
posed plan, to suggest some hints, to assist a’
sincere and humble Christian in his endeavours
to attain to such a standard of devotedness and
holiness, as I have shown to be the scriptural
ont, exhibited in ‘the Saviour’s character, and
enforced alike by apostolic exhortation, and
apostolic 8xample.

Were I, then, addressing myself to one, who
loved the Lord Jesus in sincerity and truth,
and felt, while confiding exclusively in His
divine righteousness, that every motive of gra-
titude, which could influence a renewed heart,
called on him to glorify his beloved Saviour by
the exhibition of that conformity to His cha-
racter, which, more powerfully than the most
persuasive eloquence, recommends the Gospel
to those that are as yet strangers to its spirit,
and ignorant of its power, to that individual I
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would affectionately offer a few suggestions,
which I would earnestly pray that the Holy
Spirit may vouchsafe to accompany with His
blessing.

Keep continually before your mind, (com-
bined with that desire to ,glorify the God of
your salvation, which should ever be your para-
mount motive,) the powerful incentives which
should stimulate you to the most ardent and
energetic exertions, in the’ pursuit of perfect
holiness ! .

Remember that to make you holy, even as
God is holy, is the very object which the ever-
lasting Father had in view, in choosing you-as
a vessel of mercy, and adopting you into His
family of grace—the very object, for whose
advancement the everlasting Son stooped to
such amazing humiliation, and submitted ,to
such inconceivable agonies, and such an appal-
ling death, on your behalf—the very object
which the Holy Spirit desires to promote, by
all the enlightening, sanctifying, and comforting
influences, which He pours into your soul.
Yes! the Father chose you—the Son died for
you—the Spirit abides with you—for the very
purpose of renewing you in the divine image,
and thus making you meet for the enjoyment of
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" an inheritance among the saints in light, in the
presence of the Lofd of saints. '

Yes! dear Christian friend, God wishes you
to be happy! He has given you the strongest
"possible proof of this, evhich even He, Almighty
as H&»mg? could giye, for He spared not His
own Som ; and what proof of His love, greater
than this, could even He give, than to give His
own Son—one with Himself from eternity—to
give Him for yowr sake, as a propitiation for
your sins, to death—the accursed death of the
cross !

And, Christian, because God loves you so
well as not even té have withheld His own well-
beloved Son, but to have delivered Him up for
you to th& death of the cross, and because He
desifes your happiness, with an earnestness of
affectionate solicitude, of which the tenderest
earthly father’s fondest love is but the very
faintest emblem, thercfore has He determined
to make you a partaker of His own holiness,
since it is thus, and thus alone, that He can
make you a partaker of His own happiness!
Keep it, therefore, continually fixed in your
mind and memory, that reliance on the Re-
degumer’s righteousness is Gesigned by Him to
be:the most powerful means of advancing your
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progress in holiness ; and also that every step of
advance int holiness, which through the power
of the Holy Spirit, you are enabled to gain, is an
additional approximation towards the blessedness
of God Himself. That He has so settled the
constitution of His morgl governmgnt on a
basis, as unchangeable as His own perféctions,
that it is actually impossible for you to become
holier, without this involving a sweet necessity
of your thereby becoming® proportionably hap-
pier. And that, if you desire, during your
pilgrimage on earth, to acquire an advanced
meetness for, or to enjoy an abundant foretaste
of, the perfect felicity of heaven, where, seeing
a Saviour-God as He is, face to face, you shall
be like Him, pure as He is pure, atd holy as
He is holy, having this hope in Him, yot will
now ¢ purify yourself from all filthiness of .the
flesh and of the spirit, perfecting holiness, in
the fear of God!”

Surely this is a most powerful stimulant, to
rouse your every faculty to the most strenuous
exertions, in the pursuit of that holiness, by
which you thus become a participator in what
constitutes the essential blessedness of God’s
nature, and the essential element of heaven's
hap'p"iness. For what can stimulate you to run,
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with united patience and ardour, the race set
before you in the Géspel, if not the conviction,
that by every advance you make in sanctifica-
tion, you are more closely assimilated to the
divine character ; and «drink deeper of the feli-
city of that Fountaip, from which archangels,
and the spirits of the just made perfect, drink
the fulness of joy for evermore.

Or are you desirous of true glory? Do you
feel within you the stirrings of an immortal
spirit, that would grasp at something more ex-
alted and capacious, than any thing created can
supply ? Here, here is an object, vast enough
to £ll the capacities—sublime enough to gratify
the aspirations, of a soul, designed to find its
satisfying rest and portion only in the infinite
God.

Is not likeness to God, in that which consti-
tutes the very essence of His glory—oh! is not
this the highest glory, to which any created
being can aspire. And should not holiness,
therefore, be the object of your most ardent de-
sires, your most unwearied pursuit? Could
the highest archangel before the throne covet
an honour, more suited to the most exalted and
enlarged capacities of his immortal mind, than
to be like the ever-blessed God, in that very
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point, in which it is your glorious  privilege
to be made like Him—even His immaculate
holiness? * Such honour have all His saints,”
—not indeed in such a measure, while taber-
nacling in the flesh, as shey will possess, when,
emancipated from the body of sin and corrup-
tion, their disenthralled spirits bid an everlasting
farewell not only to sin, but even to a single
struggle against the temptation to sin, through-
out the countless ages of @ perfectly holy, and
therefore, a perfectly happy eternity! But
still, even here below, the child of God, whe
is so enamoured of the divine beauty of holi-
ness, that the possession of this lovely object
of his heart’s fondest affections, is indispensable
for his happiness, and who faithfully and perse-
veringly uses all the means, which God has
Himself appointed, and which He may, there-
fore, be most confidently expected to bless, for
the attainment of this object, he will, assuredly,
arrive at such heights in holiness—such an
abundant measure of the honour, emanating
from likeness to God in those moral perfections,
that constitute the essential glory of His
divine character, as will open, as it were, a
beaven within his® soul—encircle him with a
halo of celestial splendour, and thus most fully
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exhibit the truth of that gracious promise of
Jehoval’'s—¢¢ Those: that honour Me, I will
honour !”

Yes, dear Christian friend, honour God by
the faithful improvement of every talent—the
persevering putting forth of every effort, for the
attainment of perfect holiness! Prove to God,
that you are sincere in your professed desire to
be holy, even as He is holy—and He will
honour you, by bestowing on you such supplies
of the strengthening and sanctifying influences
of the Holy Spirit, as will enable you to carry
on your spiritual warfare, triumphantly! To
gain, every day, sone fresh victory over sin and
Satan; to advance, by a continual approxima-
tion, still nearer to the divine pattern of all
excellence ; to feel His love more powerfully
constraining every inward affection of your
heart, and every outward movement of your
life, to an unreserved surrender—an entire
devotedness to His happy service ; and, by
drinking more deeply into His Spirit, and being
modelled more closely after His image—to
enjoy more and more of that honour, which
God alone can give, and which is the very
highest even He Himself can bestow !

Now, in seeking to attain this object, I know
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of no rule of more vital importance than the
following—to combine the most unqualified
dependence on the power of God, the Holy
Ghost, for every step of progress you hope to
make in the divine life; with the most unre-
mitting exertion of all you? own faculties, and
the most diligent use of all the divinely ap-
pointed means of grace.

In fact, you ought to trust in the Omnipotent
influences of the Holy Spi;'if. as entirely, as if
you were not called upon to make a single effort
of your own—and you ought to exert every
faculty, and use evergt means, as energetically,
as if all depended exclusi:rely on your own
exertions. It is this union of simple depen-
dence with hearty exertion—this honest putting
forth of your own strength, (albeit it may, in one
sense, be justly designated very helplessness,)
while you rely undividedly on the imparted
strength which the Holy Spirit can alone sup-
ply, which will ensure to you abundant success
in your struggles against your besetting sin, and
your pursuit of perfect and universal holiness.
The one honours God, by the confession of
your utter impotence; and the other, by the
display of your cordial sincerity.

To indulge in indolence, under the plausible
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plea of leaving all the work of your sanctifica -
tion to the Holy Spmt, that the glory of the
work, as well as the power put forth in its
performance, may undmdedly be His, is gross
hypocrisy, or deplorable self-delusion. To
engage in the work‘with energy and zeal, but
without feeling your need of divine strength,
and imploring and leaning upon divine assis-
tance, is as gross presumption, as deplorable
self-ignorance. )

But he, who, (while he feels and acknowledges
his own helplessness, and therefore seeks, in
earnest prayer, the influences of that blessed
Spirit, ¢ without* whom nothing is strong,
nothing is holy,”) stamps, at the same time,
sincerity on Lis supplications, by the honest and
faithful employment of every means, which rea-
son® and revelation combine to point out, as
calculated to conduce towards the attainment of
the object, which he professes so earnestly to
desire, that man will assuredly go on in his
Christian career, conquering, and to conquer,
every enerny that opposes his spiritual progress.

Nothing short of this hearty, energetic sys-
tem of exertion, combined with the most im-
plieit dependence on the divine power of the
Hadly Spirit, will either prove your sincerity, or
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ensure your success, in your professed desire to
be conformed to the image.of the Son of God!
By (he very constitution of our nature, as ori-
ginally established by its divine Author, (and all
the arrangements of the Gospel-scheme harmo-
nise therewith,) what we wupremely value and
desire to possess, we will exert every faculty,
and employ every means within our reach, to
secure! Look, in confirmation of the truth of
this assertion, to the vot.af,ies of wealth, of
honour, or of worldly happiuess in its purest
form—the happiness of hearts, which earthly
love has blended into one. Look at the miser !
With what unwearied exertion does he adopt
every means, by which he can hope to obtain
the object of his idolatry! With what sleepless
vigilance does he watch over his accumulated
treasures! ILook atthe ambitiousman! What
obstacles will he not surmount, what energies
will he not put forth, what path of difficulty or
danger will he shrink from pursuing, in his
eagerness to climb to that height of human
glory, which appears to his dazzled eyes as the
very pinnacle of human happiness! Or look at
the idolater in earthly affection. With what
patience, with what ardour, will he strain every
nerve, to triumph over the impediments which
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threaten to defeat, or even to delay, the accom-
plishment of those hopes of happiness, which
he has twined around the endearing visions of
earthly love! Oh! well may it be said, that
“ the children of this world are, in their genera-
tion, wiser than the ehildren of light I” Chris-
tian, should not these examples stimulate you
to put forth, at least, as much energy of exer-
tion, as much persevering patience, in triumph-
ing over every obptacle that may hinder, and
employing every gesource that may promote
your success, in your efforts to attain the object
of your supreme affections—of your exalted ambi-
tion'! For, oh! is'it not an object, infinitely
more worthy of all the zeal and energy, that
can be expenffed on its behalf, than all the
gold that ever miser dreamt of, or all the glory
that‘ever ambition aspired after, or all the hap-
piness that the tenderest earthly love ever
poured into the human heart ?

What, oh! what, are all the riches of the
earth compared with the * unsearchable riches
of Christ?” What is all the glory of the world,
compared with “the crown of glory, which fadeth
not away ?” What is all the happiness of earthly
love, compared with the happmess that flows
from the love of a Saviour-God, shed abroad in
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the heart by the Holy Ghest ;,with the fulness
of joy, in His presence in heaven; or with the
foretaste of that fulness, which conformity to
His will and character even on earth supplies ?

Besides, believer, yBu have an additional
encouragement to stimulateyou, in pressing for-
ward to gain the prize of your high calling,
beyond what the votaries of this world can
boast—the certainty of success in the pursuit,
and perpetuity in the posséssion !

The best concerted speculggions of the miser
may fail, or thieves may break through his
guarded house, and steal his piled-up treasures,
and in a moment rob him of the accumuldted
wealth of years. The most -promising pros-
pects of the ambitious man may be disappointed ;
and in the very moment when he feels mosf con-
fident of success, a more fortunate rival may
wrest from his hands the glittering prize, which
he had just grasped, and leavé him to mourn,
in all the bitterness of despair, over his blighted
hopes ; for, in the struggles of earthly competi-
tion, ¢ the race is not always to the swift, nor
the battle to the strong.” And, oh! how many
unforeseen calamities may arise to embitter—
how many unexpetted contingencies occur to
dash from the lips, the draught of earthly bliss,
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even when flowing from its purest source—the
fountaim of domestic love! And even if these
things should not be so, either death or the Sonof
Man must come, ere long, to tear away the miser
from his beloved gold—the ambitious man from
his pinnacle of glory-:the idolater of earthly love
from his happy home. And then, what doth it
profit them to have enjoyed, for a few years,
(were even the enjoyment unalloyed and satisfy-
ing: and it is far, ;ndeed, from this I) what they
must then give ug for ever, and receive in ex-
change an cternity of inconceivable agony,
shame, and despair !

Now, Christian, contrast with this the object
of your pursuit—even the highest degree of
sanctification, which the Holy Spirit, if faith-
fully Yollowed, will enable you to attain. You
are sure of success, for you are engaged in a
pursuit, in which you have the faithfulness of
God pledged, and the omnipotence of God pro-
mised and put forth, to secure to you that suc-
cess! Yes; you know that in seeking to be holy,
you are complying with the will of God—*¢ for
thiz is the will of God, concerning you, even
your sanctification.” You are certain, therefore,
that you have God--even the Lord God Al-
mighty—on your side: you have the adorable
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Trinity interested in your success, and all the
divine perfections enlisted 'on your behalf. No
matter then how many, or how mighty, may be
your enemies—no matter how formidable the
difficulties, or how fierc® the conflict, with which
you have to contend—must you not feel assured
of victory when you are fighting under the ban-
ners of God the Father, God the Son, and God
the Holy Ghost !

Oh! it must assuredly’ be a most animating
consideration, to reflect, thas where holiness is
the object of your affections and pursuit, you
cannot be too covetous—too ambitious——too*
eager in grasping the most accumulated trea-
sures of this spiritual wealth—too aspiring in
seeking to climb to the highest pinnacle of that
glory, which conformity to the character &f God
confers. Enlarge, then, your desircs after the
entire renewal of your nature in the divine
image, to the very uttermost extent! Raise
your aspirations after perfect holiness to the
very highest pitch. And still you may feel sa-
tisfied, that God, so far from being displeased
at such covetousness, or such ambition, spiles
on: them with approving complacency, and will
delight to crown’ your ardent desires, your
lofty aspirations, with most abundant success!
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See then, Christian wamor, what glorious pros-
pects are here unfolded to your view! To
think that you are engaged in a conflict, in which
you are assured of final victory ; that the Cap-
tain, under whose batiners you fight, is Al-
mighty, and leads or all his faithful soldiers,
“ conquering and to conquer;” that all the
principalities and powers of heaven—a glorious
cloud of witnesses—are the constant spectators
of the combat, waching its every alternation
with intense interest ; attending continually on
you, as ministering spirits; disgharging with
* benevolent delight, their appointed offices of
celestial love ; and rejoicing, with most disinte-
rested and generous joy, in every conquest you
gain, every step of progress yon advance, in
your spiritual course! Yes, Christian, you are
embarked in a cause, so identified with the glory
of God, our Saviour, that you can feel assured
that your success must give Him joy, as ena-
bling Him to see of the travail of His soul, and
be satisfied! While every additional triumph
you obtain spreads increased joy throughout
heaven—for if there be joy, in the presence of
the angels of God, over one sinner that repent-
eth, assuredly there must afso be joy among
those blessed and benignant spirits over every
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child of God, who is waly .chfully in a
Saviour’s footsteps, and 'y, . .ng coutinually
in a Saviour’s smile! Yes; a Christian, grow-
ing in grace, victorious over the enemies of
his soul, is a sight, that must diffuse a glow
of holy gladness through those heavenly hier-
archies, who 'witness the combat with such
benevolent interest, and are prepared to wel-
come the conqueror with such affectionate gra-
tulations!  Christian, are not these, indeed,
animating reflections, to stimulate and encourage
you in following after that holiness, which is,
as we have ‘seen, the very atmosphere of
heaven—the very essence ¢f its pure and per-
fect bliss! Be fervent, then: be unwearied
in your pursuit !

But ever, while engaged in that pursuit, keep
in your constant recollection, that in the work
of your sanctification, as well as in your justi-
fication, the Holy Spirit testifies of Christ, and
glorifies Christ, as all in all! Yes, it is the
righteousness of Christ, on which you are ex-
clusively to trust, from first'to last, for accept-
ance with God, and eternal glory; and it is
altogether essential to your walking acceptably
and comfortably with your covenant God, in the
path of holiness, that you keep this truth con-
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tinually imp. on your heart, that you may
abidingly cheris a fiial spirit, humbly assured
of your heavenly Father’s love. It is the meri-
torious sufferings, and all-prevailing intercession
of Christ, to which you ¢re indebted, for the in-
dwelling of that blessed Spirit, who has taken
up His abode in your heart, to renew you in the
image of the holy God. Itis the cross of Christ,
from which you are to draw the most affecting
considerations, to inspire you with the abhor-
rence of sin, the love of holiness, and the most
grateful solicitude to abound in the work of the
Lord, and consecrate every talent you possess,
yea! every momem of your time, to the ad-
vancement of His glory ; feeling, thatto be in-
strumental in glorifying Him, who died for you,
is noi merely your bounden duty, (for He has
a right, as your Creator, and still more endear-
ingly as your Redeemer, to the entire devoted-
ness of your whole heart and life to His service,)
but also your highest happiness, for His service
is itself its own exceeding great reward! It is
the glory of Christ, which you are to seek by
your progress in holiness to promote. It is the
character of Ckrist, which is the pattern of per-
fect: holiness, after which you are to be model.
led; and this glorious transformation can only
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be effected by continual supplies of the Spirit of
Christ. Thus you must ®ver remember, that
it is only as being in Christ, the great fountain-
head of divine influence, in whom all grace for
His people is treasuredup—only as being one
with Christ—a member of His mystical body—a
living branch of the True Vine, that you can
bring forth fruit to God. And thus will every
step of your progress in holiness still more en-
dear to you that precious Sayiour, to whom you
owe all your salvation, and who is, indeed, the
Alpha and Omega of all your blessings—and
of all your bliss! Keeping these thoughts abid
ingly in view, with what ‘ardour should *you
engage in ‘ following after holiness,” when you
reflect, that in this pursuit you are treading a
path, in which the Divine Forerunner has gone
before you—in which all His people, in avery
age, have trodden, and uniformly found, that it
was indeed a way of pleasantness, and a path of
peace—A path, in which you are cheered along
by the encouraging approbation of all the angels
of God in heaven, and the pleading prayers of
all the members of Christ’s mystical body on
earth, the invisible and visible witnesses of your
high and holy career— A path, on which the light
of God's countenance continually shines—where



272 PROFESSION. AND PRACTICE.

the track of the Saviour’s footsteps is distinctlyj
seen—where the sweetest whisperings of the

Spirit’s voice are breathed into the soul—where

every step of progress is a step of advance

towards the happiness cnd glory of the blessed

God Himself—and which will, ere long, conduct

you into His immediate presence, there to rejoice

in perfect likeness to Him, and everlasting

communion with Him, with joy indeed unspeak-

able, and full*of gloiy.

And while you should be thus encouraged,
Christian, by the assurance of success, in your
pursuit of holiness, you should be still further
stimnlated by the prospect of perpetuity of pos-
session. In choosing this pursuit as your all-in-
all of happiness, you are choosing ¢ that goed
part,*which shall never be taken from you.”
Every acquisition you make in spiritual know-
ledge, light, and joy—every step of advance
you gain in conformity to the character of God,
is a source of wealth, of glory, and of happi-
ness, of which nothing can deprive you. These
are treasures, laid up in a secure place, where
“rust and moth cannot corrupt, and where
thieves cannot break through and steal.” This
is a glory, of which a more successful competi-
1or can never rob you ; and whichi*will never, of
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- itself, grow dim with age, or be tarnished in its
lustre by the sullying breath of an ungodly
world. This is a happiness, which no earthly
change of circumstances can alter or affect.
Poverty cannot steal it Trom you ; sickness can-
not waste it away; sorrow cannot embitter it;
death cannot destroy it ; eternity cannot exhaust
it! Yea! so far from this, the happiness, which
flows from holiness, is only deepened and en-
deared by those very afflictions, which wither
and blight all earthly enjoyment. In the abode
of poverty, it pours out its costliest treasures ;
in the chamber of sickness, it whispers its-
sweetest consolations; in tlie solitude of soirow,
it unveils its brightest visions; on the bed of
death, it displays its noblest triumph; and
through the ages of eternity, it will be for ever
dcepening, and for ever brightening, as the glo-
rified spirit continually advances, closer and
closer, to the Source of infinite perfection; and
thus, having a fuller view of the divine glory
manifested to its adoring gaze, as age after
age rolls onward, and being continually admit-
ted to increasing intimacy of access and com-
munion, it passes on from glory to glory ; ever-
lastingly drawing deeper and still deeper
draughts of Batisfying bliss from the uncreated
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Fountain of all true felicity! Oh! believer, what
a happiness is thine, flowing from, or rather
concentrated in,the blessed God—even Jehovah-
Jesus—so secure, that death can only render it
immortal ; 8o inexhaustible, that eternity can
only deepen its fulness, and increase its intensity,
for ever ! Child of God! is such the happiness,
that the pursuit of holiness supplies? Then,
what should be your ardour, your energy, your
perseverance in its pursuit ? How should it lead
you to acquiesce, with the most cheerful satis-
faction, in every appointment of your heavenly
Father’shand, when you reflect, that His design
in thtem all, (and His wisdom being infinite, He
cannot be mistaken as to their suitableness to
accomplish that design, for He is not eaperimen-
talizing with you,) is to bring about the very
objeet, with which your own happiness is so
inseparably linked ! How should it dispose you
to be resigned, yea to rejoice in your heaviest
trials, when yon remember, that He casts you
into the furnace of affliction, in order that your
soul being purified, in its refining fires, from the
dross of carthliness, from the defilements of sin,
may reflect, in clearer manifestation, the Re-
deemer’s image in the beaut§ of holiness! And
how should you instinctively shritik from every
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thing, (however otherwise desirable,) which may
tend to retard, and cordially welcome every
thing, (however otherwise to be dreaded,) which
may conduce to promote, the progress of that
sanctification, which, tlle more it is advanced,
makes you the more meat for glorifying God
during your pilgrimage on earth, and rejoicing
before Him, throughout eternity, in heaven !
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CHAPTER IX.

)
THE SPIRITUAL CONFLICT.

Having thus, believer, suggested some of the
animating considerations, which are calculated
to stimulate and encourage you, in running the
race set before you, 1 would again urgently im-
* press on you the indispensable necessity of an
unlimited dependence on the power of the Holy
Spirit, to enable you to secure the prize of your
high calling in Christ Jesus.

As I have reminded you of the certainty of
your success, and the perpetuity of your pos-
session of the unspeakably glorious prize, which
you pursue, I would also remind you, more par-
ticularly, of the dangers you must encounter,
and the enemies with whom you must contend ;
that thus, feeling your own helplessness, and
utter insufficiency, in your own unaided strength,
to grapple with those dangers, and those enemies,
you may be penetrated with a deep conviction,
. that you cannot advance a single step in the di-
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vine life, without the upholding and strengthen-
ing influences of God, the ‘Holy Ghost ; and so
may be urgent and unwearied in prayer, for His
power to rest upon you, and His presence to
abide with you, for evef.

In order, then, to be sujtably impressed with
the conviction, that you must incessantly lean
on a strength better than your own, in running
your heavenward race, ever keep in remem-
brance the hindrances yol must expect to en-
counter, from the great enemy of your soul—
from the world of temptation in which you live—
and from your own corrupt nature, and deceit-
ful and desperately wicked heart.

I.—Remember, that in Satan you must ex-
pect to find a determined opponent to your
every exertion in the heavenward race. * One,
who will put forth every effort, which diabglical
subtlety and malice, and the experience of near
six thousand years in the work of deceiving and
destroying the souls of men, can suggest, to
hinder your success. This formidable adversary
will exercise all that cunning, which entitles
him to the appellation of the wily serpent, and
all that power, which warrants his being styled
the roaring lion—2(yea! most awful title—* the
god of this world,”) to damp your ardour, and
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defeat your efforts, in the pursuit of universal
holiness. He knows, by his own experience, by
the remembrance of what he once was, and the
consciousness of what he now is, and must for
ever be, how completely identified are holiress
and happiness—sin and misery. He hates you
with a peculiar hatred, because you are a child
of God, and therefore he cannot bear to see
you become increasingly holy, because he is
fully convinced, that, in proportion as you are
so, you must be increasingly happy.
Yes, he is well aware, from the recollection
+of what he himself felt, before he rebelled
against his God, that there is a blessedness in
having the principle of love and loyalty to God
enthroned in the heart, and the impress of His
image, in righteousness and true holiness,
stamped upon the soul, to which no happiness,
flowing from any other source, can for one mo-
ment be compared. In truth, that this love and
likeness to God constitute the exclusive essence
of true felicity ; and therefore, this is emphati-
cally, I had almost said exclusively, the blessed-
ness he envies you, and (which he will inces-
santly endeavour to hinder you from enjoying. -
But, remember, Satan will not be satisfied
with' merely endeavouring to retard your pro-
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gress in sanctification. He will exert himself,
with fearful zeal and energy, to seduce you into
some open sin, which would hide from you, for
a season, the light of God’s countenance—over-
shadow your soul with ‘the gloom of the deepest
anguish, and remorse—ppison all your enjoy-
ments, whether earthly or heavenly, in their
source ; and bring a foul blot on your Saviour’s
sacred cause—giving occasion to His enemies
to blaspheme that holy name, for whose honour
you should cherish such a godly jealousy—and
for whose glory you should cheerfully, if called
upon, lay down even your life. .

Oh! Christian, do not iinagine, because you
are now, through grace, enabled to look on sin
with that deep loathing of heart, which a single
glance at Calvary’s cross proclaims, in such
affecting language, that it deserves, that you are
altogether beyond the reach of the danger, to
which I allude. Do not presumptuously flatter
yourself, that you could not be seduced by Satan,
into any palpable and grievous transgression of
God’s lfoly law! Remember the solemn warn-
ings, held up before you in Scripture, on this
subject, in the faithfully recorded falls of so
many of the mobt eminent servants of God.
Look at Abraham, the father of the faithful,
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the friend of God, sheltering himself from ap-
prehended danger, By the most contemptible
species of falsehood—predetermined equivoca~
tion—and seducing the wife of his bosom, his
beloved Sarah, into a pa'rticipation of his crime!

Look at Moses, thg meekest man alive, be-
trayed by sudden provocation into impatience,
and open dishonouring of God. Hear him
speaking “‘ unadvisedly with his lips.” See him
performing amiraclg, in the heat of unhallowed
passion, and thus provoking a righteous God,
(in order tomark His abhorrence of sin, especi/ lly
in the objects of His electing love, whcm He
has admitted to the‘most intimate cornmunion
with Himself,) to deprive him of the high honor
of conducting the Israelites into the promised
land, which he was not allowed to enter himself,
but oply to look on its outstretched prospect of
fertility and glory from a distant mountain-
top !

How unanswerably does this prove, that God
hates sin in His own people, with a peculiar ab-
horrence, as being peculiarly aggravated by the
ingratitude and insult it offers to His love.

Why need I speak of David—the man after
God’s own heart—the author of those precious
psalms, which have assisted the devotions,
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cheered the spirits, and rejmced the hearts of
the saints of God, in every age? Oh! look at
him, branded with the foulest crimes, in the
black catalogue of human guilt; and learn to
what a fearful extent %f transgression even a
child of God may be humied, if, by unwatch-
fulness, and neglect of prayer, and of keeping
close to God, he give himself up to the sugges-
tions of the enemy of his soul.

Or look, yet again, atPeter—the warm-
hearted, zealous Peter—him, who loved his di-
vine Master with the deepest, the most 'ardent,
the most grateful love-—-who felt confident, thate
though all men should deny’ Him, yet he fever
would ; but, with unflinching courage, and un-
faltering faithfulness, would cheerfully go with
Him to prison, and to death. Oh! look at kim,
in the hall of the high priest’s house, on+that
night, to be much remembered by him, through-
out eternity! Listen to Zim denying, with
oaths and imprecations, that he ever knew the
Man ; aye, the incarnate God, who had become
a Man of sorrows, for his sake. Listen to the
ungrateful denial of his dear, his divine Master ;
the base lie; the horrible curses, trembling on
his lips; and, whatever be the measure of your
present love to the Redeemer, or your confi-
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dence of assurance, that you could never be
thus tempted to deny Him, who bought you
with His own blood, * be not high-minded, but
fear.” ¢ Watch and pray, lest you enter into
temptation |”  Distrust, altogether, your own
wisdom, your own stzength, your own firmness
of resolution, or steadfastness of purpose; and
trust, simply and confidingly, in the wisdom,
the strength, the interceding supplication of
your Almighty Saviour, Guardian, and Friend ;
and the divine presence and power of the Holy
Spirit, who can alone enable you to bruise Satan
-under your feet; and to triumph over every
tempftation, by which the wily serpent may seek
to seduce you into sin.

In every fall of the people of God, whlch
Seripture proclaims, learn an affecting lesson of
your own helplessness ; of the strength and sub-
tlety of Satan ; and of the necessity of your con-
tinually leaning for support,and resting for safety,
on the almighty arm of a covenant-keeping God!
Hear, in every recorded transgression of God’s
dear saints, a solemn voice, loudly crying out to
you, “Let him that thinketh he standeth, take
heed lest he fall]” And while the fearful die-
play, thus exhibited before you, of the tremen-
dous power, which Satan is permitted to exercise
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over even the children o£ God, fills you with
utter self-despair, and convinces you of the
desperate madness of attempting to cope
with suchk an enemy, in your own strength,
let this only inspire yo.u with a more cheerful
confidence in the faithfulmess and omnipotence
of your divine Protector, and a firmer resolution
to eling closer to Him, and to seek fuller sup-
plies of His Spirit, which .will ensure to you, in
your epiritual conflict, triymphant and ever-
lasting success.

II.—Another hindrance, which you must ex-
pect to encounter, in running the race set before’
you, and which the power of the Holy Spirif can
alone enable you to overcome, will arise from
the world, through which you have to pass, on
your way to your heavenly inheritance. Itisa
world, so directly opposed, in its maxims, its
principles, and its influences, to the will and
word of God, that much contact with it, even
when you only mingle in its scenes and its
society at the call of duty, unless a special
supply of grace be vouchsafed, will be deeply
prejudicial to the progress of your sanctification.

- In truth, the very atmosphere of this world
is so impregnated With enmity against God, and
utter alienation of the affections from every thing
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spiritual and holy, that it is impossible to be
much exposed to its ;;estilential breath, without
running a fearful risk of imbibing such a mea-
sure of its infectious influence, as will blight the
tender buds of spiritual life, and chill the warm
glow of spiritual loved

Like the damp vapour of a dungeon, which
makes the lamp, that is introduced into its nox-
ious air, burn dim, the atmosphere of the
world, if you unnecessarily expose yourself
to its influence, will make the lamp of faith
and holiness burn with a pale and sickly gleam.
vAnd even if your exposure to that influence be
the tnavoidable resilt of the circumstances, in
which the providence of God has placed you,
oh! it is only those children of God, who have
been ‘compelled, by secular engagements, to
come in close and frequent contact with the
children of the world, (I mean, of course, pro-
Jessionally, not socially ; for a child of God
cannot consistcntly seek the society of the world,
or take any part in its ungodly amusements,)
that can form any adequate conception, how
difficult it is, in such circumstances, to maintain
a high tone of spirituality, and to exhibit an
elevated standard of character. How difficult
to cherish, and to manifest, the exalted feelings
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and principles of a chil;l, and heir, of God,
when surrounded by associations, which chain
down the thoughts and solicitudes to earth, and
earthly things, and have a direct tendency to
induce a forgetfulness of God—and holding in-
tercourse with individuals, who wlould receive
any allusion to a Saviour’s love, or service, or
glory, with the cold silence of indifference, or
the scornful smile of contempt. Now, the ways,
in which the world will endegvour to retard your
progress in the pursuit of scriptural holiness,
are various, and will be exerted, under the di-
rection of him, who is emphatically styled in°
Scripture “the god of this world,” withi the
most subtle adaptation to your peculiar tastes,
and temperament, according as they may expose
you more easily to be ensnared by its plea:sures,
or engrossed by its cares. .
Indeed, I know no light, in which a child of
God should more habituate himself to view this
world, than as a great store-house of tempta-
tions, suited to every age, rank, and circum-
stance of life, which Satan employs, with ap-
palling success, to deceive and destroy his vic-
tims ; and to ensnare, as far as he is permitted,
even the children’of God into such idolatry of
earthly objects, or such conformity to worldly
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principles, as will inyolve them in the guilt of
unfaithfulness to their God, and thus at omce
impede their advancement, and mar their en-
joyments, in the divine lifel
To some, the world appears to wear its most
seductive form ; and, with siren voice and smile,
promises to impart to them satisfying bappiness
in its unsatisfying pleasures and pursuits; and
thus tempts them to forsake the fountain of
living waters, and jto hew out to themselves
broken cisterns, which can hold no water of
such invigorating or reviving influence, as to
‘refresh the fainting spirit, wearied in its fruit-
less Search to find in the world what is only to
be found in God! Now, as the very essence of
true holiness consists in that supreme love to
God, ‘which leads us to seek our happiness in
conformity to His character, submission to His
will, and devotedness to His service, it is mani-
fest, that in whatever proportion we are tempted
to look to the world for that solid satisfaction—
that heart-rest, which it is the exclusive prero~
gative of God to impart—our progress in holi-
ness must be proportionably retarded. For, if
once the love of God be dethroned from its
rightful supremacy in our affections, and any
ide}, which the world holds up for us to worship,
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(be it even the most deservedly beloved of earthly °
objects!) be substituted In its stead, the pro-
gress of our sanctification must be impeded:—
since the very printiple, whose ascendancy in
our hearts is the instruthental means, which the
Holy Spirit employs in casrying it on—even the
supreme love of a Saviour-God, is suspended,
in its sanctifying operations—and thus a formi-
dable barrier opposcd to the progress of the
work. With others, the ‘world wears a more
threatening form, and arrays itself in the garb
of persecution, to intimidate those who have en-
tered un their Christian career, and thus prevent *
them from attaining to thosé heights of holifiess,
to which they aspire ; and alas! to how many has
the fear of the world’s censure or contempt
proved an appalling snare! In this respect, a
man’s bitterest foes are often those of hisown
household ; for so deeply-rooted is the enmity of
the natural heart against God—so irreconcila-
ble is the hatred, with which the manifestation
of uncompromising faithfulness, and decided
devotedness to a Saviour’s service, is uniformly
regarded by the children of this world, that no
closeness of relationship, no meekness of spirit,
no amiability of tharacter, no consistency of
conduct will avail, to shield from at least the
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petty persecution of. ridicule' wad?seom those,
who, in the bosom of an uncowvette family,
arc called out of the darkneéss, in whickfits other
members are involved, into*the glorious dight of
Gospel-truth, and who ‘are constrained, by the
love of Christ, to surrender up themselves un«
reservedly to His service. «And it is only those;
who have felt its bitterness, that can at all ap-
preciate the agony of the trial, to a tender and
sensitive heart, all whose affections are only
rendered, by the influence of Christian love,
more intense, and more deeply interested for
“the true welfare of the objects, round whom it
has ‘entwined its fondest feelings, to see the
chilling look of estrangement in countenances,
where once it saw only the smile of the warmest
love; and to hear the unkind insinuation, the
cutting sarcasm, or the angry rebuke, from lips,
which once were opened otly to pour forth the
language of sympathising affection. Oh, surely
to bear up under all this unmerited unkindness—
to pursue, amidst such harassing persecution,
the heavenward race, with undamped zeal, and
undiminished ardour—not to allow such irrita-
ting provocations to kindle a spark of resentment,
or force a word of retort—bBut, so far from re-
qttiting coldness Wit!l coldness, or railing with
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railing, to exhjbit the most unequivocal manifes-
tations of a meek spirit, and a loving heart,
yearning, ‘i all the tenderness of Christian af-
fection,;for the spititual welfare of those, who
seem to. take a cruel delight in wounding that
heart, and thus to repay their continued unkind-
ness by increasing efforts to promote their ever-
lasting happiness—Oh! this is no ordinary
triumph of divine grace ! tkis must require no or-
dinary supplies of the strengthening and sanctify-
ing influences of the Holy Spirit | And evenwhen
enmity against the presence and power of vital
godliness does not break forth in such open and*®
active manifestations of its 8dious nature—when
it is only exhibited in the chilling apathy, which
repels every effort that Christian love can prompt,
to awaken those, for whose everlasting interests
it feels the deepest solicitude, to a sense of their
spiritual danger, even then, what a dead weight
it is on the aspirations and the energies of the
Christian character—how it aggravates the diffi-
culty of the conflict, that has to be unceasingly
carried on with indwelling corruption, and the
power of Satan, to breathe continually an at-
mosphere, so uncongenial to spirituality of heart
and life ! Never to fneet one encouraging smile,
never to hear one cheering v.vord, even from thos¢
U
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you love most fondly, to stimulate and strengthen
your fainting spirit, in running its heavenward
race! And when you feel constrained, out of
the abundance of your heart, to speak of His
love, who so loved us, ‘and laid down His life
for us; oh! how it arushes the spirit, to find
the precious theme, which kindles such raptu-
rous emotions among the hosts of the redeemed
in heaven, and ought to awaken such glowing
gratitude in the hreast of every sinner upon
earth, that has heard the glad tidings, how it
crushes the spirit, to find ¢that theme listened
‘to, in cold silence, without a single responsive
echo to the voice of praise for a Redeemer’s
boundless self-sacrificing love. What close,
what constant communion with God, in the re-
tirement of the closet—what fond and faithful
leaning on the arm of the Beloved—what con-
tinual reliance on Almighty strength—what fer-
vent supplications for supporting and refreshing
grace, are indispensably required, to enable a
child of God, under such circumstances, to main-
tain unimpaired the high tone of spirituality,
and heavenly-mindedness, which the Gospel-
standard presents! And not merely not to re-
trograde, but to advance in the Christian course,
cpntinually prdgressjng in zeal, and devoted-
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ness, and conformity to the Saviour’s image,
while encompassed by every hindrance, which
continual contact with the essential spirit of
worldliness, embodied in the very beings whom
he loves best, (as far a8 the love of earthly ob-
jects is concerned,) can supply—and divested of
every assistance, which Christian counsel, com-
munion, and sympathy so abundantly afford.
I11.— Another hindrance, which will greatly
oppose your progress, in the pursuit of holiness,
will arise from the workings of your own de-
ceitful and desperately wicked heart, and the
remaining corruption of your imperfectly re-
newed nature. For though the Holy Spirit
has implanted in your heart a new principle,
which, as emanating from Him, partakes of
Iis own nature, and is therefore sanctifying in
its operations—though He has taught yot to
love, with the most grateful affection, that
adorable Redeemer, who has loved you, with a
love that passeth all knowledge; and for His
sake to hate sin—all sin—with the most cordial
hatred ; and to desire, sincerely and supremely,
to live in all things to His glory—though He
has kindled in your soul an unquenchable
aspiration after the’highest degree of holiness,
which you can reach, by continually pressing
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forward to this as the prize of your high calling,
in Christ Jesus, still you must expect to en-
counter continual opposition from the principle
of corruption, which, th‘ough subdued, so far as
to be no longer predominant in its power over
you, still lurks withm you, (dethroned, indeed,
but not entirely destroyed,) and will be con-
stantly striving to regain its former ascendancy.
Nor will you be freed from the assaults of this
inward enemy, ti death is commissioned to
announce to you, that ¢ your warfare is accom-
plished ;” and by delivering you from the body
of sin, will deliver you from its temptations for
ever—so that you shall never once experience
their power—no, not so much as to suggest even
a single sinful thought, throughout eternity.
Till, therefore, the period of your release,
believer, shall arrive, and you receive your
honourable dismissal from the Captain of your
salvation, and are permitted to say, with Simeon
of old, ¢ Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant
depart in peace, according to Thy word!” you
must calculate on experiencing the truth of the
scriptural delineation of the scene of conflict,
that is carried on continually in a Christian’s
breast; where ‘‘the flesh lusteth against the
%)irit, and the spirit against the flesh, and these
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two are contrary, the one Jo the other, so that
ye cannot do the things that ye would.” Often
must you expect to realize the agonizing experi-
ence of the great apostle of the Gentiles, and
to find, that when ¢ yo:1 would do good, evil is
present with you, so thatethe good you would,
(that is, the good which you honestly and heartily
desire,) that you do not, (do it not as constantly
and perfectly as you would wish ;) and the evil
you would not, (the evil you cprdially loathe, and
long to avoid,) that you are often, with all your
watchfulness, betrayed into doing—so that you
are compelled with St. Paul, to exclaim, ¢ Oh !
wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me
from the body of this death !”

Now, Christian, though you are assured of
final, complete and everlasting victory in this
conflict, you must remember, that in your
deceitful heart you have the most dangerous of
all enemies to contend with, even a traitor
within, in the very centre of the citadel. You
must therefore expect the warfare to be indeed
arduous, and will require the most incessant
watchfulness against the snares of this secret
foe, who is ever ready to betray the fortress to
the, enemy of your soul! And you must com-
bine with this the most unwearied supplications,
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that the Almighty (laptain, ‘under whom you
fight, may cover your head with the invisible
shield of His presence, in every day of battle ;
and that the Holy Spirjt may supply you with
such abundant. measures of His grace, as will
make you even more than conqueror in the awful,
yet glorious warfare, in which you are engaged.

As Pharaoh of old pursued after the Israel-
ites, enraged at their having been rescued from
the bondage, in which he had so long held them
enthralled, and determined to recover his lost
prey, that he might again make them bond-
slaves in the land of Kgypt, even thus will
Satan endeavour to drag you back again into
the debasing captivity, from which your ado-
rable Redeemer has rescued you, that he may
once more bind around your soul the galling
chains, by which you were so long fettered, and
again employ all your energies in his cruel and
degrading service. And alas! believer, ‘our
emancipated affections, which that Redeemer
has brought out of the land of their captivity,
with a mighty hand, and a stretched-out arm,
that they might serve Him with a glad and grate-
ful zeal, will be often but too like the Israel-
ites of old, lusting to go back to Egypt—kan-
kering after the flesh-pots of that place of bond-
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age—instead of panting after the promised plea-
sures of the Canaan before you—and this, even
though you have been privileged to see, ay,
and to taste, the rich clusters of goodly grapes,
which faith has brougilt to you from that glo-
rious land; and which omght to kindle in you
such an ardent and unquenchable desire to go
up, and possess the land of your inheritance,
where you shall feast on that fulness of joy, in
the immediate presence of'your Saviour-God, of
which you have already, been suppiied with
such delightful foretastes, while journeying on
through the wilderness to the land of promised
and eternal rest ! ! *

It is this, which gives to the Christian life so
much of the character of a warfare—the conflict
between the corruptions that cling to earth, and-
the aspirations that soar to heaven. The*heart
of the believer is, in truth, a strange anomaly ;
and its experiences often perplex, amaze, and
overwhelm with shame and sorrow, the most
devoted and advanced of the children of God!
The love of God, his Saviour, is decidedly en-
throned in the Christian’s heart; and in his
fixed estimation he esteems the Lord Jesus, as
‘¢the pearl of .great price—the chief among ten
thousand, and altogether lovely;” yet is he
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often tempted, -for some tri‘ﬂmg gratification, to
offend that Savxour, whom he supremely loves ;
and to prove practically, that some carthly
object has been pemutted so to rival Him, that
the happinéss, which ought to be sought prima-
rily, if: not “exclusxvelys 1in that ‘Saviour’s smile,
is linked around’; @ome idek 'which has been al-
lowed to usurp, for stifke, His place ‘and pre-
‘rogative in the heart. yHe regards, and grate-
fully appreciates pg‘alyer, as a most precious
privilege—a mediume of delightful communion
with lgls Father in heaven—and a channel,
‘chrough which all needful supplies of divine
gracé will be conveyed ‘into his soul; yet he
often approaches it, not in the spirit of a child,
delighting in the society of a Father whom he
loves, but of a slave, trembling in the presence
of a Master whom he fears ; and retires from it,
rather as one escaping from a painful restraint,
than as one withdrawing from the converse of
his best and dearest Friend! He regards the
Bible as the Book of Books—the treasury of
his most precious and most prized hopes, and
joys, and consolations—for even the least of
whieh, he would deem the wealth of the whole
world but a poor exchange. Yet, often, ke
reads the blessed Book, as if he felt no interést
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in its glorious and gragious tidings ; yea ! some-
times with almost a relucfanqe to engage in.the
hallowed study, that actually fills him, on reflec-
tion, with horror ; and not unfrequently he pe-
ruses its precious page.s, “to ’s@‘sfy the clamours
of conscience, rathe; thas to enjoy-sweet com-
munion with the Bélowed .of hfi's soul,—to‘ hear
with gratefubreverenct, what the Eord his God
has to say to him, in the, way of counsel or con-
‘'solation, of warning or eﬁcquragement—or with
delight to search the geriptures dﬁigenﬂy,
because they testify of Christ ! :

He has carefully weighed the things of timey
and the things of eternity’together, in tfe ba-
lance of the sanctuary; and he has found the
former to be, in comparison of the latter, light-
er than vanity itself—and yet, he is continually
prone to feel and to act, as if the things of time
were infinitely important, and the things of etgg-
nity the merest trifle. He knows the utter
worthlessness of the world’s friendship, and the
world’s applause ; yet is he for ever in danger
of descending from his high and holy principles,
to court the one ; and of making unlawful com-
pliances and concessions, to gain the other. He
believes that the  arrangement of all the events
of his life is in the hands of infinite wisdom,
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faithfulness, and love; and yet is deplorably
prone to quarrel with the mode, in which bis
covenant-God is fulfilling His gracious promise,
of making all things work together for his final
and eternal good! He' feels assured that the
great God, his Saviour, gave Himself for him,
to death--even the death of the cross--to secure
his eternal happiness ; yet often seems to doubt,
if He loves him well enough, to give him some
trifle on which he hps foolishly fixed his heart ;
for what is earth’s most precious blessing, when
compared with him, except, at most, a precious
¢rifle? He can trust his God for all the glories
of helwven, yet distrust him for a little of the dross
of earth—believes He has prepared for him a
throne above the skies, purchased with His own
infinitely precious blood ; yet suspects that He
will neglect to provide him with what is neces-
sary for his real welfare, on his way to take
possession of that blood-bought throne! He
knows Satan to be the father of lies; yet is
often tempted to believe his suggestions, in pre-
ference to the plain and positive declarations of
his God. He cordially hates sin, as the very
essence of enmity against a gracious God—the
cause of all his beloved Saviour’s sufferings—-
‘the accursed and only thing, which a hely Ged
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hates ; yet is often parls,-ying with its tempta-
ticns, and in danger of seeking for gratification
in some pursuit or pleasure, from which the re-
membrance of Gethsemane and Calvary ought
to make him recoil, with an instinctive abhor-
rence, as intense as his gratitude to a Saviour-
God. He supremely loves holiness, and desires
to possess it, as the very essence of likeness to
the blessed God, and therefore of the happiness
and the glory, which hz.ls,been purchased for
him by his Redeemer, at such a costly price ;
and yet is often damped in his ardour, or.turned
aside from the right path, in pursuing this prize
of his high calling, by some trifling snare; which
ought not to have retarded his progress for one
moment, even had the prize he was pursuing
been only a crown of fading laurel, and not the
crown of glory which fadeth not away. * These
are some of the painful contradictions, which
are too often realised in the experience even of
the children of God, and which make the
believer’s life such a continual conflict, requiring
such continual supplies of the Holy Spirit’s
divine influence, and render his heart such a
strange anomaly, a wonder and a riddle, even to
himself—and oh! what a spectacle, to try the
patience of his heart-searching, yet long-suffering
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God, whose unconquerable love triumphs over
all this waywardness ‘and ingratitude, and, in
spite of it all, brings the believer safe to heaven.

In adverting to your spiritual conflict, child
of God, there is one further important caution
I would suggest; tha$, while it is desirable,
that you should continually keep in view the
‘general tendency of the corrupt principle, which
still struggles for the mastery in your soul,
that you may be stimulated to continual watch-
fulness, and prayer for divine guidance and
strength, it is especially desirable, that you
should watch and pray with peculiar earnestness
againsy the assaults of the sin, that doth most
easily beset you.’

In every individual, there is a predominant
influence of some peculiar propensity or passion,
whether arising from constitutional tempera-
ment, acquired habits, local circumstances, or
any other cause.

Some persons are naturally of a softer, and
some of a sterner cast of character—the former
are more inclined to the voluptuous, and licen-
tious—the latter to the resentful, and malignant
feelings of our fallen nature ! With some pride,
with some ambition, with others covetousness,,,
is the besetting sin. Some are disposed to set
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too high a value on the opinion and regard of
this world—and others &re prone to love the
objects of earthly affection, with the absorbing
devotedness of idolatrous attachment. With
many, an irritable tember, kindling into passion,
or sinking into sullennesy, at the slightest pro-
vocation, is at once the plague of their own
peace, and the bane of the domestic circle, in
which they live ; and many more poison the very
atmosphere they breathe; liy the pestilential va-
pours of a bitter and censorious spirit, delight-
ing to drag forward the faults and failings of
others, and to comment, with uncharitable sa-
verity, on every character"that is brought before
them; always, where the actlon is doubtful,
imputing the worst motive, and throwing sus-
pician even on the purest and noblest displays
of human excellence. .

Now there is nothing, which will more de-
cidedly test a professing Christian’s sincerity, as
to the desire he expresses for the attainment of
the high standard of holiness, which the Gos-
pel holds forth, than to observe how he deals
with his besetting sin. If he is sincere in his
professed desires, on the subject of his sanctifi-
gation, to overdome this will be the especial
object of his vigilance, his exertions, and his
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prayers. Finding that this besetting sin is
pre-eminently the weifht, that hinders him in
running his heavenward race, in proportion as
he honestly and heartily desires to run that race,
not merely with patienct, but also with conti-
nually increasing alacgity and speed, in the very
same proportion will he honestly and heartily
strive against the sin, which he discovers by
experience to be his greatest hindrance, in the
pursuit of the prize, for which he so earnestly
contends. Against this sin, therefore, he will,
as it were, concentrate his spiritual forces, that,
through the power of the Holy Spirit he may
triumph over its teinptations, and bring its
every working hito captivity to the obedience of
Christ. This—this peculiarly is the sin, of
which, in the honest indignation of his heart,
he wil] exclaim ¢ down with it—down with it—
even to the ground.” No matter how long it
may have been cherished, no matter how closely
it may have ‘twined itself round every fibre of
his heart, no matter what agony the sacrifice
may cost, though the separation be as the
severing asunder of soul and body—it must be
sacr% ced, it must be brought forth, without
reserve, and hewn in pieces before the Lord!
Is it a right eye that offends? The right e;e
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must be plucked out! Isit a right hand that
causes to sin? It mus® immediately be cut
off! Whatever else is spared, this at least must
meet with no quarter | Against the besetting
sin irreconcilable wai® must be waged! The
Canaanite must not be suffered to dwell in
the land! No truce, no compromise, nothing
short of perpetual hostility, for the purpose
of utter extermination.

Such will be the resolution—such the conduct
of the sincere Christian, who really desires to
be holy—even as God is holy. But the insin-
cere professor will betray his hollowness, by an,
exactly opposite line of conduct, in dealing with
his besetting sin! He will pléad every pallia-
tion, which a deceitful heart can suggest, on its
behalf—he will throw the blame on the peculiar
temperament of his natural constitution, (an
insinuated charge against his Maker!) or on the
force of the temptations, by which he is assailed,
or on the long indulgence of the habit, by which
it has become as a second nature. He will
sacrifice any thing and every thing, but this
bosom lust, this darling object of his idolatrous
affections. 'This is the Herodias he cannot part
with., 'This is she Agag he will not sacrifice !
And this, no matter what else he is ready to
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give up—this stamps insincerity on all his pro-
fessions of grateful léve to a holy God, and
earnest desire to live to His glory! For were
those professions sincere, the besetting sin, as
we have already seen, Wwould be the very first
victim, slain on the altar of the Lord, in token
of unreserved surrender of all to His service,
and an honest solicitude to put away every
stumbling-block of iniquity, which would pro-
voke God to hide from him the light of His
countenance—would bring discredit on the
cause of Christ—and impede his progress in
the pursuit of holiness.

Now, Christian, ir order to be animated with
the holy ardour ¢f arighteous indignation against
your besetting sin, as peculiarly the object of
your uncompromising hostility, habituate your-
self to view it in the light of the cross. It is
only by viewing it in this light, that you will be
able to regard it in its true character, to hate it
with the cordial hatred it deserves, or to strive
against it with the energy which yot ought to
exert.

When you contemplate your adorable Re-
deemp Him, who so loved you, as for your
sake #¥ descend from His throwe of glory in the
heavens, to a life of sorrow, upon earth, and a
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death of shame upon the cross—when you
contemplate Him, ¢ wounded for your trans-
gressions, and bruised for your iniquities”—

when you behold Him crushed even to death
beneath the burthen of" your imputed guilt ; oh!
must not this inspire yow with an inexpressible
abhorrence of all sin, and pre-eminently of the
sin that doth most easily beset you, because it
is this sin, which has formed, for the past, so
large a proportion of your gontribution to that
appalling weight of anguish, which overwhelmed
His soul; and it is this sin, which more perhaps
than any other will expose you, for the future,
to the danger of dishonouring His holy name,
and, by any palpable inconsistency in your con-
duct, putting Him to an open shame before
that world, to which the sins of His profess-
ing people give such occasion to blasph&me !
Whatever then may be the temptations, to which
you are exposed, by reason of that sin which
cleaves most closely to you, however powerfully
it may plead for indulgence on any ground
which the father of lies, or your own deceitful
heart may suggest—I conjure you to view that
sin in the light of your beloved Saviour’s
“@gony and bloody sweat—His cross and ‘pas-
sion,”—and assuredly you will feel such a hor-
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ror arising in your heart, at the idea of volun-
tarily cherishing, as a fiosom-fnend the accursed
enemy and murderer of the Saviour, who, in His
stupendous love, laid down His life for you,
that you will put forth all the energy of fervent
prayer, incessant wetchfulness, and continual
striving, in dependence on divine strength, to
crucify this traitor to the Lord you love, and
exhibit your loyalty to Him, by sacrificing all
that appertains to it at the foot of His cross!
And ol#! believer, what a delightful and en-
couraging reflection, that, in proportion as you
triumph over your besetting sin, you will at once
bring increased glory to God, in the highest,
and increased ‘happiness unto your own soul!
We have alrcady proved, that so altogether
identified are holiness and happiness, that it is
actually impossible for you to advance in the
former, without a proportionable advancement
in the latter—and therefore every conquest you
-gain over the sin, which most easxly besets you,
and has most frequently overcome you, is the
removal of one of the chief hindrances, which
have prevented your attaining to that close con-
ferwity to the divine character, in which the
very essence of your felicity “consists ; and thps
becomes an additional step of approximation to-
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wards the standard of perfect holiness, at which
you aim, and therefore fowards the summit of
perfect happiness, to which you aspire.

The other most animating consideration,
Christian, is, that yo will thereby most abun-
dantly bring glory to Gog!

I was once much struck with an observation,
which I heard from one of the most faithful and
devoted ministers of our day, (one, not more
distinguished for the mogt eﬁ'ectlve pulpit elo-
quence, than for the deepest Christiga humlhty
—the tenderest Christian love,) that * Christ’s
honour is committed to His people’s keeping I” »

Oh! were this constantly remembered? and
consistently acted upon, by thoke who love the
Lord, what godly jealousy would it excite in
them, what hely watchfulness, what fervour of
prayer, and energy of exertion,’ that all-their
conduct might be so closely modelled after the
example of their Divine Master, that those who
observed them most carefully, it may be with
the most *malignant purpose, might be con-
strained to take notice of them, that they have
been with Jesus—and from this divine commu-
nion have caught a reflected lustre, of holiness,
whxch ‘shines, before men, with such heavenly
hght, as compels them to glorify God!
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Be assured, there is nothing, which would
compel a more honoutahle testimony in favor of
vital godliness from the men of the world, than
witnessing the triumph of real Christianity, as
displayed in the visible thange wrought in. its
votaries, in those fegtures of their character,
which come under the cognizance of the world;
and which, before their having embraced what
are commonly called serious, but what might
more properly be tetmed happy, views, were
most oppgsed even to that standard of moral
excellence, which the world itself acknowledge&
.and esteems.

Tke great apostle’of the Gentiles appears to
recognize such & standard, when he calls on pro-
fessing Christians to think of, and to practise,.
“ whatsoever things are lovely,.and of good
report!” 'There are certain qualities, such as
integrity, veracity, sincerity, purity, gentleness,
benevolence, forgivingness, and such like, which
even the children of the world admit to be
entitled to the homage of their approbation.
And though, in a child of God, these will be
regulated on higher principles, adopted from
purer motives, and directed to nobler ends, than
with the children of the worldy still as their out-
ward developments will be so much the same,
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whatever the diversity of the inward principles
from which they proceed, it is the bounden duty
of -every real Christian, as he values the honour
of God, his Saviour, not merely to equal, but
to excel, the most upri'ght, and honourable, and
amiable of the children of the world, in those
qualities, which that world and the Gospel alike
recommend, and uphold. For it should ever be
remembered that though there is, what may be
called, a hidden spiritual glory of the Christian
character, which the world cannot ses, because
it is spiritually discerned, there is also, in that
character, an outward and visible glory, whiche
the world can perceive, aild must admire, how-
ever reluctantly it may pay the' homage of its
admiration.

In truth, there are a great many important
particulars, in reference to which, the world has
a very correct judgment of what a Christian
ought to be—and he is indeed unfaithful to his
Divine Master, and most ungratefully regard-
less of His glory, who does not take heed that
in those particulars, the world shall be compelled
to bear testimony on his behalf,. that his charac-
ter is so accordant with the‘st:ﬁldard, which the
Gospel sets forthy and therefore so honourable,
estimable, - and amiable, that Christianity, when
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judged of as to its original by its influence over
him, may well be believed to have come down
from heaven, and to be in truth designed and
calculated, as it was announced at its birth, to
promote ““glory to God, in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will amongst men.”

But the value of this testimony will be greatly
enhanced, when the very points, in which the
world is constrained most to admire the charac-
ter of the Christiaq, ‘are those, in which, pre-
vious to his conversion, it was most palpably
defective ; because such a change manifestly re-

equires a most powerful and valuable principle to
account for its production; and thus compels
the most prejudiced to confess, that there must
be a reality, and a blessedness in the religion,
which can accomplish such a glorious change ;
one,:to which the maxims of worldly wisdo:h,
and the influences of mere earthly motives, are
confessedly inadequate.

When the man of furious passions is seen
transformed inte a man of a meek and gentle
spirit—when the lion is changed into the lamb—
this moral miracle, when avowedly wrought by
the influcnce of Christian principles and mo-
tives, unequivocally proclaimé the presence of a
divine power, as indispensable for its accomplish-
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ment. Or when the proud man, who used to look
down on all below him,.ifi the grade of earthly
distinction, with supercilious contempt, as if
they were beings of a lower scale in creation, is
seen to be clothed witl’humility, condescending,
with unaffected and unostgntatious lowliness and
love, to men of low estate—when the man, who
was once a degraded sensualist, glorying in his
shame, is seen to shrink from the most distant
allusion to what could wdund the chastest ear,
and bears evident testimony, by all his outward
deportment, that he loves and cherishes that
inward parity of heart, which is so unequivoca}
and distinguishing a mark of those, whos shall
see God—when the naturally resentful are seen
to bear the most galling provocations and insults,
with unruffled patience; and their every look,
and word, and action incontestably prove, that
there is not a spark of resentment allowed to be
harboured within their breasts—when the na-
turally censorious are seen to take a visible de-
light in bearing the most favourable testimony
to the excellences of all whom they know, and
profess to love; and in throwing the veil of
charity over all their faults—Oh ! then, indeed,
Christianity trinmphs! Then, indeed, are the
“nen of the world compelled to do' it homage—
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Then is its divine Author glorified in the eyes
of those, who, though‘strangers to His infinite
preciousness, are forced to feel, that His reli-
gion is indeed from heaven. For whatever en-
thusiasm may be supposell capable of effecting,
it is universally acknpwledged, that it is not
equal to such a work as this-—To purify the pol-
luted—to soften the rough—to calm the irritable
—to sweeten the bitter—to humble the proud
—to make a man, in fine, the very opposite of
his former self, in those qualities which were so
interwoven with the whole texture of his mental
constitution, as to be an essential part of him-
self—chis, this is a trlumph, which the Gospel
can alone accomplish ; and, therefore, pre-emi-
nently, it brings, whenever displayed, abundant
glory to God.

Let,this consideration, believer, stir you up
to the most vigilant and persevering exertions,
to manifest in your character the power of the
Gospel, by displaying the victory it has enabled
you to achieve over your besetting sin. Keep
the strictest watch over every thought or desire,
which may tend to give it even a momentary
triumph over you. Look back on the retro-
spect of your past life! Obserie what circums,
stances huve proved a snare to you, in regard to
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this bosom-lust. Avoid, with almost scrupulous
solicitude, whatever youws have either found by
experience, or have reason to fear, can have the
remotest tendency to excite or to strengthen its
influence. No matter how harmless, and, in
one sense lawful, the very same indulgences
might prove to another dhristian, of a different
temperament, and therefore exposed to different
temptations, to you at least they are unquestion-
ably unlawful, -because «injurious, since they
give strength to that sin, which you are called
upon, by every motive of gratitude to God yeur
Saviour, and a desire for your own happiness, tg
endeavour, by all the means, and at any cest or
sacrifice, within your reach, altegether to eradi-
cate from your soul. Nor ever think, that the
minutest circumstances are too trifling, to be
thus made a matter of so much watchful ci{recum-
spection; or that any sacrifices can be too great,
to be cheerfully submitted to, for the advance-
ment of your sanctification. Oh! they know
nothing of the constitution of the human mind,
or the avenues by which Satan. can gain access
to the human heart, who can call any thing a
trifle, by which the enemy of our :souls can
awaken the imaginations or desires, which, from
ur peculiar bias, tend most to foster our beset-
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ting sin, and thus to retard our progress, in
running the race set before us——And that man
has yet to learn the value of God’s favor, and
the happiness, which the smile of His love,
and the sweetness of Hs communion can im-
part, who deems any sacrifice too great to make
for its enjoyment, or any exercise of self-denial
too minute, to secure the highest measure of
that enjoyment, attainable here below !

In truth, I am deeply convinced, that there
is a lamentable wart, even in real Christians,
of this strict and almost scrupulous self-denial,
in comparatively trifling instances, which, how-
ever /n themselves apparently unimportant, ac-
quire a high degree of importance from the
influence which they exercise, in promoting or
retarding the work of their sanctification. A
Christian, in fact, should regard nothing as a
trifle, which can be influential in its bearing on
this work ; and there is nothing so trifling as
not to be capable of being thus influential.
When we consider, therefore, of what a series
of important results, extending in their conse-
quences, throughout eternity, a single thought
or feeling, voluntarily cherished, may be the
spring, we shall see the necessity of keeping a
strict watch over the most secret workings of
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our minds. We shall be jealous as to outr mode
of spending our most cashal leisure moments ;
we shall ponder as to the probable results, as
well as the purposes and principles, of every
the minutest action Of our lives; and feeling
our urgent need of divingly-imparted strength,
we shall fervently pray, with the Psalmist,
‘“ Let the meditations of my heart, as well as
the words of my mouth, be always acceptable
in Thy sight, O Lord, 'm'y strength, and my
Redeemer 1”

Now, believer, when you survey these three
great enemies of your soul—the world, thg
flesh, and the devil--must’you not, indeed, feel
convinced, that you cannot contend successfully
with such enemies, in your own strength; but
must be upheld every moment by a divine arm,
and should therefore pray fervently to be sus-
tained triumphantly, in every step of the con-
flict, by the power of God, the Holy Ghost.
And when you look back on all the way, by
which your covenant-God has hitherto led you,
through the wilderness, must you not feel con-
strained, with a thankful heart, to set up an
Ebenezer to His praise, gratefully acknowledg-
Jing, ““ Hitherto the Lord hath helped me!” And
when you remember His own promise—* 1 will
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never¥rave thee, nor forsake thee”—may you not
feel assured that, as you have been hitherto, so
you shall be kept by his power, through faith,
unto the end? So that, blending the grateful re-
trospection of past delivetances with the cheer-
ful confidence of futuxe preservation, you may
rejoicingly feel, that it is your privilege, amidst
all the foes that assail, and all the perils that
encompass you, to *thank God, and take cou-
rage I”—secure, that “being conducted safely,
by the guidance of the Spirit, to the land of
your inheritance, and being made more than
conqueror, by His Almighty arm, you shall,
ere long, cast your blood-bought crown of vie-
tory, in gratefuk adoration, before your beloved
Redeemer’s throne !
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CHAPTER X.

b
THE MEANS OF GRACE.

I canNor but fear that there is a deficiency, in
our day, even in many g8incere Christians, of
that deep-wrought conviction, which the child
of God should abidingly cherish, of the utter
incapability of deriving even the smallest degrees
of benefit from any mears of grace, indépen-
dently of the accompanying power and blessing
of God, the Holy Ghost. Too many even of
those, whom that Spirit has brought out of
darkness into marvellous light, are, I fear, want-
ing in that penetrating sense of their own utter
helplessness, in every subsequent step of their
Christian course, which would keep them conti-
nually cleaving close to the Blessed Spirit, in
the attitude of confiding trust in His promised
aid, seeking to be every moment’ taught and
guided, upheld and comforted, by Him.

This is peculiarly to be apprehended, in the
present day, in the spirit in which many attend
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on tht ministry of some favourite preacher.
How often, with suclf, are the luminous exposi-
tions, the pathetic appeals, the powerful argu-
ments, the heart-stirring eloquence—ay, or even
the attractions of voice, 4nd style, and delivery,
substituted, perhaps,_ unconsciously, for the
power of the Holy Spirit, as the ground, on
which too many rest their hopes of a blessing
from the ministrations of the ambassador of
Christ! Thus they“give to the poor weak
instrument the glory, exclusively due to the
Almighty Spirit, who can alone crown with suc-
«cess what we would call the most powerful, and
who<can, with equal ease, clothe with power
what we might*think the feeblest advocate of
the truth, *“asit is in Jesus!” How painfully is
this affront to the Holy Spirit often manifested
by the visible disappointment, depicted in the
countenance, if not acknowledged by the lips,
when the favourite preacher’s place is unexpect-
edly supplied by a brother in the ministry, alto-
gether as faithful, though perhaps not as elo-
quent or attractive, as the idol of the day. Is
not the lapguage of such complaints, in the ears
of God, plainly this—* I came here for a bless-
ing on, the preached word to-day; but, since
God s message of mercy to my sbul is not to Be
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delivered by the voice, which sounds liké sweet
musi> in my ear, I have o hope that I can re-
ceive any profit from divine truths, if delivered
by any other ambassador of Christ, not equally
talented ; and I do not believe that the Holy
Spirit can or will bless God’s word to my soul
to-day, since it is not to be enforced by my
favourite preacher’s voice.”

I am well aware, that no individual, who be-
lieves in the essential De‘ltx of the Holy Spirit,
would deliberately offer Him such an affront, by
adopting language so insulting to His divine
majesty. But would it not be well for manys
who over value the talents or other engaging
qualities of some particular preacher, to consider
seriously, whether this is not the language of
their hearts, (which the heart-searching God
always is listening to, and regards as altogether
more expressive of the real sentiments of every
individual than the language of the lips;) and
whether they ought not to shrink from even ap-
pearing to offer such an insult to the Blessed
Spirit, by seeming to doubt, that He can bless
His own word, when preached by a faithful
minister, even though it be not accompanied
Jiith certain attfactive qualifications in the worm
of the dust, Whose instrumentality the Spirit
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vouchs&fes to employ, in the work of ealling
sinners into the Saviour’s fold, and building up
believers in their most holy faith !

If, then, you heartily desire to derive profit
to your soul from your attendance on the minis-
try of the word—if thés be really your object in
going to the house of God—(and to go with
any other object in view, such as the mere gra-
tification of intellectual taste, or to be delighted
with the display of hyman eloquence, is to affront
most grievously that God, whose ° house of
prayer” is profaned by such a desecration of its
kallowed services,) go, believer, in the full-eonfi-
dence, that let who will deliver God’s message
to your soul, it is only the Holy Spirit that can
bring it with power to your heart—That if St.
Paul himself were to return to earth, or the
angel Gabriel were to descend from heaven, to
proclaim to you the message of redeeming love,
or to enforce the holy precepts of the Gospel
of salvation, even their ministry would be really
profitable, only so far as it was made so by
the accompanying power and blessing of the
Spirit—And that that same Spirit could make
the ministrations of the weakest servant of the
Saviour as efficacious, in covagying spiritua}
str@gth, joy, and consolation to your soul, as



THE MEANS OF GRACE. 321

those of the chief of the apostles, or th! loftiest
of tre seraphim around the throne of God !

I have dwelt, the more fully, on this particular
exemplificatior of that forgetfulness of the ne-
cessity of habitual dependence on the Holy
Spirit, to which I have alluded, as tending so
much to retard the spiritual progress of many
even sincere Christians, both because I fear it
is very extensively prevalent in our day; and be-
cause it_serves to illustrate, that defect, in the
spiritual system of many religious professors, to
which is maiunly, I conceive, to be attributed
the amomalous exhibition which they display®
How many do we see, most punctual in théir at-
tendance on a faithful Gospel rﬁinistry, and, as
far as we can judge, sincerely desirous to profit
by it. Yea! and still further, most regular in
their attendance on that means of grace, Which
is so pre-eminently calculated to promote the
believer’s progress in holiness—the sacramental
table—even where the Redeemer’s dying love is
commemorated every returning Sabbath ; who
yet do not exhibit, after years of such attend-
ance, any perceptible marks of growth in grace,
of increased spirituality, or heavenly-minded-
ness; of closer cohfomnty to the Saviour's cha-
racter ; or more unreserved consecration of every
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talent,\energy, and affection, to the advance-
ment of His cause. If they have not visibly
retrograded, at least they have not visibly ad-
vanced, in their Christian course. There ap-
pears to be the same want of uncompromising
decision of purpose, of unbending firmness of
principle, and unreserved devotedness of life!
The same temporizing efforts to reconcile,
what God Himself has declared to be irrecon-
cilable, His service, ‘and that of the world.
The same palpable inconsistencies of conduct,
and irregularities of temper, which were so pain-
fully perceptible in the commencement of their
career. Why is this? We cannot doubt that
one promiuent reason is, that the influences of
the Holy Spirit have not been humbly confided
in, earnestly sought, and carefully cherished.
Theré has been a neglect of looking up to Him
in faith, and calling upon Him in prayer, to bless
the attendance on those faithful ministrations.
The sanctuary has been visited—the preacher
has been admired—the sacramental table has
been frequented—but the Holy Spirit has not
been implored, with the fervour, the importu-
nity, the perseverance in supplication, befitting
one who felf, in the deepest ‘conviction of his
sotl, that without the })lessing of that Spirit, all



THE MEANS OF GRACE. 323

this attendance, were jt even on the most
powerful ministry that ever the church of Christ
enjoyed, would—yea ! must be utterly unavail-
ing for that strengtheging and refreshing of the
soul, which only the Holy Spirit can impart, by
conveying His influencesthrough these divinely-
appointed channels for the communication of
His grace.

Let us hear, on this subject, the recorded
experience of one, whose sentiments should be
received with the most affectionate and re-
spectful attention ; and whose character, as de-
veloped in those published ¢ Letters,” which
breathe such a sweet spirit of Christian hur;ni]ity,
holiness, and love, cannot fail to win our most
cordial veneration and esteem—need I say, that
I mean the faithful, zealous, heavenly-minded
Venn. (Life, pp. 90, 420.) )

¢ T find, with regard to myself, that the bene-
fit of prayers, sacraments, and the means of
grace, bears exact proportion to the care I take,
to implore the influence and operation of the
Spirit in them ; that when I am only a little
concerned in asking of the Lord the inestimable
comfort of His help, my spiritual duties afford
mg little comfort In the exercise, and leave no
lasting impressions. On the cofitrary, when I
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am 1m;§0rtunate with the Lord to put life and
power in the ordmances, and to make me feel
some correspondent affections, I am enabled to
say—* Truly our fellowship is with the Father,
and with His Son, Jesus Christ” Oh! that
the Spirit of grace and supplication may be
poured out upon us! I am more and more
convinced, that all the difference between those
who bring forth no fruit, and those who do,
depends upon the diﬂ'ei‘ent mauner in which they
hear, and read, and pray.”

I. Cherish this conviction, believer, habi-
tually and inﬂuentially and let it constrain you
to the most earnest prayers for the outpouring
of the Spirit, i in all the plenitude of His most
precious gifts and graces, on your soul! Are
you then about to engage in prayer * Call to
remembrance that most precious declaration of
the apostle (Rom. viii. 26, 27.)—¢ Likewise
the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities ; for we
‘know not what we should pray for as we ought ;
but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us,
with groanings which cannot be uttered; and

¥ May I be permitted to refer to a little werk, entitled ¢« Me-
ditations and Addresses, chiefly on the subject of Prayer,” in
which I have expressed my sentiments ‘more fully, on a point,

-0 vitally connected with the believer’s progress ln the divfhe
life. [
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He that searcheth the hearts, knoweth¥what is
the wiind of the Spirit, because He maketh in-
tercession for the saints, according to the will
of God!” Ever remember, that itis the Holy"
Spirit alone, who can teach you, both what to
pray for, and how to pray—give to your sluggish
affections and desires wings of flame, with which
to mount up heavenward—and fix your wander-
ing thoughts on the majesty and love of the
Being, whom you are 'gqing to address—the
magnitude and preciousness of the blessings,
for which you are about to supplicate—and the
glory and grace of the channel, through which
you have an humble confidence of acceptance,
both for yourself, and your supplications—even
the divine Saviour and Intercessor of sinners,
whom the Father always delighteth to hear.
And oh! with suck an Advocate to pltad on
your behalf, may you not indeed *‘ come boldly
to the throne of grace!”

Look up then for this Spirit's teaching and
influences, whenever you are engaged in com-
munion with your Father in heaven. After
you have laid the wood in order for the sacrifice,
implore of Him to send down the fire from
gbove, which cdh aloue cause the incense of the
offering of prayer and Eraise, 4o ascend accept-
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ably to\he throne of God, perfumed with the
fragrance of the Redeeler’s all-sufficient merits,
and all-prevailing mediation! Remember, if
“you would preserve your devotions from dege-
nerating into a mechanical routine of heartless
formality, you must uwaceasingly confide in the
almighty energy of that divine Spirit, who first
kindled in your heart the spark of devotional
feeling—who has since sustained and cherished
it by His divine breath—and who can alone
keep it from expiring, by continual supplies of
His grace, so as to fan the often almost dying
spark into a brightening flame! OR! if you
alwayk engaged in thé devotional exercises and
enjoyments of the closet, in such a frame of
mind, thus earnestly desirous of heart-com-
munion with God, and thus implicitly trusting
in the’ Holy Spirit for power to lift up your
heart on high, and pour it out into a Father’s
ears |--what _sweet, what heaven-foretasting
happiness would you enjoy, in devout inter-
course with the God of your salvation—and
what a channel of the richest blessings would
prayer then become ! '

Then indeed might you hope, that the Holy
Spirit, in answer to suck prajers, would shed
His sanctifying influences in rich abundance on
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your soul, and thus advance, with ra{id pro-
gress, your assimilation Yo the divine character
—your meetness for the enjoyment of the divine
presence ! :

II.—Again—are you about to be engaged in
the perusal of the Wogd of God? Lift up
your heart and voice to the Hely Spirit, in the
words of the Psalmist, ¢ Open Thou mine eyes,
to see the wondrous things, contained in this
blessed Book.” Have ‘the impression deeply
wrought into your inmost s:)u], that, without the
divine teaching of this blessed Spirit, you can-
not so understand a single verse, as to derive
from it spiritual strength; refreshment, o con-
solation. That you casnot appropriate a single
promise, with such a grasp, as will fill your
heart with peace and joy, and enable it to
abound in hope, unless by the powertof the
Holy Ghost ! Yes, believer, the Bible, even to
you, must prove a sealed book, unless the Holy
Spirit break the seals, and give you the trye
interpretation, of the glorious visions it unfolds
to the spiritually-enlightened eye. If your
object, in studying the Word of God, be only
to become a fluent talker, or an able contro-
versialist, or even a skilful expounder of the
sacred: Volume, you may, to a great extent at
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least, ;icomplish all this by the exercise of your
own mental faculties‘ and reasoning powers,
without any peewliar illumination, or special in-
" fluence, emanating from the Eternal. Spirit.
But if your object be, to grow in grae., to
advance in holiness, tq acquire increased like-
ness to the Saviour’s image, and meetness for
His presence, then must the Spirit enlighten
your understanding, and impress your heart,
while you are employe'd in reading God’s holy
Word—and you must be fervent in prayer for
His enlightening and sanctifying operation,
under a deep conviction, that it is only when
~His voice -says—‘‘ Let there be light,” that
there is light, béamingsfrom the sacred page,
and, like the sunshine of heaven, brightening,
warming, and gladdening wherever its blessed
beams tJescend.

But while I consider this reliance on the
Spirit’s teaching and influences as of primary
importance, in the perusal of the sacred volume,
there are one or two hints I would affec-
tionately suggest, which you may find pro-
fitable, in assisting your anxious endeavours, to
make the study of its precious pages conducive
to the advaucement of yout sanctification,
Read the Bible with fized attention, concentra-
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ting all the faculties of your mind on tie work,
in waich you are engaged. With deep reverence,
regarding it as the Word of God, as much as
if the voice of God were, at the moment,’
audibly to pronouncé in your ears the very
words you are readinge-And with a sincere
desire to discover the mind of the Spirit,
remembering that all Scripture is given by
inspiration of the Spirit, and that the holy
men, who have recorded t.,herein the revealed
will of God, ‘“spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost.” Two or three verses, read in
such a frame of mind, would be more profitable
than as many chapters, hurried over i that
superficial manner, in which tod many, who en-
gage in it, only to satisfy conscience by the
long-established custom of daily reading a cer-
tain portion of Scripture, peruse the ‘sacred
page. The Bible is a mine of spiritual wealth ;
but we must dig deep, if we would discover the
rich veins of precious ore, which lie hidden
beneath its surface. If we are content care-
lessly to skim its surface, we shall come away
unenriched by a single particle of the divine
treasure it contains.

, Again—read M a spirit of self-application—
Approach the sacred volumey that you may
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hear \bat the Lord God has to say to you—
Remember the address of the Bible is to you
individually, ¢“ I have a message from God unto
thee ;> and let the answer of your soul be,
¢ Speak, Lord, for T hy servant heareth!” Is
it a precept, that comas before you ? Examine,
whether you are in the habit of rendering it a
cordial obedience! Is it a prohibition? In-
quire, if you habitually abstain, through a con-
scientious regard to the will of the God you
love, from the forbidden thing, whatever it may
be! Does some precious promise meet your
eye ? See, that your are enabled to appro-
priaté it as your own, and to extract from it the
sweetness of divine comfort, or the spirit of
sustaining strength, it was intended to supply.
Does some awful threatening arrest your atten-
tion? ¢ Take good heed, that it serves to kindle
in your soul a holy, filial fear of your covenant-
God, and makes you shrink from the most distant
approach to what would provoke His righteous
displeasure, and force Him to hide from you the
smile of His love. Is the character of the
Saviour passing before your view ? Most care-
fully examine yourself, whether you have indeed
put on the ILord Jesus Christ—whether the
features of yous character are visibly modelled
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after His, Ask yourself, Is thés the ténper I
habitually display ? Is this the spirit I mani-
fest, in the daily duties of life, and the social
intercourse of the domestic circle? Am I
walking, even as he walked—closely treading
in the blessed steps of Has most holy life ?

Or is it some doctrinal truth, that you are
employed in reading ? Ask yourself—do I
cordially believe this ? Does it exercise its
legitimate influence over }ny affections, my will,
my daily walk before God and man? May I
hope that I have received it in the spirit, and
am using it for the purposes, which my covea
nant God designed, in revealing it to my oul ?
Or is it some bright glimpse of the promised
glory, reserved for you in heaven, that sheds a
halo of celestial splendour round the sacred
page? Oh! ask yourself seriously, and' as in
the sight of a heart-searching God, am I grow-
ing in meetness for such a heaven as this; and
is my gratitude deepening in my heart, and
exhibited more consistently in my life, towards
Him, who has purchased that heaven for me
with His own most precious blood! Believe
me, the smallest portion of the Word of God,
read in such a %spirit of self-application, will
conduce more to your progressdn holiness, than
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chapté‘after chapter, read in a careless spirit$
or applying to others the precious truths, de-
signed to strengthen, sanctify, and comfort
your own soul. .
Finally, read in a practical spirit—sincerely
resolved, by divine grace, cheerfully to obey
every injunction, which the voice of God, speak-
ing in His word, sounds in your ears. Let the
inquiry of your soul, on eonsulting the Sacred
Oracles, always be é Lord, what wilt Thou
have me to do?” Remember the words of the
apostle, (Phil. iv. 9.) ¢ those things which ye
have both learned, and received, and heard, and
seen in me do,—and ‘the God of peace shall be
with you!” Remember the words of a greater
than the greatest of the apostles (St. John, xiii.
17.) If ye know these things, kappy are ye,
if ye do them. ¢ Ye are my friends, if ye do
whatsoever I command you.” (St. John, xv.
14.) Implying, irresistibly, the all-important
consideration, that the knowledge of saving
truth can only conduce to our happiness, and
evidence that we enjoy the Saviour’s friendship,
when it issues in practical results, in our doing,
from a principle of loyal allegiance, and grate-
ful love, the will of our Father in heaven.
See, then, that the object you keep constantly
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in view, in your study of the Word of 6od is,
that the Holy Spirit may enable you in such a
manner to apprehend and cherish its precious
truths, that they may be instrumental in so con- '
forming your character to that of your Divine
Master, even of Him, who was * God manifest
in the flesh,” as to capacitate you for loving,
delighting in, and glorifying Him on earth, and
in heaven; in time, and throughout efernity.'
I11. In your attendance on the sanctuary, I
would once more affectionately suggest to you

'In addition to the well-known and universally esteemesl
Commentaries of Scott, Henry, and Doddridge, J, would
earnestly recommend to all, who desire the most valuable human
aid in the study of the Scriptures, an ¢ Explanatory and Prac-
tical Commentary on the New Testament—revised by the Rev.
W. Dalton of Wolverhampton,” which has been recently
published. It combines the clearest and fullest exhibition of
evangelical truth with the most faithful and impressive'practical
exbortation—and sets forth, with equal fidelity and force, the
necessity of a simple reliance on the  righteousness of God
our Saviour” for acceptance, and of the sanctifying influences
of God, the Holy Ghost, for meetness for heaven. . Its style,
while sufficiently elegant to please the cultivated taste, is suffi-
ciently simple to reach the humblest understanding.  The ap-
peals to the conscience of the reader are peculiarly affectionate
aud sojemn—the statements on prophetical points are charac-
terized by remarkable moderation, and sebriety, and uniformly
tend to edification—agg altogether, it seems to me, in all respects,
most admirably adapted for l‘umly worship, as well as for private
roeditation. . - .
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the importance of going to the House of God,
with a firm persuasion on your mind, that what-
ever spiritual refreshment you hope to receive,
through the channel of jts hallowed services,
must emanate from the divine fountain of all
grace, the Holy Spirit. Be earnest therefore
in prayer, before you go, that His blessing
may abundantly rest on the services of the
sanctuary.

Remember the promlse of the God of ordi-
nances is, ““ My Word shall not return to Me
void, but shall accomplish that whereunto I
dend it.” Observe—* My Word,” not if deli-
vered with certam accompamments of talent, or
style, or manner, but simply, My Word! Yes, -
because it is the Word of God, therefore it shall
accomplish that whereunto He sends it; and
to deny this virtually, by only expecting a bless-
ing, where that word is powerfully or eloquently
enforced, is, (as we have already shewn,) to
attribute to human instrumentality what is due
exclusively to divine power—is to ascribe to a
worm of the dust the prerogative of God, the
Holy Ghost—is to rob Jehovah, the Spirit, of
His glory—and ‘thus to provoke Him to with-
hold altogether those influences, which could
alone, as we before remarked, impart efficacy
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to the preaching of an apostle, or a¥ angel,
or even of the blessed Saviour Himself.

In addition to this suggestion, I would also
observe, that, in the present day, I doubt not ’
that the blessing, which might be expected to
rest on the faithful preaching of the Gospel, is
often hindered with many who attend the sanc-
tuary, by their disrespectful treatment of the
other parts of the service, appointed for God’s
House. The solemn declaration of Jehovah
appears to be forgotten : ‘“ My House shall be
called a House of prayer to all nations.”

Too many seem to regard the House of God
as prominently, if not exclusively, a house of
preaching, instead of a house of prayer.

If we may judge by outward and visible signs
of what is passing in the inward recesses of the
heart, one cannot but frequently remark a most
painful contrast between the feelings, with which
the prayers and the preaching are regarded ;
the former endured ; the latter emjoyed; the
prayers listened to, (often we fear, not even
joined in with the lips, much less the heart,)
with manifest weariness, as a something tire-
some, that must be submitted to, for the sake of
the anticipated ehjoyment, which the preaching
is expected to yield, and., from this expectation,
is listened to with manifest delight.
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Now\dcan you hope: that after offering such
a monstrous insult to the Majesty of God—
after having told Him to His face, that you
looked on communion wit(h Him, in prayer, and
praise, as a wearisome occupation, from which
you would gladly escape if you could, and which
you only endure, because you cannot, without
it, enjoy the feast you look forward to in the
preaching of His minister—can you hope that
He will look on you with a smile of compla-
cent love; and impart to your soul that blessing
from His Spirit, without which you would
Ksten to an angel’s eloquence utterly in vain,
as to ‘any spiritual benefit which it could be a
means of conferring.

Besides, reflect, is it reasonable to expect,
that any thing which the preacher can bring for-
ward ‘will be prefitably received, when your
mind is in such a frame, as to treat the worship
of the blessed God with palpable disrespect ?
If, therefore, you would desire to derive spi-
ritual benefit from attendance on the services of
the sanctuary, and to find them instrumental in
advaneing your sanctification, take good heed
that you do not yourself put an insuperable im-
pediment in your own way, by offering such ap
affront to God,«in the very commencement of
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the service, as must constrain Him, i manifes-
tation of His righteous displeasure, as a jealous
God, to withhold from you the communicationg
of His grace, and thus to bring on the most
fruitful ordinances a withering blight. If you
do, although, to those who have enjoyed devout
communion with God in the previous parts of
the service, they may supply abundant measures
of spiritual strength, and refreshment, they will
prove to you “ wells thhqut water;” and how-
ever amused or gratified your intellectual tastes
may have been, during the delivery of the
preacher’s expositions a'nd appeals, you will
return home as altogether unbenefitted, in a
spiritual point of view, as if you had been at-
tending an exhibition of forensic eloquence, or
theatrical display.’ Be assured, the best pre-

T

! How striking, on this subject, the testimony of Mr. Venn,
(Life, pp. 404, 540.) « Prayer is much wanted here. I see the
people greatly inattentive to the worship, and yet hearing with
seeming earnestness!  This will never do! Worship in spirit
and in truth must mellow the heart, and dispose it % hear with
humility, and desire to profit—otherwise God’s Spirit is grieved,
and withdraws! The preacher may be praised, but the soul
will not be profited! You must beware of a fatal error, com-
mon among those who love to hear the Gospel. Assured, from
the oracles of God, tat preaching the Gospel is the appointed
weans to convert sinners, not a few shamefully disparage public
worshipas-if all good to the soul was®to come through the
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parative for listening to the preacher with profit,
is to have previously communed with God,
through the medium of the services of the
Church, in a devout and thankful spirit. If,in
the penitential confessions, your Aeart has poured
out before Him the cdutrite feelings of godly
sorrow for sin—if, in the supplications for spi-
ritual mercies, your soul has breathed forth its
fervent desires, (as really valuing and thirsting
after the blessings for which you plead,) with

speaker ; none from calling with one heart and voice, upon the
name of the Lord, in His own house! Hence, while both
minister and people should be abased befork Giod, in confession
of their vileness—should be pleading, in the full assurance of
faith, the sacrifice and iutercession of Christ for pardon-—should
be earnestly imploring more grace, to serve the Lord, to all
well-pleasing—should, with flaming love to all mankind, be re-
commending them to the tender care of our heavenly Father;’
and be fill2d with joy, in returning ardent thanks for the loving-
kindness of God towards thersclves and all men—whilst this
grand business should fill their souls, a total inattention is visible
in many countenances! Their entertainment seems only to
begin, when the preacher has taken his text! Gross ignorance !
Impious indecency ! Professed believers, can you imagine you
shall ever feceive profitin one means of grace, while you pour
contempt on another ? Or that, after passing through the time
of divine worship, without any exercise of repentance, love, and
devotion, you can he in a fit disposition, to attend to the things
which shall be delivered from the pulpit!” Indecd the entire
of the letter, from which the above extroct is given, is pecu-
liarly deserving of the most attentive perusal, by ull who desm:
to advance in the divine life!
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mingled humility and confidence, ariting from
the remembrance at once of your own unworthi-
ness, and the infinite worthiness of Him, for
whose sake you implore those mercies—and if,
in the ascription of praise and thanksgiving for
blessings received, youdave, like the psalmist,
charged it on your soul to bless the Lord, and
on all that is within you to bless His holy name,
so that while your lips spake or sang His praise,
you were, at the same time, * making melody in
your heart unto the Lord;” then, indeed, may
you listen to the word preached with an Auméble
assurance of reaping a rich harvest of spiritusl
good, because you may then reckon securely on
the promised blessing of the Holy Spirit, to ac-
company His own Word, and to bring it home,
in all its invigorating, purifying, and gladdening
influences, with power to your heart.

Ever remember also, that the manner in which
you spend your entire Sabbath, not merely the
portion of it which you pass in the sanctuary,
will exercise a most important influence} in pro-
moting or retarding the progress of your sancti-
fication. A fact, of whose -truth you may feel
fully assured, both from the testimony of the
Word of God, #nd the experience of the chil-
dren of God, in every age, who have always
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found tha: the manner, in which they have spent
the Sabbath-day, has most materially affected
their spiritual welfare throughout the ensuing
week—I will not therefore . say to you—beware
of profaning this holy day by unhallowed amuse-
ments, or wasting it ix unprofitable visits, I
will not suppose a child of God can be guilty
of such glaring inconsistency. But you must
not be content with merely negative attainments,
with merely abstaining from what: is obviously
unsuitable to this sacred day! You must have
a higher aim. You must seek to be in the
Spmt on the Lord’s day-—-to be much on the
mount of holy medltatlon, so that your Sab-
baths may be transﬁguratlon days. You must
seek to have your chamber (for I assume you
“will be much there,) a kind of Patmos, where,
in the solitude of devout retirement, and sweet
communion with your covenant God, bright
visions of celestial glory will be unveiled to
your view! You must remember to keep the
Sabbath-day holy ! to have the stamp of holi-
ness inscribed on all your conversation, and
reading, and pursuits, throughout the day! You
must try the lawfulness of whatever you are
engaged in by this test—Doe§ it tend- to pro;
mote the object, for which the God- of. the
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Sabbath appointed this day to be hallowed to
Himself? Does it tend to wean you more from
the world, to draw you closer to Christ, to
deepen your gratitude for His love and you.r
zeal for His glory—to advance both your desire
and your meetness for the sabbath of the skies ?
For it should be your heartfelt wish, and earnest
endeavour, that each successive sabbath may
find you, and all that are dearest to you, rapidly
ripening for the exalfed enjoyments of the
heavenly sabbath ; prepared with deepened
humility, and self-renunciation, with hearts
more overflowing with grateful love to the God
of your salvation, and Spirits more attlined to
high and holy pleasures and pursuits, to join in
the worship of the celestial sanctuary, and to
take part in the chorus of thanksgiving, which
shall be lifted up before the throne of God, and
of the Lamb, by angels and archangels, and all
the company of the redeemed, throughout the
endless ages of heaven’s blissful sabbath of ever-
lasting praise.

Nor must I omit to mention two important
helps, which, if prayerfully employed, in the
spirit of entire dependence on the promised
blessing of the® Holy Ghost, will greatly acce-

rate your.progress in running your heavenward



342 PROFESSION AND PRACTICE.

race—I mean ¢ Meditation and Conversation”
on the things belonging to your eternal peace !

IV. Icannot butfear that the former of these
13 deplorably neglected, and the latter as deplo-
rably abused, in the present day, by many who
appear to be sincere in tkeir profession of attach-
ment to the Saviour’s name and cause! And
thus by the neglect or abuse of the very means,
which, when diligently and devoutly employed,
would conduce so abundantly to the furtherance
of their sanctification, their progress in the
Christian life is by no means as decided or as
rapid as it might, and ought to be.

We live in an age of ‘'extraordinary excitement
on religious subjects. There is an immense
increase of attendance on religious ordinances,
and reading of religious books, and discussion
of religious topics; but I fear.there is by no
means a proportionable increase of religious
meditation, in the retirement of the closet, ac-
companied by fervent prayer, that the dews of
divine gface may there silently descend on the
soul, and hallow the hour of secret communion
with the heart, and the heart-searching God !

Nor can I hesitate to attribute, in a great
measure, to this cause, the pdinfully palpibl%
fact, that there is such a lamentable dispropor-
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tion between the spread of religious profession
and phraseology on the’ one hand, and religious
principle and practice on the other.

It is not the number of lectures we attend, of
books we read, even'if the lectures be the most
evangelical, and the bogks the most scriptural,
that could be chosen, which will, of itself, pro-
mote our growth in grace. It is only that
portion of either, which, by secret meditation
and prayer, is so inwarllly digested, as to con-
duce to the *nourishment of our souls, and the
strengthening of our spiritual life! Meditation
is the digestive faculty of the soul, and it is only
by its means, through the power of the¢ Holy
Spirit, that what we hear or rkad is turned into
spiritual nutriment, and thus tends to make
us stronger and healthier Christians, growing
up to the full measure of the stature of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Our closets should be as hives,
where all the stores of religious knowledge,
that we have gathered in our excursions abroad,
are wrought by the heaven-taught skill of holy
meditation, into spiritual food, at once sweet
to the taste and refreshing to the soul. Did
‘the bee only wander from flower to flower, and
gother the most abundant materials for the
‘construction of the honey-comp, but not employ
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them for ¢fhis purpose by skilful labour in the
hive, of what advantage would all her collected
treasures prove? Alas! in the religious world,
in our day, there are too many who act such
a foolish part—always on the wing, appearing
to be continually collecting materials for making
spiritual food, but never employed at home,
in the quiet retirement of the closet, in the
work of devout meditation, by which alone
the spiritual sweetness' can be extracted from
the plentiful stores they have gathered while
abroad.

«Would you, then, believer, desire to be a
growitg Christian ? gttting every day stronger
in the Lord; htlier, and therefore happier;
more conformed to Christ, and more meet for
heaven? I do not say, read less, or hear less;
but I do say, meditate more. 1 would not wish
you to be seldomer at the lecture, du¢ to be much
oftener in your closet! Do not converse less
with books, but oh! do, I affectionately advise
you, cortmune more with your own heart.,

Meditate on what you have heard or read, till
it becomes, as it were, incorporated with the
whole system of your thoughts and feelings,
and, through the divine influemce of the Holy
Spirit, exercises,a sancufymg energy over your.
heart and life.
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Have special seasons set apart for the sacred
work ; and, as far as possible, let no interrtip-
tions hinder you from its performance; and
when you have once engaged in it, do not leave
it off, till the Holy Spmt has given you such a
realizing view, and lively perception of the pre-
cious truths which your mind is engaged in con-
templating, that you will be conscious to your-
self, and all around you will be constrained to
take notice of the hallowed influence that has
emanated from them, givir:g a heavenly cast to
your character and conversation.

In selecting the most suitable subjects for
meditation, choose prinlipally those gfander
and more glorious parts of the divine revelation,
which are calculated most powerfully to draw
up your afféctions to high, and holy, and hea-
venly themes, and mould your character into a
conformity with that of the Son of God. Dwell
especially on the distinguishing offices of each
Divine Person of the adorable Trinity—the pe-
culiar* love manifested towards you by edch—the
love of the Father, in choosing you from’
eternity, and giving His own Son, as a propitia-
tion for your sins—the love of the Son, in giv~
ing Himself for you to death, even the death of
the cross—and the love of the Holy Ghost, in



346 PROFESSION AND PRACTICE.

taking up His abode in your heart, to purify it
by His divine power, 'and make you meet for
an inheritance among the saints in light!
‘Meditate much on the hlstory of the Saviour's
redeeming love, and mystenous suffering, from
His manger to His cross, with the reflection
accompanying you, in every step of that
wondrous history—All this love lavished on me /
all this suffering endured for me/ And surely,
while thus musing, the fire of grateful love will
be kindled in your heart; and the song of
thanksgiving and praise burst from your lips.

* Meditate, also, with frequent and sweet me-
ditation, on the Saviour’s character—on its
every lovely feature—with fervent prayer, that
they may all be distinctly reflected in your
own—On His first coming, in great humiliation,
to be wounded and bruised, scorned and
scourged, condemned and crucified, for your
sake. And oh! meditate with deep and devout
attention on His second coming, that promised
day of®His glorious manifestation, when He
shall appear, and all His saints shall appear
with Him in glory! And make it the subject
of special supplication, that you may be enahled
to look forward to tkat day,*with continuall
increasing ardour of holy desire and delight; and



THE MEANS OF GRACE. 347

to be always waiting in such an eccupation of
time, and such a frame 'of mind, as you would
wish to be found in by the Son of Man, at Hxa
coming; that were He suddenly to appear, you'
might be found ready, with your lamp burning,
and your loins girded, and your whole soul in
the attitude of constant preparedness, and eager
expectation, looking and longing for the arrival
of the God you love, that so you may fully un-
derstand by experience t'he' glorious meaning of
those wonderful words—*¢ Blessed is that ser-
vant, whom the Master, when He cometh, shall
find watching! Yea! I say unto you, He will
make that servant ruler oVer all that He Hath!”
Oh! what a meetness for the day of His mani-
festation, and the glory and bliss His people
shall then inherit, would suck meditation impart!

V. The other help, to which I have adverted,
as calculated to assist you in your spiritual
career, is religious conversation. But, with re-
gard to this, much caution is required in the
present day, lest a counterfeit should phss cun-
rent, which, so far from promot'mg, would un-
questionably retard your progress in the divine
life,

.J would observe, then, that we cannot dig-
nly with the title of religious  conversation
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much ofewhat has usurped its name, in what
is called the religious world.

We cannot bestow this title on the irreverent

‘ discussion of the sublime mysteries of our holy
faith, canvassed in a spirit, as utterly unmarked

by devout feeling, as if the topic discussed were

some common-place subject of an earthly cha-

racter, instead of those things, into which angels

themselves desire to look with devout contem-

plation, and of which we may feel convinced

even they would not speak without reverential

awe! Nor can we give this title to the angry

disputation about deep and difficult points of

controversy, on non-essential parts of the divine

dispensation—1I mean such as do not vitally affect

either the Saviour’s essential glory, or the foun-

dation, on which the hopes of the sinner exclu-
sively should rest—for such disputation, con-
ducted in such a spirit, can only ruffle the tem-

per, and irritate the feelings of the disputants;
and this assuredly can in no wise tend to pro-

mote their spiritual welfare, or advance their
meetness for the kingdom of unmingled and

uninterrupted harmony, peace, and love! Nor

can we award the title of religious conversation
to the critical disquisition, (so*very prevalent in
_ our day,) of the comparative merits of different
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preachers ; or that kind of spiritual gossiping,
which prattles about the religious concerns of
others, with precisely the same feelings of un-
warrantable curiosity, and heartless indifference,
with which the people of the world canvass the
characters and concerns®f those, who form the
subject of their conversational coteries. And,
least of all, can we give the title to that censo-
rious and uncharitable commenting on the fail-
ings and faults of the absent, which is said, I
fear with too much truth, to characterise many
of the religious professors of our day; for I am
convinced there can be nothing more directly at
variance with the spirit of the Gospel, ‘more
hateful to its Divine Author, or more prejudi-
cial to those engaged in it, than such conversa-
tion as this! It cannot possibly consist with
the spirit of humility, and Christian love, reign-
ing in the speaker’s heart: it nourishes only
spiritual pride, and every unkind and unamiable
feeling, in all who take part in it with pleasure:
it is diametrically opposed, both to the Precepts
and example of Him, who.was the embodied
manifestation of divine love, and on whose lips
the law of kindness perpetually dwelt! and it
is directly calculated to unfit all who can eor-
dl’nlly enjoy it, for the society end enjoyments
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of that IR:aven, whose very atmosphere, and the
essential element of its felicity, is love !

By religious conversation then, I do not
mean any these of things ! No,—I mean such,
and such alone, as tends to draw those, who
engage in it, closer tou Saviour-God; to give
them a deeper sense of His infinite preciousness ;
to assimilate them more entirely to His divine
character: and to stimulate them more zeal-
ously to every work and labour of love, for the
advancement of His glory !

Always then try what is called your religious
cbnversation by such tests as these. Does it
make ‘the Saviour niore precious to you? Does
it deepen your g;-a.titude to Him for all He Aas
done, and your confidence in Him for all He
has promised to do, for you, both in time and
for eternity.

Does it increase your love for all who bear
His image ; and your meetness for the inherit-
ance, which He has purchased for His people
with Hfs own blood? Does it exhibit, more
attractively, the divine loveliness of His charac-
ter, and make you thirst, with more ardent
desire, for perfect conformity to all its heavenly
features? Does it stir you up to more affec-
tionate zeal, and more energetic efforts, by the
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consecration of all your time and talenes, to ad-
vance Flis glory? Does it teach you to look
back with more gratitude on His first, and to,
look forward with moge delight to His second
coming ?

Whatever will not stamd the test of such ques-
tions as these, is not what Scripture would call
religious conversation—is not what the Apostle
would designate—* Speech seasoned with- salt
—for the use of edlfymg, tp minister grace to
the hearers.” But oh! if all, who really love
the Lord, would thus converse together when
they meet, how would they assist each other}
in running the heavenward race] How would
they become as ministering spmts to each other !
How would such converse sweeten the society
of Christian friends, and be indeed worthy of
being called the ¢ Communion of Saints,” serv-
ing, as it so powerfully would do, to quicken
each other in zeal, and devotedness to the
Saviour’s service, and to fan in each other’s
hearts the sparks of love to Him into a Brighter
and a warmer flame.

Hear the expostulation and a,dwce of one,
who indeed habitually had his ¢ conversatich in
heaven 1” for if dver, in these later days, the
pmmmve standard of scri .ptural piety, in medi-
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tation arMd converse, has been reached, it was
by Leighton—¢ And thus with respect to Chris-
tians conversing with each other in their mutual
exhortings and comfortingg, all is cold and dead
that flows not from some inward persuasion and
experimental knowledge of divine things. But
that gives an edge and a sweetness to Christian
conference to be speaking of Jesus Christ, not
only as a King and as a Redeemer, but as their
King' and their Redeemer, in David’s style—
¢ My King and my God’—and of His sufferings,
as theirs, applied by faith, and acquitting them
M St. Paul’s style—‘ who loved me, and gave
Himself for me*—to'be speaking of the glory
to come as their inheritance, that of which they
are partakers, their home; as strangers meeting
together abroad, in some foreign country, de-
light to speak of their own land, their parent-
age, and friends, and the rich patrimony there
abiding them. And this ought to be the enter-
tainment of Christians when they meet. Away
with trifling vain discourses. Cause all to give
place to these refreshing remembrances of our
home! Werg our hearts much on that rich in-
heritance. above, it would be impossible to re-
frain our tongues, and to pas¢ on so silent con-
cérnitg it—to €ind matter of empty pratings
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and be pleased with them, and to havgno relish
of this! Whither go ydur hearts? They are
out of their way and abase themselves, that
turn so much downwards, and are not moré
above the sun, eyeir:g still that blessed land,
where our purchased jpheritance lies! Oh!
the brightness of that glory, when it shall be
revealed! How shall they be astonished, who
shall see it, and not partake of it! How shall
they be filled with everlasting joy, who are heirs
of it! Were the heart much upon the thoughts
of that glory, what thing is there in this perish-
ing world, which could either lift it up, or cast
it down ?”

If then, believer, you desiré to derive from
Christian intercourse the measure of spiritual
refreshment and strength, which your Divine
Master graciously designed the communion of
His people to produce, take good heed, when-
ever you meet, to converse together chiefly of
Him, in whom all your common hopes and joys
are’centered, and all your hearts unite,*and are
blended into one.

Yes, let the precious Saviour Himself be
your favorite theme! His love—His work—
His offices—His character | —the blessedness
of living for Him now—the yet fuller blessed-

»
24
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ness of Jiving with Him hereafter! He will
listen to such converfation well-pleased—He
will record it, in the book of remembrance,
‘which He keeps before Him for those who love
His name! Yea, He will Himself join you,
in Spirit, even as He jpined Himself to the two
disciples on the way to Emmaus, and make
your heart indeed burn within you, with such
glowing love to Himself, and such transporting
hopes of the happiness you shall enjoy, when
you shall see Him, as He is, and speak with
Him, face to face, that, like Peter on the mount,
you will be constrained to cry out—* It is good
for ud to be here;” dr, like Jacob, at Bethel,
¢ This is no oth&r than the gate of heaven!”

Yes, such conversation will at once give you
a foretaste of, and 2 meetness for, the enjoy-
ment of the society, which shall be gathered
together on Mount Sion—even an innumerable
company of angels, and all the redeemed of the
Lord. It will bring down, as it were, heaven
to eartly, and prepare you for taking your flight
from earth to heaven.

While thus speaking together of the Lord
Jesus Christ, you shall find His own promise
sweetly fulfilled,—¢ Where two or three are
gathered together in My name, there am I n
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the midst of them!” And you shall,thus be
led to lnok more constaﬁﬂy, and to long more
ardently, and to be prepared more fully, for the
day of His manifestation, when, with all His
ransomed and glorified saints, you shall encircle
His throne with songs of grateful praise; and
together with them enjoy, in communion with
Him, and in His presence, such bliss, as the
happiest hours of communion with Himself in
secret prayer, or with His people in sweet con-
verse, here below, can but very faintly indeed
enable you to conceive.
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CHAPTER XI.
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER.

ANOTHER most powerful means of promoting
your sanctification, to which we have as yet only
incidentally adverted, is frequent attendance at
the sacramental table; and I cannot but feel
persu.uled that were this divine ordinance uni-
formly approached by the children of God, ina
suitable frame of mind, combining a careful
watchfulness againat every thing which could
tend to prevent its intended benefits from being
fully enjoyed, with a simple reliance on that
Blessed Spirit, who can alone make it a channel
for the communication of strengthening and re-
freshing grace, it would be found to be not only
a medium for the enjoyment of the sweetest
communion with a Saviour-God, but also for
the impartation of the richest supplies of the
Holy Spirit’s invigorating, punfymg, and com-
forting influences.

It is not, perkaps, sufficiently regarded in thxs
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light by many even of. those, who, described
in the beautiful language of our Secriptural
Church, ¢ as truly and earnestly repenting of
their sins, having a lively faith in God’s merey,
through Christ, with a thankful remembrance of
His death, steadfastly purposing to lead a new
life, walking in God’s holy will and command-
ments, and being in love and charity with all
men,”—are privileged to draw near with faith,
and to take this holy sac;‘a'qlent to their comfort,

Too often, I fear, even they do not sufficiently
view the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, as a
feast which His love has prepared, consistinf
of the most precious food, which heaven’ itself
could supply ; for there divine food is provided
for the assembled guests, who come, having on
the wedding garment, wrought and furnished
by the Master of the feast, cven the seamless
robe of His own righteousness! Yes! there the
body and blood of Christ are, verily, and indeed,
taken and received by the faithful in that sup-
per. There they spiritually feed o Christ
Himself, in their hearts, by faith, with thanks-
giving—there they spiritually drink of His most
precious blood. There the Holy Spirit pours
igto their souls the most copious streams of His
reviving grace. There., as their bodies are
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strengthened and refreshed by the bread and
wine, even so are their souls by the communion
of that blessed body and blood, of which the ap-
‘pointed symbols are such significant emblems.
Yes! we feel persuaded, there is a most beauti-
ful significancy and appropriateness in the em-
blematic memorials, which our blessed Lord
has selected for the commemoration of His dy-
ing love. And, independently of many other
important purposes,.w'hich they are peculiarly
fitted to subserve, we cannot reasonably doubt,
that a prominent lesson which they were designed
tb teach, is, that the sacrament of the Lord’s
Supp;:r should be c&ntemplated by His own
people, as pre—em'inently a means of strengthen-
ing and refreshing their souls with such spiri-
tual meat and drink, as shall invigorate them
for all the conflicts and duties, and cheer them
amidst all the trials and sorrows, of their
Christian walk and warfare.

Bread and wine! what could more happily
suggest ‘the idea of spiritual food and spiritual
cordials, nourishing and exhilarating the be-
liever’s soul. How fully do these emblems war-
rant the expectation, that every child of God
should feel stronger in the Lord, and in the
power of His might, and happier in the Lord,
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rejoicing more abundantly in the joy of the
Holy Ghost, after every successive attendance
at the table of the Lord!

We do not forget—far from it—how pathetic
cally eloquent these emblems are of the suffer-
ings of the adorable Redeemer, which He so
cheerfully endured, in the exceeding greatness
of His love for us sinners, when ¢ He was
wounded for our transgressions, and bruised for
our iniquities.” We grafefylly would remember,
how affectingly the broken bread reminds us of
His body broken ; and the poured out wine, of
His blood poured out for the remission of oar
sins. We would also willit;gly admit, how sWweetly
typical these emblems are of the communion of
saints, and their union, their oneness with
Christ, and with each other in Christ, suggested
by the consideration, that as the several particles
of the bread are incorporated into one loaf, and
the several drops of wine are mingled together
into one cup, even so the several members of
Christ’s mystical body are incorporated*together
in Him, making but one body, animated by one
Spirit!  All this we would acknowledge to be
most beautifully shadowed out by the sacred
gmblems of the’body and blood of Christ, in the
Lord's Supper. Nor would we overlook what
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an awfully significant intimation the selection
of these emblems supplies of the uselessness of
partaking of outward ordinances, unaccompanied
by an énward principle of living faith, and the
necessity of personally embracing the offers of
salvation. For as bsead and wine cannot
strengthen or refresh a corpse, so neither can the
outward participation of the sacrament impart
spiritual strength or refreshment to a soul spi-
ritually dead—yea, a stnner in such a condition,
can only, by receiving unworthily, eat and drink
condemnation to himself—so that spiritual life
must be imparted to the soul, before it can be
spiritdally strengthened or refreshed by the
Lord’s Supper. ' And, further, as bread and
wine, however nutritive or reviving in them-
selves, cannot impart nourishment or refresh-
ment, unless they are received and used, so
Jesus, the Bread of life, and whose love does
indeed rejoice the believer’s heart, cannot im-
part spiritual strength or comfort, unless He be
received' and fed upon by faith! All-sufficient
Saviour as He is to those who thus receiveHim,
He cannot be a Saviour to those who reject
Him—for even He, the living Bread, who came
down from heaven, can only ffourish unto life
everlasting those who feed on Him, in their
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hearts, by faith with tha.nksgwmg! oThus do
these emblems most s1gn1ﬁcantly teach, that the
Saviour must not only be provided by God, but
must also be accepteqd and relied upon by man 1
Still, however, we cannot but feel that the
idea of a feast, designed to mark the bounty,
munificence, and loving-kindness of the Divine
Master, and furnished with divine food, to
impart spiritual nourishment and gladness to
the guests, was intended tg be prominently pre-
sented to the mind; and that where the sacra~
ment does not strengthen and refresh the
believer’s soul, it fails of the very purpose it
was primarily appointed to promote. And is it
not most gloriously adapted to this purpose ?
For, independently of the divine influences,
emanating from the Holy Spirit, and conveyed
through the channel of this sacrament, which
are the source and support of all spiritual
strength and comfort ; is there not something
in the very symbols themselves, so touchingly
typical of the most affecting circumstandes in the
history of the Saviour’s sufferings, as to be cal-
culated, in a pre-eminent degree, to strengthen
and refresh the souls of the faithful, in the
Lord’s supper ?* Does not all the glory of the
Cross there pass before ther view ? Is not
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the Lord, Jesus Christ there set forth cru-
cified before us? Does not His voice there
break on our ears, crying out, * Behold and
see, if there be any sorrow, like unto My
sorrow, which I endured for your sake!” Can
we look, in faith, on these hallowed emblems—
reflect what they are intended to commemorate,
and forbear to exclaim—¢ Behold, how He
lcved us!”

What doctrine of the Gospel is not there
most powerfully preached! What precious
truth of God’s holy word, that can give
strength or refreshment to the soul, is not there
most ‘affectingly proclaimed? Is it the most
overwhelming demonstration of His love, that
we desire? Oh! do we not there hear Him
saying to us, “ What could even I have done for
you, to prove My love, more than I have done!
Behold My hands, and My feet! See the
proofs of My lave which are written ¢here !
Can you look on them, and still doubt My loye!
Behold ! it is I myself, who so loved you, and
laid down My life for you.” Is it the infinite
value of our souls we wish to learn? What
can so fully teach us this, as to see their Creator
Himself stooping so low, and siiffering so much,
to become the Redeemer of our ruined souls ?
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Is it the infinite hatefulness of sin we desire to
see awfully displayed? % And do not those
emblems of His body broken, and His blood
poured out, as an atonement for sin, lift ui)
their voice—yea, and that indeed a fearful voice
to proclaim, what an accursed thing sin is in
the sight of a holy God, if such blood must be
shed, if suck a sacrifice must be offered up, for
its expiation ?  And does not the same voice as
powerfully proclaim the infinite sufficiency of
that sacrifice, and thus breathe into the believer’s
inmost soul that peace of God, which passeth
all understanding—for what sins can be of t8o
deep a dye for that blood to blot out, for ever,
from the book of God’s remembrance? What
else can so fully reveal to us the glories of
heaven, and the horrors of hell, as suck blood
shed to rescue us from the one, and to purchase
for us the other? Or, if, under the pressure of
overwhelming sorrow, or in the prospect of
anticipated trials, we desire to have such an as-
surance of the unboundedness, and uhchange-
ableness of His love, as will indeed satisfy us,
that He will sympathise with us, and support
us under all our tribulations, and never, never
leave us, or forYake us, but be our everlasting
Comforter, where, oh Yhere shall we read this
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assurance, written in such convincing characters,
as in those memorials of His dying love, which
remind us to what He gave Himself, even to the
death of the cross, for our sakes, and for our
salvation.

Now if your progress in sanctification, be-
liever, will always be proportioned to your love
to God, your Saviour, which will necessarily
produce the deepest abhorrence of sin for His
sake, and a desire for ‘the closest assimilation
to His character, what can have a more power-
ful tendency to deepen your love to Him, than
the sacramental commemoration of His exceed-
ing grdat love in dying for you? In truth, you
could not commemorate that love in a suitable
frame of mind, without feeling your heart drawn
closer and closer in grateful affection to Him,
whose stupendous love to you that sacrament so
touchingly brings to your remembrance; and
from this must necessarily spring a deep-rooted
and continually increasing hatred of every modi-
fication of sin, from seeing the awful agonies of
its Almighty Expiator, exhibited so affectingly
to the eye of faith in the emblems of His broken
body, and poured out blood.

There too the divine beatity of holinesy
shines forth with.the most glorious splendour—
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for what can give us a more sublimp view of
the infinite holiness of Jehovah, than to behold
His own beloved co-eternal Son, when He stood
before His Father, as the Substitute and Surety
for sinmers, bowed down even to death, by that
Father’s hand, in manifegtation of His righteous -
wrath against those sins, which were laid, by
imputation, on His sinless Son. Oh! with
what awful, yet most glorious lustre does this
invest the holiness of God—and how must it
constrain the believer to desire to resemble Him,
in the very point in which He is most worthy of
our veneration and love, and to be holy, even as
He is holy. * ’

If then, you would indeed’desire to advance
in holiness, come, child of God, whenever the
table of the Lord is spread, and the messenger
of His love gives you the endearing invitation—
“Come to the feast, for all things are now
ready.” Approach with deep reverence, with
fervent gratitude, and a broken and contrite
heart, to contemplate the sufferings, which your
transgressions of God’s holy law inflicted on
that beloved Saviour, who endured the agoniz-
ing death of the cross, as a propitiation for your
sins; that you may thus be so filled with hatred
of sin, as the accursed cause of all His agonies,
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that your most earnest prayers, watchings, and
exertions will be unceasingly put forth, in
humble dependence on the Holy Spirit, to
enable you to crucify it, not merely in its open
outbreakings before the world but even in its
‘most secret workings, ip the hidden recesses of
your soul, before God, and thus to become pure
not merely in life and lips, but also pure in
heart.

Come, believer, and read too, with a glad-
dened and a gratefuf heart, the pardon of all
your sins, and your inalienable title to an inheri-
tance of eternal glory, written in His infinitely
preciots blood—that thus feeling at peace with
God, cherishing an humble assurance of ac-
ceptance in the Beloved, you may be enabled
to serve Him without fear; and find by your
own happy experience, that the joy of the Lord
is your strength. For nothing, remember, will
give a more cheerful character to your obedience
to God’s holy will and commandments, render-
ing it at once acceptable to Him, and de-
lightful to yourself, than when it springs ex-
clusively from gratitude for all His love, and is
unsullied with the defiling stains of a spirit of
self-righteousness—And therefore the more
humbly confident.you feel, that in the meritori-
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ous righteousness of your Redeemer you have
a foundation of hope, a’itle to God’s favor and
heaven’s glory, with which nothing of your own
is to be mixed, and of which no power in earth
or hell can ever de;:rive you—the more abid-
ingly you cherish a filial,spirit, as one conscious
that you have received the spirit of adoption,
whereby you are privileged to look up to heaven,
and cry ‘¢ Abba, Father,”—the more will you
delight in walking with Yyour heavenly Father,
in the path of holy obedience, in the footsteps
of His dear Son. The more will your renewed
heart shrink instinctively from even a casugl
contact with sin, the abominable thing *which
He hates—and the more will you experience
His service to be perfect freedom, its ways to
be ways of pleasantness, and all its paths to
be peace.!

Now, nothing can be conceived more power-
fully calculated to cut up by the very roots
every trace of self-righteousness, and thus to

1:3ee this most beautifully illustrated by Doctor Chalmers in
his incomparable Lectures on the Romans, where he expatiates
most eloquently « on the expulsive power of a new affection to
dispossess an old one from the heart;” thus the love of Christ
expels the love of sin, implants the love of holiness, and makes

the service of God, b@fore a drudgery, the believer’s most con-
gtnial employment.



368 PROFESSION AND PRACTICE.
t

foster thaf spirit of grateful love to a Saviour-
God, as the Divine Bénefactor to whom you
are entirely indebted for all your hopes of eter-
nal glory—which, as we have seen, is the
spring of all acceptable and happy obedience,
than the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper—As
it reminds us, that such was the depth of our
depravity, the malignity of our guilt, the hope-
lessness of our condition, as rebels against our
God, that nothing less than the sacrifice of His
own co-eternal and "co-equal Son, paying the
full penalty due to the divine justice by our
tsansgressions, could suffice to procure for us
pardoh, and a restoration to the divine favor,
and the recovery‘of the forfeited inheritance of
heaven, on such a footing, as would preserve
inviolate the dignity of God’s holy law, and the
honour of His moral character and government.

How then, with suck a fact, so awfully and
affectingly forced on our recollections, at the
Lord’s Supper, can we indulge, while attend-
ing the gacramental commemoration of the Ke-
deemer’s death, in any vain conceits of our own
righteousness, as entitling us, in any even the
smallest conceivable degree, to the divine favor,
or forming any portion of our ditle to the inhe-
ritanee among the saints in light? How deepfy
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must we tkere feel our infinite obhga.n?ns to His
love, who has paid suck a price, to purchase for
us all those blessings of the everlasting cove-
nant, which the Father so delights to bestow oh
all His believing people, for His sake. How
cordially must we therg feel disposed to make
mention of His righteousness—even His alonr,
as the ground on which, exclusively, we rest all
our hopes of justification—all our claims to a
heavenly inheritance. And how must this feel-
ing, by deepening our sense of what we owe to
Him, who so loved us, and laid down His life
for us, dispose our hearts to love Him with the
most devoted love, and %o serve Him with the
most unqualified surrender of®all we have, and
are, to the advancement of His glory.

But there is, yet another point of view, in
which the sacrament is peculiarly fitted, as
we doubt not it was designed, to promote the
sanctification of the children of God.

By the expression, “Ye do shew forth the
Lard’s death, till He come,” the apostle plainly
intimates, that one important purpose of this
sacrament was to keep in the constant remem-
brance of the Lord’s people His second coming,
in power and gueat glory, to be glorified in His
shints, and admired in all thep that believe |

2%
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Now, §t. John expressly asserts, that, though
we do not know fully what, if we are one with
Christ, we shall be in the future state of bles-
sedness and glory, yet this we do know—that
“ when He shall appear, we shall be like Him,
for we shall see Him a3 He is;” and that the
influence of this glorious anticipation is sancti-
fying; for, he says, *every one that hath this
hope in Him, (that is, in Christ,) purifieth him-
self, even as He is pul‘e." Consequently, the
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, by carrying
the mind forward to this ¢ blessed hope, even
the glorious appearing of the great God, our
Saviodlr,” must ever be to the children of God,
who receive it with suitable preparedness of
heart, one of the most powerful means, which
the Holy Spirit here employs, for promoting
their growth in grace and godliness. For, if
the anticipation of the purchased and promised
glory, connected with the second coming of the
Lord, which is to be the portion of all His peo-
ple, in the day of His appearing, and thence-
forward, through the ages of eternity, be, as
the apostle asserts, purifying in its influence,
constraining the expectants of such glory to aim
at the most exalted height of Holiness, even to
become pure, as the Son of God Himself 1s
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pure, with what power must these 'purlfymg
influences be felt, at thé Supper ‘of the Lord!
For there the faithful communicant is led to look
forward to the feast, of which the sacrament i¢
intended to remind h!lm, when the Saviour will
be present, in the visibl splendour of His glo-
rified humanity, presiding in all the fulness of
His divine majesty and love, while all His
saints, appearing with glorified bodies, made
like unto His glorious body, shall be assembled
together at the banquet ; and all that heaven
can supply of magnificence and of glory, will
be employed to throw suitable grandeur rouns
the marriage-supper of tile Lamb. *
And when this anticipatioh of the glory
of the Saviour’s second coming is combined,
as it ever should be, at the sacramental table,
with the remembrance of the humiliation
which attended His first advent to our earth;
when the joys of which the glorified saint.
ghall partake, on sitting down at the marriage
supper of the Lamb, are contrasted with the
sufferings of the Man of sorrows, which He
endured to purchase those joys for His people—
and the splendour of the Saviour’s crown is
thus blended ine the believer's thoughts, while
kﬁeeling at that table, with thg shame of His
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cross ; gud the reﬂectton comes over the be-
liever's mind—He explred on that cross, to exalt
me to the possession of a throne !—what speech-
less gratitude to the God of his salvation
must this kindle in the Christian’s heart! Can
he then think of witkholding any thing from
Him, who did not hesitate to give Himself to
such a death, for his sake., Can he then feel
inclined to listen to the suggestions of Satan,
tempting him to sgeli for even a momentary
gratification in the indulgences of sin ? Can he
then question, for one instant, His dear Re-
deemer’s love, or repine at any appointment of
His “hands, however' blighting to his earthly
hopes, or agonizing to his heart? Can he
scruple to make any sacrifice, to endure any
suffering, in testimony of his gratitude to Him ?
Or rather, I should say, must not the prospect
of this promised glory, combined with the recol-
lection of the price paid by his Redeemer to
secure it for him, constrain him to adopt, with
his whole heart and soul, those solemn words,
which will seem to him a sweet, however feeble
expression of his grateful love—¢ Here I offer
and present unto thee, O Lord ! myself,—my
soul, and body, to be a reasomable, holy, and
lively sacrifice uato Thee.”
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Thus you see, believer, how poyerful an
assistant, in furthering the great object of your
supreme desire, even your attainment of the
closest conformity to the character and will of
your God, the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
is designed and fitted 40 prove. How pecu-
liarly it is calculated, as we have shewn, to
promote this object, by the affecting views it
presents of the exceeding greatness of your
Redeemer’s self-sacriﬁ,cfng.love—of the infinite
hatefulness of sin, and beauty of holiness—of
the sufficiency of the sacrifice, on which you are
resting all your hopes of acceptance; and the
value of the price, by which you have beén re-
deemed from everlasting destruction—of the
depth of humiliation, to which the Son of God
stooped for your sake—the extent of suffering
to which He submitted for your salvation—and
the height of glory, to which He will exalt you,
when He shall come in His glory, and shall sit
upon the throne of His glory! See, then, that
yoil gratefully avail yourself of all the blessed
privileges, which the loving-kindness of your
covenant-God puts within your reach! Connect
with this sacrament the anticipation of the most
abundant spiritwal good—the most exalted spi-
ritual enjoyment. Look forward to it as a de-
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lightful meeting with the Saviour, who so loved
you—whom you so desire to love. Make it the
subject of special supplication, that the Holy
‘Spirit will enable you to experience, to the
fullest extent, the blessedness resulting from the
fulfilment of that gracious promise of the Son of
God—*1 will come and sup with him, and
he with Me.” Should you desire any human
help towards kindling the flame of devotional
feeling, in addition to what the invaluable sacra-
mental service of our church supplies, such
works as those of Haweis and Bickersteth will
prove, if perused prayerfully, a profitable auxi-
liary‘to your devotional meditations and self-
examination, pr.eparatory to appearing at the
table of the Lord. .
Carefully then examine, in theintervals between
your successive attendances at that table, even
should they be every Sabbath, what progress
you are making in the divine life, proportioned
to the privileges you enjoy. Are you really
gaining’ ground ?  Is your soul actually stre'ng-
thened and refreshed ? Are your corruptions
growing weaker, and your graces growing
stronger? Are you able more successfully to
strive against your besetting sifi? Is your loye
to the Savioure deepening in your heart, and
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more influential over your life ? Is your con-
formit; to His image more distinetly visible to
the eye both of God and man? Are you ad-
vancing also in love and charity to all men?

Do you find that since your last commemora-
tion of this feast of love, you have imbibed so
much more of the spirit, which is there so pre-
eminently displayed, that you can, not only

freely forgive, from your heart, the most unpro-
voked and aggravated'injuries and insults, if
you have received such, but also cordially

delight in pouring out fervent prayer on behalf
of your bitterest enemies, and ministering, by
any means within your reach, to their tefaporal
—but still more—their eternal welfare? And
have you felt a warmer interest in the happi-
ness of all, who come within the sphere of your
influence ? Are you treading more closely in
the steps of Him, ‘who went about doing
good” to the bodies and souls of men? Have

you expended more deliberation in devising, and
more time and money in executing schemes of
practical benevolence, by which you may be

instrumental in alleviating the wretchedness,

and augmenting the enjoyments, temporal and

spiritual, of &l to whose comfort you ecan,

‘?hrough any medium, contribute? Are you
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more solicitous, by gentleness and affectionate-
ness of manner, to diffuse the sunshine of do-
mestic happiness at home, and to gladden every
sbeial circle in which yoy may be engaged ?
Is it more constantly your endeavour to draw
all, with whom you are ecquainted, to Christ, if
they are strangers to Him, and closer to Him,
if they are already the objects of His love? Do
you feel a livelier interest in every society,
which is labouring to_pr'omote at once the glory
of God, and the happiness of man? And do
you testify this interest by denying yourself
ineall superﬂultles of luxury, whether in dress
or any y other department, that you may be able
to contribute more largely to the support of
those societies, and thus become, to the utmost
extent that your means can reach, a benefactor,
in the bighest sense of the word, to your
family, your friends, your counmtry, and to all
mankind ?

Ask yourself also such questions as the fol-
lowing, it your self-examination—Am I advan-
cing in the joys and comforts of the Holy Ghost ?
Have I, since last I approached the sacred table,
followed more faithfully the suggestions of this
Blessed Spirit ; listened more feachably to the
slightest whisperings of His voice ; cherished
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more carefully His sweet and sanctxfymg influ-
ences ; and watched more jealously against the
indulgence of any thoughts, desires, or tempers,
which could grieve ;Him, or provoke Him to
withdraw from my soul, even for a season, the
manifestations of ' His leve, and the communica-
tions of His grace? Have 1 a sweeter sense
of my Redeemer’s love ? Do I find communion
with Him more of a foretasted heaven? And
do I look forward with increasing ardency of
tesire for the day, when I shall sit down with
Him, at the marriage supper of the Lamb?
Do 1 find increasing happmess in meditation en
His love, when I am alone-—m conversmg’ about
Him, when Iam in the socrety of His people—
and pleading His cause with those, who do not
yet know the preciousness of His name? Have
I a larger measure, since last I commemorated
His dying love, of that feeling towards Him,
which prompted the pardoned penitent of old
to bathe His feet with her tears, to wipe them
with the hairs of her head, and to pour upon
them the most precious ointment, deeming it
best employed, when bestowed on Him, as a
token of the gratitude with which her heart
overflowed? *

Do I thus increa'singly feel it to be my
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highest privilege and happiness, to lavish on
Him every manifestation of my love; to con-
secrate to Him whatever I possess most pre-
cious; every gift He has begtowed—every talent
He has entrusted to me ; and to esteem myself
" honoured, with the highest honour that any
created being can enjoy, in being permitted
to be instrumental in advancing His cause, and
promoting His glory? Am I thus continually
realizing so much 11‘1.01:e of this blessed frame
of mind, as to be enabled more fully to entet
into the spirit of that sweet hymn, which
breathes such love to Jesus, while contempla-
ting His love, displayed on Calvary’s cross, as
should be perpetually burning on the altar of
a believer’s heart, and brings down the very
wessence of heaven’s happiness into the believer’s
soul ?

¢ See ! from_His hands—His side— His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingling down :
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet ?
Ok thorns compose o rich a crown?

Were the whole realms of nature mine,
That were a present far too small ;
Love gp amazing—so divine—
Demands my soul—my hl‘e—my alli”
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Child of God! never rest satwﬁed, till you
feel tne full power of that sentiment pervading
your whole soul, and regulating your whole life,
(and surely the sagramental Table is pre-eni-
nently the place, where you may hope that the
Holy Spirit will bring &, in al its divine energy,’
to your heart!) and then you will want no other
motive to constrain you to abound in every
work and labour of love, for His name’s sake ;
and to live, in all tﬁin‘gs, devotedly—exclu-
sively—to Him who died for you!

Such, believer, are some of the points, which
I would affectionately suggest to you, as matéer
for self-examination, préparatory to each Succes-
sive commemoration of your’Redeemer’s dying
love! And be assured, if you deal faithfully
with your own soul in this matter, and do all
that in you lieth, by prayer, meditation, study of
the Scripture, watchfulness, and persevering ex-
ertion, in humble and cheerful dependence on
the promised blessing of the Holy Spirit, to
make the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper as
effectual a channel, as it was designed to be, for
the conveyance of divine grace from the Foun-
tain above, and the enjoyment of divine commu-
nion with the God of your salvation—if you do
indeed thus seek to find it aspiritual feast, ap-
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pointed to strengthen and refresh your soul,
you shall not be disappointed of your desire.
No! through the faithfulness of a covenant-God,
and the power of the Blessed Spirit, it will be
made a means of so invigorating and comforting
your soul, that you will go on, in your heaven-
ward course, progressing from strength to
strength ; continually advancing in holiness, and,
its inseparable attendant, happiness; so that
every successive attendance on this sacrament
will find you at once nearer to, and meeter for,
the sublime joy and satisfying pleasures of that
world? where, in the presence of a triune God,
there is the fulness of joy, and at His right hand
pleasures for evermore.

And thus, believer, will you be enabled to
look forward, with continually increasing desire
and delight, to that swiftly approaching day of
the Lord, which the sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper was designed to keep in your constant
recollection! For, oh, what glorious, what bliss-
ful*anticipations are you privileged to associate
with that day! Then, when “the Lord Jesus
shall be revealed from heaven in flaming fire,
taking vengeance on all that know not God, and
obey not the Gospel of our Lord-Jesus Christ;”
when all, who have chosen their portion in this
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world, shall bitterly feel, and despairingly be-
wail, the madness of th&ir choice ; wh€n all, who
have despised the love, and trampled on the
blood, of the Lamb that was slain, shall call
upon the rocks to fall on them, and the moun-
tains to cover them frop the face of the Lamb,*
for the day of His wrath is come, and who, that
here rejected Him, shall ¢ken be able to stand
before Him ?—when trembling and horror shall
seize the hypocrites ; ahd all ungodly professors
of an evangelical creed shall see, with incon-
ceivable anguish and dismay, the frown of terri-
ble displeasure on the countenance of Him, who
sitteth on the throne, ahd shall hear frofh His
lips the tremendous words, “ Depart from Me,
ye cursed, into everlasting fire!” then, Christian,
will be your day of triumph and of glory! Then
shall you be enabled to contemplate, with calm
composure, the awful spectacle of a burning
earth-—a dissolving world’; because, in the
Judge you shall behold your own beloved Sa-
Viour ; and shall see a smile of love to you beam-
ing on that face, from which the heavens and
the earth are fleeing away. Then shall you hear
from His lips those amazingly gracious words,
““Come, ye blessed of my Father! inherit the
“kingdom prepared for you frgm the foundation
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of the world!” Then with a glorified body,
and a glorfied spirit, you shall rejoice before
Him, with exceeding great joy—even “a joy un-
speakable and full of glory!” Then shall you
be reunited to al/, whom on earth you have loved
4n Christ, and see them jn possession of a hap-
piness as unmixed, a glory as unsullied as your
own; and with them enter on an eternity of per-
fect love, and perfect bliss. Then shall you
fully understand what is the meaning of that
wonderful promise—‘* To him that overcometh
will I grant to sit with Me, in My throne, even
as I also overcame, and am set down with My .
Fathe: in His throne.” «

While deepening in humility, as you are ex-
alted in honour, because, as you still ascend in
the scale of blessedness and glory, you will
still feel a dceper conviction, and more thankful
remembrance, that for every successive step
which you gain in that ascent you are entirely
indebted to that love which has redeemed you
from a merited hell, and purchased for you
an inheritance in heaven; at such a costly
price, you will cast your crown, in lowliest
adoration, at the Redeemer’s feet, and join
with all His ransomed people inythat song of
praise, which, with eternally increasing gra-®
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titude and joy, they shall for ever lift up before
His throne, saying—* Thou art Worthy! for
Thou hast redeemed us unto God, by Thy
blood !—Worthy—worthy is the Lamb—the
Lamb that was slaln—to receive honour, and
blessing, and glory, gnd power! Therefore
unto Him that loved us, and hath washed us
from our sins in His own blood, and hath made
us kings and priests unto the Father—unto
Him, with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
three persons, and one Gdd, be equal and ever-
lasting praise, and honour, and glory, for ever
and ever! Halleluiah! Halleluiah! Azxg],—
and amen !’ .

THE END.
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